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King, Queen return 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Their Majesties King Hussein and 
Queen Noor returned home Wednesday after a sever- 
al-day visit to the United Kingdom. King Hussein was 
accompanied by Her Royal Highness Princess Sarvath 
and other Royal family members. On his return His 
Majesty was welcomed by Their Royal Highnesses 

Crown Prince Hassan, Prince Mohammad the King’s 

personal representative. Royal family members and 
senior government officials. 



Israel launches raid against Hlzhollah 

SIDON (AFP) — Israeli warplanes launched an air 
raid Wednesday afternoon against suspected Hizbol- 
lah guerrilla positions in south Lebanon, Lebanese 
police said. There were no immediate reports of any 
casualties. Two Israeli jets fired four missiles on the 
region near the village of Mazraa Aqmata in the Iqlim 
A1 Tuffah heights, a Hizbollah stronghold near the 
central sector of the self-declared Israeli,” security 
zone” in south Lebanon, police said. “Several planes 
attacked terrorist targets in Jabal Sujud,” north of the 
self-declared zone, an Israeli army spokesman said in 
Israel. 
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Iraq to push for full 


lifting of sanctions 


UNITED NATIONS ( AP) — 
Emboldened by disarray in 
the Security Council, Iraq will 
posh for a full lifting of eco- 
nomic sanctions after an 
apparent failure by the U.S. 
and Britain to persuade other 
nations to clamp new restric- 
tions on Baghdad. 

The 15-member council 
was to meet Wednesday to try 
m reach agreement on a reso- 
lution responding to a repot 
by UNI. weapons inspectors 
that Iraq is still hiding infor- 
mation on weapons banned in 
1991 at the end of the Gulf 
war. 

Diplomatic sources, speak- 
ing on condition of anonymi- 
ty, said Wednesday the coun- 
cil was trying to find a formu- 
la which threatens to impose 
the new measures unless Iraq 
complies fully with UN. 
orders in the next six months. 

But the council would stop 
short of having the new sanc- 
tions kick in automatically in 
April, as the United States, 
Britain and others had sought 

US. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright had 
appealed personally to for- 
eign minis ters of Russia and 
France to support the U.S.- 
Britisb measure. It would 
have provided for the travel 
ban to take effect automatical- 
ly on April 12 unless chief 
weapons- inspector Richard 
Butter reported full Iraqi 
compliance. 

Were such a measure to be 
approved, the only way the 
Russians or others could have 
stopped the April sanctions 


would be through a second 
resolution cancelling the first. 

It would also have given 
Mr. Butler, an Australian the 
authority to dete rmin e 
whether Iraq had cooperated 
enough to prevent new sanc- 
tions. The LIN. inspection 
reports have always been sub- 
ject to interpretation. 

Council members always 
interpret Iraqi actions differ- 
ently, with some willing to 
see improvement if the Iraqis 
hinder inspections-but fewer 
titan before. 

But France and Russia 
claimed giving such authority 
to tiie weapons inspectors 
would infringe on their pre- 
rogatives. The U.S., Russia, 
France, Britain and China are 
permanent members ami can 
veto resolutions. 

Following a meeting Tues- 
day with U.S. Ambassador 
Bill Richardson, Russian 
Ambassador Sergey Lavrov 
said his government remained 
opposed to the automatic 
travel ban. 

France and Russia have 
negotiated lucrative contracts 
with Iraq that would kick in 
when sanctions are lifted. 
They have little interest in 
adding additional measures 
against Baghdad 

Mr. Richardson was in 
Latin America with President 
Bin Clinton when the U.S.- 
British resolution was first 
circulated and returned to the 
UN. on Monday. 

With the U.S. and Britain 
unable to overcome opposi- 
tion. Iraq's UN. ambassador. 


Nizar Hamdoon, said Bagh- 
dad’s main goal now would 
be the complete removal of 
sanctions. 

“The question of the sanc- 
tions we have been living 
under for the last seven years 
is the issue for us," Mr. Ham- 
doon said He said the council 
should respond to Iraq’s 
efforts to comply with the 
UN. by giving “further 
encouragement" over the 
coming months “so that we 
could lift the sanctions." 

Iraq claimed Last month that 
it had disclosed everything 
about its weapons pro- 
grammes — the mam condi- 
tion for lifting the sanctions. 
UN. inspectors said Iraq's 
latest “full disclosure" was 
“incomplete” and “contained 
significant inaccuracies,” 
especially concerning biolog- 
ical weapons. 

Iraqi Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Tariq Aziz said last week 
that if tiie council continues to 
maintain sanctions indefinite- 
ly, “the situation will become 
absolutely unacceptable.” 

That was interpreted as a 
threat to ban weapons inspec- 
tors altogether. 

The UN. inspectors are try- 
ing to find out if Baghdad has 
ended efforts to build long- 
range missiles as well as 
chemical, biological and 
nuclear weapons. 

Destruction of those 
weapons was a condition 
imposed by tire U.S.-led 
coalition that drove Iraqi 
forces from Kuwait in the 
Gulf war. 


Turkey creates security 


zone in northern Iraq 


ANKARA (AFP) — Turkey 
is keeping thousands of 
troops in northern Iraq to 
police a security zone aiming 
to prevent attacks by Iraq- 
based Kurdish rebels, the 
Turkish daily Huniyet report- 
ed Wednesday, citing an 
unnamed government minis- 
ter. 

The minis ter said nearly 
8,000 Turkish soldiers had 
been deployed on the Iraqi 
side of the border, ready to 
strike against any attempt to 
infiltrate Turkish territory, 
according to the newspaper. 

Last week. Turkey 
announced it was withdraw- 
ing the bulk of the 15.000 sol- 
diers, backed by air power, it 
sent into mountainous north- 
ern Iraq on SepL 23 to wipe 


out bases belonging to the 
Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK). 

But at the time. Ankara 
refused to say bow many 
troops it would keep in north- 
ern Iraq, which has a majori- 
ty Kurd population which has 
sheltered tiie PKK. fighting 
for a Kurdish homeland in 
southeastern Turkey. 

Turkey will also use its 
local allies in the Democratic 
Party of Kurdistan (PDK) to 
help quell the PKK threat. 

Turkish Deputy Prime 
Minis ter Bulent Ecevit 
backed the setting up of a 
buffer zone in northern Iraq 
in comments made two 
weeks ago. He said Turkish 
troop involvement in the 
region should continue until 


the Baghdad government 
regained control here, some- 
thing it has not achieved 
since the end of the Gulf war 
in 1991. 

Turirey said Wednesday 
that its troops and Iraqi Kur- 
dish allies had killed 862 
PKK militiamen in the raids. 
Military officials say the 
Turkish troops captured more 
than 10 PKK bases in north- 
era Iraq. The PKK denies 
this, saying it has been suc- 
cessfully resisting the Turk- 
ish campaign. 

The PKK has been fighting 
the Ankara government for 
an independent Kurdish state 
in Turkey’s southeast since 
1984. More than 26.000 peo- 
ple have died in Turkey in the 
conflict. 


Kingdom, Britain to 
conduct wargames 


AMMAN (AP) — Jordan 
and Britain will conduct 
joint military manoeuvres 
aimed at enhancing the 
Kingdom’s defence capa- 
bilities. Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said Tues- 
day. 

It said the Nov. 24-30 
combined arms training 
exercise intends to 
“exchange expertise and 
knowledge and develop 
them... until reaching mili- 
tary professionalism." 

Petra did not disclose the 
location of the exercise. 
Previous wargames have 
been conducted in foe 
desert town of Qatrana, 100 
kilometres south of 
Amm an. 

The agency said a regi- 


ment from each side will 
take part A Jordanian regi- 
ment is made of up to 300 
soldiers. 

A British embassy offi- 
cial, speaking on condition 
of anonymity, said it is a 
“routine" annual exercise 
between foe two armies. 
The last one was held in 
September 1996. 

Last year, foe U.S., which 
has pledged to help 
strengthen : Jordan's 
100,000-strong army, sent 
Jordan $100 million worth 
of military equipment. 

Washington also is 
expected to give ‘foe King- 
dom 16 F-16 fighter jets 
worth $200 million in 
December. 


Netanyahu cannot be 
trusted — Mubarak 


CAIRO ( AFP) — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
accused Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benyaxnin Netanyahu 
Wednesday of repeatedly 
breaking bis promises, and 
said it was vary difficult to 
trust him. 

‘T have met Netanyahu sev- 
eral times since his election 
[May 1996] and each time be 
promised me to respect the 
agreements. But he never 
kept his word,” Mr. Mubarak 
told the Arab daily A1 Hayar. 

“Even the Hebron accord 
signed by his government 
was never implemented,” 
President Mubarak said, 
referring to foe agreement 
signed with the Palestinian 
National Authority in January 
stipulating an Israeli army 
redeployment in the West 
Bank town. 

“How can we trust a man 
who does not even respect his 
own signature,” Mr. Mubarak 
said. 


The Egyptian president 
warned that the situation in 
die Middle East was “critical 
because tiie Israeli govern- 
ment has created new tension 
in the region." 

He nevertheless said 
progress could be made in the 
peace process “if die United 
States made more efforts to 
convince Israel to respect the 
accords and stop policies 
such as settlement construc- 
tion which contradict foe 
accords.” 

President Mubarak also 
linked Egypt’s participation at 
the Middle East and North 
Africa conference in Qatar in 
November to “a miracle" in 
foe peace progress. 

“We will monitor the situa- 
tion to foe last minute and we 
will take a decision three or 
four days before the start of 
foe conference. Maybe a mir- 
acle wiD happen” before foe 
three-day forum opens on 
Nov. 16, Mr. Mubarak said 


Lebanon truce panel hears complaints 


NAQOURA (AFP) — The 
international committee 
monitoring a truce in south 
Lebanon Tuesday urged 
Israel and foe Lebanese 
resistance to ensure foot 
residential areas are not 
affected by their military 
actions. 

The committee, which 
met to discuss a Lebanese 
complaint and an Israeli 
protest against violations of 
the April 1996 ceasefire, 
said in a statement that both 
sides are responsible for the 
way in whicb their assaults 
are conducted. 

The panel said that on 


Oct. 17 “mortar rounds 
fired by foe Israeli forces or 
those cooperating with 
them impacted in foe south- 
ern part of foe village of 
Mashghara, injuring two 
innocent civilians and dam- 
aging houses and civilian 
equipment." 

The Lebanese delegate on 
foe panel said foe firing, 
which “followed a legiti- 
mate military action of a 
Lebanese aimed group con- 
ducted from a site away 
from populated areas, con- 
stituted a violation of the 
understanding," according 
to foe statement. 



MOST IMPORTANT VISIT FOR QADHAFI: South African President Nelson Man- 
dela, defying U.S. objections to his visit, walks with Libyan leader Muanunar Qad- 
hafi on the first day of his two-day state visit to the North African country, Wednes- 
day. President Mandela arrived in Libya for a visit described by diplomats as the 
most important for the Libyan leader since the U.N. clamped sanctions on his nation 
in 1992 (Reuters photo) 


Quiet stock trade overshadowed 


by large contract in JKB shares 


AMMAN (R) — Shares on 
tiie Amman stock exchange 
fell fractionally on Wednes- 
day in quiet trade overshad- 
owed by a large contract in 
Jondan-Kuwait Bank (JKB) 
shares. 

The official 60-share 
Amman Financial Market 
index drifted 0.09 per cent 
down to 170.84 points in 
trade worth a total of JD14.4 
million. 

Brokers said most of 
JD13.2 million of that trade 
was covered by foe sale of 
JKB shares by Bank of Jor- 
dan Chairman Tawfiq 
Fakhouri, via a chain of bro- 
kers, to foe state-owned 
Social Security Corporation. 


They said a total of 2.19 
million shares changed 
hands during the day at 
prices between JD2.980 and 
JD3.208. 

Mr. Fakhouri. a major Jor- 
dan-Kuwait Bank share- 
holder, led a failed attempt 
to merge foe two banks ear- 
lier this year and has since 
sold part of his substantial 
JKB holdings, brokers say. 

Another large transaction 
in Jordan Hotel Tours worth 
JD280.000 also propped up 
volume on foe bourse. 
Shares closed down JD0.4 at 
JD8. 

“Otherwise the market 
was very quiet, but the wor- 
ries over foe cement shares 


sales have stopped,” said 
Ibrahim Odeh of Wataniyeh 
Brokerage. 

Jordan Cement Factories 
shares rose JD0.02 in 
JD3.28, building on gains 
earlier in foe week. 

The stock fell last week 
and earlier this week after a 
foreign fund starting selling, 
despite assurances from foe 
company that its third quar- 
ter results had drastically 
improved after a poor first 
half. 

Overall gaining stocks 
narrowly outnumbered fall- 
en by 16 to 14 Wednesday, 
with another nine trading 
but closing unchanged. 



AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
governments of Jordan and 
Japan have agreed to allo- 
cate JD1.65 million ($2.32 
million) to facilitate foe 
efficient execution of foe 
1997 ' parliamentary elec- 
tion and provide decision- 
makers with timely and 
accurate information, and 
eligible voters with effec- 
tive services and easy 
access to information, foe 
Japanese embassy said in a 


Japan allocates JD1.65m 
for Nov. 4 House elections 


press release Wednesday. 

An agreement to this 
effect was signed on Oct. 
22 in Amman by Minister 
of Planning Rima Khalaf 
and Japanese Ambassador 
Takayuki Kimura. 

The amount " is drawn 
from the newly-created Jor- 
dan-Japan Special Fhhdfbr 
Social and ■ ■ ■ Economic * 
Development, which ■ was 
established • in Oct.- 19, 
1997" with a capital of $60" 
million to support projects 
in Jordan, utilising Japan-, 
ese grants, the embassy 
said. i 

The allocated funds will 








chase computer hardware 
and software and other 
equipment and materials 
needed in foe . election 
process such as polling sta- 
' don furniture,, typewriters, 
printers, and stationary. 

Mr. Kimura said- after the 
•' signing: “We are glad to be 
given, the opportunity to 
financially support the 
' .democratic process of the 
Kingdom. We are sure that 
those material preparations 
.will facilitate the smooth 
implementation. . of . this 
important election.” 
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Minis try of Interior says those dealing with forged voting cards will be punished 


tions said Amman 3rd Dis- 


Two more candidates withdraw from race 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Sources at foe Ministry of Interior told 
foe Jordan Tunes foal two more can didates with drew from 
foe race yesterday, bringing down foe number of candi- 
dates running For the 80-seat Lower House from 561 to 
548. The two candidates who decided to throw in the 
towel were Ali Kayed (Jerash) and Radwan Ja’arat 
(Karak). Earlier this week, four , other candidates aban- 
doned the race: Jamal Abu Yahia. Marwan Deiri and 
Nayel Wada’an (Amman 1st District) and Khalil Mara’i 
(Amman 2nd District). The Court of First Instance has 
approved the Ministry of Interior’s decision to reject 
seven candidacies, due to discrepancies in the documen- 
tation submitted by would-be candidates. Candidates can 
withdraw from the race up until Nov. 3, one day before 
foe elections. 



By Francesca Ciriad 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Responding to 
widespread accusations that 
the Nov. 4 elections will be 
rigged, and commenting on 
recent evidence that forged 
voting cards are being circu- 
lated in some constituencies, 
the Ministry of Interior 
Wednesday made assurances 
that no effort will be spared 
to track down fbrgerers and 
buyers of voting cards (see 
story on page 3). 

“They [forged voting card 
traffickers] are wasting their 
time and money," Ministry of 
Interior Director General 
Hashem Sabbagh told foe 
Jordan Times in a telephone 
interview Wednesday. 

According to Dr. Sabbagh, 


his ministry and the police 
are “highly concerned with 
foe matter” and special inves- 
tigations are underway, to 
ensure that “only legitimate 
card holders” will go to the 
polls. 

Dr. Sabbagh warned that 
voting card forge rers and 
buyers will be punished to 
the jpa-rimum extent of foe 
law. He added that foe penal- 
ties for forging, selling, buy- 
ing. or simply possessing 
fake cards range from a 
JD100 fine to a two-month to 
three year imprisonment 
term. 

The official stated foal 
investigations are still going 
on in the case of two people 
arrested earlier this week, 
who were found in posses- 
sion of U0Q forged voting 
cards belonging to foe Cen- 
tral Bedouin and different 
Amman districts. 

The case was first reported 
by foe Arabic daily A1 Arab 
A1 Yawm Tliesday. 

Meanwhile, Minister of 
Interior Nathir Rashid said 


repeated names were deleted 
from the final list of regis- 
tered voters, which originally 
totalled 1,908,271. 

In interviews published 
yesterday in foe Arabic 
dailies A1 Aswaq and AI 
Dustour, Mr. Rashid 
announced that around 
80,000 repeated names were 
recently deleted from foe fist 

Sources at foe Ministry of 
Interior told the Jordan 
Times that foe new total of 
registered voters is 
1,890,030, and said 50.65 
per cent of registered voters 
(957,297) have collected 
their cards as of yesterday. 

Mr. Rashid also pledged 
that members of the Armed 
Forces, Public Security, and 
Civil Defence, who are not 
allowed to vote according to 
Article 5 of the Elections 
Law, will be ordered to 
remain at their posts on elec- 
tions day. 

Election observers and 
opposition candidates have 
repeatedly questioned foe 
government on foe number 


of registered voters, which 
they deemed far too high 
when compared to foe King- 
dom’s 4,444,000 estimated 
total population. 

According to Department 
of Statistics’ figures for 1 996, 
citizens below foe voting age 
of 19 total 2357,100, while 
eligible voters are 2,086,900. 

Opposition candidates 
have said that after deduct- 
ing from foe total of eligible 
voters foe number of those 
affiliated with the armed and 
security forces (more than 
120,000) and those who did 
not register for the elections, 
foe number of registered vot- 
ers should be much less than 
1.9 million. 

Notwithstanding the recent 
measures undertaken to 
enforce the law, opposition 
candidates still doubt the 
next ejections’ will be fair, 
saying that foe Elections Law 
itself is unfair and undemoc- 
ratic. 

“Ensuring foe respect of an 
unfair Elections Law does 
not mean ensuring fair elec- 


trier Christian candidate 
Khalil Haddadin. 

Mr. Haddadin, who is run- 
ning under the ticket of the 
Jordanian Arab Ba’ath 
Socialist Party, criticised foe 
current one-person, one-vote 
system as encouraging tribal- 
ism and reducing opposition 
groups’ representation in 
Parliament. 

An independent analyst 
defended the government 
from a possible wave of crit- 
icism over the forged cards 
affair, but maintained that 
such incidents are encour- 
aged by foe current “political 
atmosphere.” for which, he 
said, both the government 
and foe opposition are to be 
faulted. 

Director of Al Urdun Al 
Jadid Research Centre Hani 
Hourani said “it is ridiculous 
to blame foe government [for 
the circulation, of forged 
voter cards], but on foe other 
hand we should think that, 
when election campaigns are 
based on tribal affiliations 


and provincial outlooks 
rather than national plans, 
this [foe forgery of voter 
cards] is bound to happen.” 

With the boycott of the 
strongest opposition group, 
foe Islamic Action Front 
(IAF) and other eight politi- 
cal parties, election cam- 
paigns are being held in an 
“atmosphere of general care- 
lessness and apathy,” accord- 
ing to Mr. Hourani. 

In such an atmosphere, be 
said, “some people think 
they can get away with 
crimes such as forging voter 
cards, while they would 
think twice before risking a 
national scandal if more 
political parties and people 
were participating in the 
elections." 

Agreeing with Mr. 
Hourani, former Minister 
and Deputy Jamal Shaer, 
who has been on foe political 
scene for more than 50 years, 
said “an equation is emerg- 
ing to characterise foe 1997 
elections: On one side, foe 
Islamic movement is boy- 


cotting, and, on foe other 
side, tribalism is intensify- 
ing." 

A strong critic of the one- 
person, one-vote system. Dr. 
Shaer said he expected foe 
elections to be fair. 

“One very important rea- 
son is that many non-Jorda- 
nians are watching, such as 
diplomats and journalists.” 

The other reason for which 
Dr. Shaer said he believed 


that the next elections will be 
fair is that Jordan's status in 
foe international arena and 
current international aid and 
support depend on foe posi- 
tive image the Kingdom can 
give on its democratisation 
process. 

“We do not have oil. The 
only thing we can sell to 
Arabs and non-Arabs, to gain 
their goodwill, is our democ- 
racy," Dr. Shaer concluded 
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Algerians go to polls today amid 
crackdown on Islamic extremists 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Algeri- 
ans will cast their ballots in 
local elections Thursday that 
have largely been ignored by 
voters more concerned about 
an upsurge in attacks by 
Islamist extremists that have 
left hundreds dead. 

Hie elections, considered the 
last stage in a government bid 
to revamp die electoral system, 
come amid an army crack- 
down on the radical Aimed 
Islamic Group (GIA) which 
has claimed responsibility for 
several horrific massacres in 
recent months. 

Authorities say the killings 
left less than 200 people deal 
whereas witnesses put the^ 
death toll at more than 500. w 

Fearing renewed attacks by - 
the GIA, the campaign leading „ 
up to the vote Thursday has 
largely been ignored in several 
areas. 

In all, some 1 6 million voters 
can cast their ballots in the 
local elections in which die 
National Democratic Rally 
(RND) party close to President 


Liamihe Zeroual is expected to 
perform well 

Created at the beginning of 
the year, the party is to contest 
nearly all the country’s 1,480 
local polls and is uncontested 
in 37 of them. More than 

87,000 candidates will stand in 
the proportional-style elec- 
tions. 

Several parties have criti- 
cised the RND of being 
backed by die government and 
of being ready to cheat in order 
to tip the vote in its favour, a 
charge rejected by the party. 

■‘We are at the forefront of 
the struggle against terrorism, 
we are the ones who will save 
Algeria,” says one RND candi- 
date. 

Close behind die RND is die 
former ruling National Libera- . 
tion Born (NLF) which has 
candidates standing in most 
communities. Its government 
coalition partner, the Move- 
ment for Social Peace, along- 
side die RND has its candi- 
dates in about one half of the 
towns and villages. 


The banned Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS), which in 1 992 
was set to sweep to power in 
general elections that were 
subsequently suspended, has 
called for a boycotr of the vote 
from its bases abroad and for 
the government to undertake a 
global solution to end the near- 
ly five-year civil war in' Algeria 
that has claimed an estimated 

60.000 lives. 

Authorities, however, dis- 
miss such suggestions and are 
presenting die elections as the 
final piece of institutional 
rebuilding after- a presidential 
poll in 1995, a constitutional 
referendum in 1996 and June’s 
parliamentary elections. 

Candidates in the elections 
have led a low-key campaign 
because of several attacks and 
die difficulties of daily life in 
parts of the country where the 
armed insurrection against the 
authorities continue: 

At least 10 people have been 
killed in Algeria in recent days 
in attacks against civilians and 
candidates standing in die local 


elections, media and party offi- 
cials say. 

Amid the growing tension, 
special security measures have 
been ordered by the authorities 
including a suspension on 
weekly markets and a ban on 
heavy loads being transported 
in towns. .Algeria’s private 
press has also reported a major 
military crackdown on the 
GIA which has apparently 
continued its bloody attacks 
despite a unilateral ceasefire 
called by the radical party ar 
the beginning of the month. 

Beginning three weeks ago, 
the press reported a military 
operation against a GIA camp 
15 kilometres south of the cap- 
ital and another move against 
suspected GIA bases in the 
Bamem forest to the west of 
Algiers. 

The newspapers sad that the 
GIA had placed mines and 
other obstacles in die way of 
the advancing forces who were 
using bulldozers to slowly 
carve a path through die 
Baine m forest 



SHEIKH YASSIN ADDRESSES STUDENTS: Sheikh Ahmad Yassin, the Hamas founder who was 
recently released from Israeli jaiL is surrounded by his supporters as he enters the Islamic University’ Wednes- 
day. Sheikh Yassin said during his speech that Hama, will continue to fight the Israeli occupation (Reuters 
photo) ' , 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Qatar deports 20 ‘homosexual’ Filipinos 

DOHA (AP) — Qatar has deported 20 Filipinos suspected of 
engaging in homosexual acts, a Filipino embassy official said 
here Wednesday. "Twenty bjive been deported and there are 
1 6 more awaiting deportation for the same charges," Abraham 
Estavello said. The Filipinos Were not chaiged in court Police 
-in the capital Doha; arrested them on Oct 1 in a raid on cloth- 
ing and barbershops that had been under surveillance for sev- 
eral weeks. If convicted of committing a homosexual act in 
Qatar, foreigners are usually sentenced to five years in prison 
and are then deported. 

Thrkish police arrest man with big bomb 

DIYARB AK3R <R) — Turkish police arrested a man with a 
powerful bomb in the eastern city of Elazig on Wednesday, a 
statement from the provincial governor's office said. It said i 
the man, Ali Cental Ercan, was arrested near the city’s main j 
bus station with the bomb of dynamite and packed with ; 
nails and bullets. It was also equipped with a tinting device. 
"If it had exploded it would have led to a large loss of life, if 
it had been placed 1 oft 1 Jfbus; it worildhaVfc rip/ped it to*pfficS7 T ' 
Anatolian news agency quoted Elazig governor Lutfullah Bil- 
gin as saying. Anatolian said Ercan, a posM worker, denied 
being a' member 1 of the separatist Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK), fait said he worked as a courier for the group. 

‘Missing' Israeli policeman found in resort 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — An Israeli border policeman sparked a 
security alert Wednesday when he was reported missing while 
hitchhiking to his base in the West Bank. But the 19-year-old 
policeman was caught several hours later wandering around 
tiie Red Sea resort of Eilat, police said. Police launched a hunt 
for Yossi Souid after he was reported missing while hitchhik- 
ing overnight from his home near Tel Aviv to his base east of 
Jerusalem in the occupied West Bank Army troops and bor- 
der police began searching for officer Souid in the Jerusalem 
area and issued appeals for help on public radio amid concerns 
be may have been kidnapped by Palestinian militants. 

Gas station attendant shot by driver 

RIYADH (AP) — A gas station attendant who tried to stop a 
Saudi motorist from driving off without paying was shot deal, 
a newspaper reported here Wednesday. The motorist filled up 
with $ 6.50 worth of fuel at a Riyadh gas station, but then 
refused to pay, die Arab News reported. When an Indian atten- 
dant tried to stop him from driving off, the motorist pulled out 
a gun and shot him in the leg. Another . attendant, also from 
India, intervened and the driver shot him dead, the paper sai d 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — An 
Iraqi newspaper Wednesday 
demanded the U.N. seize 
rockets from the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan (PUK). 
accusing the group of firing 
the weapons at villages in 
northern Iraq and receiving 
open support from Iran. 

The official Babel newspa- 
per, run by Iraqi President 
Sad dam Hussein’s son 
Uday, said Jalal Talabani’s 
PUK had used short-range 
Grad rockets against civilian 
targets during last week's 
inter-Kurdish fighting. 

“Talabani recently used 
Grad rockets for die first 
time against villages and 


towns in Iraqi Kurdistan, 
with the flagrant support of 
Iran.” said the paper. 

The paper said the use of 
Grad rockets was "a danger- 
ous development which 
threatens the national securi- 
ty and resources of Iraq, 
especially given the fact that 
Mr. Talabani’s group is posi- 
tioned near Tamim province 
where the oil fields (of 
Kirkuk) are situated — the 
nerve centre of our econo- 
my” 

“Who will guarantee that 
this group will not use its 
arms against our towns and 
our oil fields?' asked Babel. 

The paper called on the 


UJ4. to seize the rockets 
from the PUK. warning that 
otherwise “Iraq would be 
authorised to take adequate 
measures to protect its peo- 
ple and maintain its security 
and sovereignty.” 

A large swathe of northern 
Iraq has operated outside the 
Baghdad government's con- 
trol since the Kurdish upris- 
ing against President Sad- 
dam in the aftermath of the 
1991 Gulf war. 

The PUK and the rival 
Kurdistan Democratic Party 
(KDP) jointly ruled the 
region until their power- 
sharing agreement collapsed 
into armed conflict in 1994. 


KDP flared on Oct. 12 leav- 
ing an estimated LOO people 
dead before a shaky mice 
brokered by Britain. Turkey 
and the United States came . 
into force. 

Eric Fait, the spokesman 
for U.N. humanitarian oper- 
ations in Baghdad, said that 
according to reports 
received by his office north- 
ern Iraq was calm on 
Wednesday morning. 


an offensive against PUK 
positions at 2:30 a.m. [local 
time] on the Shaqlawa- 
Heran road, seriously violat- 
ing the ceasefire that went 
into force Oct 17, 4 ' the PUK 
said. 

The KDP had said it would 
only honour the mice until 
Monday night to allow the 
PUK to pull back to posi- 
tions that it occupied before 
the latest, fighting started. 


although the U.N. later said 
the KDP extended the dead- 
line to Tuesday night ' 
Turkish foreign mimstty 
spokesman Omer Akbel told 
reporters in Ankara that 
despite several violations of 
the mice accord, the situa- 
tion in northern Iraq had 
remained generally calm 
since Friday. ' J- 

But he added that for the 
truce to hold in the long term 
the PUK would have to give 
up the land it captured dur- 
ing the five days of fighting 
and return to the positions 
brokered under an October 
1 996 ceasefire. ’ ' 


Iraq calls on U.N. to seize rockets from PUK 


The ILN. coordinates the 
delivery of humanitarian 
relief in northern Iraq; but it 
has no mandate to intervene 
militarily in the region. 

Five days of fighting 
between the PUK ancUthfe 


Thp . P,UK : accused the 
KDP on Tuesday of violat- 
ing the .ceasefire and of 
expelling 37ft people from 
the main Iraqi Kurdistan city 
ofarbiK 

'’“The KDP forces launched 


• X i • 



for ‘alcoM^smuggfoig’ 


Peres calls for Palestinian state 


Monday, former U.S. Secre- 


KUWATT (AP) — Uirited.' 
Nations observers said 
Wednesday one of their offi- 
cers is being investigated for 
allegedly smuggling alcohol 
from Iraq into Kuwait, 
where liquor is banned 

The mission is “taking the 
matter very seriously." and a 
special team from the world 
body’s headquarters in New 
York is investigating. 
Abdullahi Rijal. the U.N. 
Kuwait-Iraq Observation 
Mission spokesman, said. 

He was reacting when 
asked to comment on a 
report published Tuesday in 
A1 Siyassab daily. 

The newspaper said 
Kuwaiti police arrested the 
officer with 500 bottles of 
whisky and $500,000 in his 
U.N. car. It did not give his 
name or nationality or say 


when he was arrested- It 
said he had been doing this 
for a long time. 

Mr. Rijal declined to give 
any details and would only 
say tl; number jf bottles 
reported in the daily was 
“overly inflated.” 

U.N. observers have been 
patrolling a demilitarised 
zone along the desert border 
between Kuwait and Iraq 
since the end of the 1991 
Gulf war that liberated this 
small oil-rich state from a 
seven-month Iraqi occupa- 
tion. 

Kuwait has built a trench 
along the 210-kilometre 
frontier to keep smugglers 
and infiltrators oul It is now 
fortifying it with an electri- 
fied fence that is partly in 
operation and is expected to 
be finished soon. 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Former 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
called Tuesday for the estab- 
lishment of a Palestinian state 
in a speech closing the two- 
day inaugural session of a 
new peace institute that bears 
his name . 

“In a very' strange and para- 
doxical way, in order for 
Israel ro remain a Jewish state 
we need a non-Jewish state in 
pan of Israel’’ Me Peres told 
Israeli Arab and world digni- 
taries gathered to launch the 
Peres Centre for Peace. “It is 
not that we are doing a favour 
to anybody. We need it for our 
ourselves.” 

With 4.7 million Jews and 
some four million' Arabs- liv- 
ing in Israel, the West Bank 
and Gaza, the alternative was 
a binational state which nei- 
ther Israelis dot Palestinians 
desire, be said. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, who edged out 


Mr. Peres in last year's elec- 
tion. still opposes the creation 
of a Palestinian state — a key 
issue fuelling discord between 
Israel and the Palestinians. 

The Peres Centre for Peace 
had been ridiculed as a 
sinecure for the 74-year-old 
Mr. Peres, who reluctantly 
stepped down as Labour Party 
leader several months ago and 
was replaced in a primary 
election by former military 
chief Ehud Barak. 

But the stream of more than 
100 world dignitaries who 
arrived at the official opening 
Monday was an impressive 
show of support for his ideas. 
Many stayed on for seminars 
on peace Tuesday. 

The centre issued a state- 
ment saying that dozens of 
regional cooperation projects 
have already been decided 
upon and have unspecified 
financing. It mentioned a pro- 
ject to turn 25,000 Israeli and 


Palestinian children into pen 
pals and the creation of a new 
industrial park on the edge of 
the autonomous Gaza Strip 
which will provide up to 

50,000 jobs for Palestinians. 

Earlier Wednesday, at a ses- 
sion on the lessons of peace- 
making, there was marked 
difficulty in avoiding politics 
and maintaining the intended 
academic tone. 

Palestinian speakers repeat- 
edly attacked Me 
Netanyahu's right-wring gov- 
ernment and expressed long- 
ing for the softer style of 
Labour — especially for for- 
mer chief negotiator Uri 
Savir, who now runs the Peres 
Centre. 

U.S. envoy Dennis Ross — 
taking a break from his cur- 
rent peace shuttle — said 
what was needed was- for 
negotiators on both sides to 
have empathy for each otfaen 

At the opening ' session 


tary of State Warren Christo- 
pher noted that "relations 
between Israelis and Palestini- 
ans have eroded alarmingly” 
over the past year. 

Egyptian foreign Minister 
Amr Musa put the blame 
squarely on Israel, saying that 
at no rime since the late 
Egyptian President Anwar 
Sadat launched the peace 
process by visiting Israel in 
1977 “has the process wit- 
nessed such a loss of credibil- 
ity” and ‘the ball is in the 
Israeli government's court” 

Also on hand were Minister 
of Water and Irrigation 
Man tiier Haddadin. Palestin- 
ian cabinet ministers and 
security officials. German 
Parliament Speaker Rita 
Suessmuth. and others. The 
centre's international board of 
governors includes Mikhail 
Gorbachev, Jimmy Carter and 
Henry Kissinger. 1 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
14:10 — New Kids on the Block 

14 JO My Little Fairy Tale 

15:00 America’s Funniest People 
15:30 — .He Shoots He Scores 
ifrflA I Love Lucy 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


16:30The Boy From Andromeda 

17:00 -French Programmes 

19H10 News in French 

19:15 French Progammes 

19 JO News Headlines 

19:35 .Trivial Pursiui 

20riW Parenthood 

20^0 Lois and Clark — Super- 
man 

21:10 . — Oprah Winfrey Show 

22:00 News in En glish 

22J0 — ! — .Feature Film 

2359 -End of TX 


PRAYER TIMES 

04:23 Pajr 

05:40 . — (Sunrise) Duha 

11:20.... Dhuhr 

14:30- ‘Asr 

17:00 -Maghreb 

18:17 ‘Isha 

i 

CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swrifieb,TeL 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Church TeL 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 637440. 

De la Salle Oiurch TeL 661757. 


Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Church TeL 652S26. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
TeL 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

TeL 775261. 

Sl Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 

Tel. 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
TeL 824328. 

German-speaking E vangelical 
Congregation TeL 688404 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarcne TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman TeL 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin CathoQcs Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by die Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Temperatures are expected to 
rise with skies sunny to partly- 
cloudy, and winds westerly 
moderate. In Aqaba, winds 
will be northerly moderate and 
seas calm. 

Amman 11/23 

Aqaba 15/28 

Deserts 07/25 


Jordan Valley —...15/28 

Yesterday’s hi£h temperatures: 
Amman 21 , Aqaba 26 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 52 per 
cent, Aqaba 28 per cent. 

USEFUL . . 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dn Mazes AJNbafi 830435 

Dr. FayezDabbas 759155 

Ds Adnan Zagfrloiil 898140 

De FakherBflbasi . 5522233 

Firas pharmacy ..-.661912 
Ferdows pharmacy ......778336 

A1 Asema pharmacy— „637Q5 5 ■ 
Nairookh pharmacy .—623672 ‘ 
A! Salam pharmacy .-.636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .....644945 

Shmdsani pharmacy -.637660 

NajTb pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dn Ahmad Qami - —281484 

AI Quds pharmacy — ) 

ZARQA: 

De ZubourAlQadi —.906606 
Khalifefa pharmacy : 985417 

emergencies 

Food Control Centre ....,6371 1 1 
Civil Defence Department 

— 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 


-630341 


Ovft Defence Emergency -199 
Rescue Police 192, 621111. 
637777 

Fine Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police . — . — 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints .661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Muni cipality Com- 
plaints 78711-1 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs ...—..I -.2. -623101 

Abdaii Telephone Repairs 

661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan — —7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

....—815615 

Electric Power Company 

636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen ABfl IntL Airport 08- 

53200 . ’ ■ • 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 


813813/32 

Khafidi Maternity, ..644281/6 
AMleh Maternity, —642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 

Malbas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmasani 60707 1 
Shmeeani Hospital — 669131 

University Hospital 845S45 

Al-Muasher Hospital 

667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdaii 666126/37 

AJ-AhU Abdaii 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 

. 777101/3 

Al-Bashir, —77511 i/26 

Army, Marka .89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 

1 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

; The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery _. 865 199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

1 f -.(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

J., : (09)900560 

IfaiSina Hospital (09)986732 
Ai Efikma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

11 1(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn AI Na&es Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 


Princess Baya Hospital 
103)31411 1 . 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport Te|. 
(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified . . . 
Information on other flights are 
supplied on phone 08 (52700) or 
08(53250). 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:05 .Sanaa (RJ) 

08:45 - — — ... New Delhi (RJ) 

09:05 Dhahran Riyadh (RJ) 

09:05 Bombay (RJ) 

09til5 .....Beirut (RJ) 

09:40 Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

09:45 Doha, Bahrain iRJ) 

lOriJO Colombo (RJ) 

14:15 ^Kuwait (RJ) 

14^5 New York, Amsterdam (RT) 

16.-05 Moscow (RJ) 

16:30 London (RJ) 

18:20 —Bangkok. Calcutta (RJ) 
18:25 Athens (RTi 


Other Flights 

07:50 -Medan (EK) 

12:00 -Riyadh (SV) 

12:55 Doha (GF) 

13rf0 ShariqahfAH) 

15:00 Rome (AZ) 

18:00 — - Dubai (EK) 

20:00 Cairo (MSj 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

23:20 iAmsterdam, Beirut (KL) 

04:40 .—London (BA) 

08 dN Dubai (EK) 

-^nyaTW^(RW) • 

(For Thursday and Friday) . 

07:45 Aqaba (RW) 

09:05 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
09:50 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

17:20- .Tel Aviv (RW) 

18:30. .Amman (QALA)(RW| 

21:20 ... -Aqaba (RW) 

22:50 Amman (Marka Airpom 
(RW) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

05:45 Beirut (RJ) 

06:2Q Moscow (RJ) 

08:40 ...i. Kuwait (Rj) 

10:35 _Abu Dhabi. AT Ain (RJ) 
11:10 —Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 
11:25 Amsterdam. Chicago iRJ) 

-—...Paris (RJ) 

London (RJ) 


18:45 -AbU Dhabi AI ’ Ain (RJ) 13:00 .ZZZZ.Alhens (RJ) 


20:10 Cairo (RJ> 

2(h20 Lanin ca (RJ) 

20:25 Jeddah (RJ) 

21:00 ...Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 
21:25 Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta (RJ) 
23:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

03:00 . ...Athens (OA) 

05:15 .Istanbul (TK) 

07:45 — Beirut (ME): 

08:10 London (BA) 

09:00 ; Amsterdam (GA1 

13:30..... ....^.Riyadb (SV) 

13:45 ...Abu Dhabi, Doha (GF) 
14:30 Annaba ( Algeria) (AH') 

16:00 Rnnv» (AZ) 

19 KX) Damascus, Dubai (EK) 

21:00 Cairo (MS) 

01:30 Amsterdam (KL) 

07:45 Beirut (ME) 

09riK) ..Dubai (EK) 

09:25 London (BA) 

Royal W ings 

(For Thursday and Friday) 
06:45 Amman (Maria Airport) (RW) 

08:15.-.,. ..Aqaba (RW) 

09*-30 -Amman (QAIA) W 
16:45 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

17:55 JTdAvWK#) 

2030 —.Amman (QAlA)(RW 
21:50 Aqaba (RW) 
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Princess Sarvath stresses importance Prime minister reviews election 
of interfaith dialogue for ’a better future' preparations in Salt, Madaba 


MANCHESTER (Petra) — 
Her Royal Highness 
Edbcess Sarvath A1 Hassan 
has stressed theimportance 
of promoting interfaith and 
inter-cultural dialogue, say- 
ing that only throng under- 
standing and appreciating 
their similarities and differ- 
ences can the three 
monotheistic religions offer 
hope for a better future. 

In a speech opening an 
exhibition on the Dead Sea 
copper scrolls on behalf of 
ffis Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, Princess 
Sarvath emphasised that 
“while we must recognise 
that the specifics of our tra- 
dition and practices are 
vital, they must never 


obscure the values of toler- 
ance and compassion for all 
our fellow human beings, 
regardless of race, colour, or 
creed. 

“It is this denial of the 
rights and humanity of oth- 
ers that invariably leads to 
the spiralling nightmare of 
violence and terror,” 
Princess Sarvath said at the 
opening of the exhibition 
entitled ‘Treasures from the 
Dead Sea; The Copper 
Scroll after 2000 years” 

Recognising the painstak- 
ing research and study 
undertaken by distinguished 
scholars to decipher the 
scrolls which were discov- 
ered near the Dead Sea in 
1952, Princess Sarvath said 


it was the firm belief in the 
importance of these scrolls 
to humanity at iaige that led 
Jordan to appoint an editing 
team to study them. 

She pointed to the empha- 
sis that the three monotheis- 
tic religions place on schol- 
arly work, which is consid- 
ered an act of worship. 

“1 hope that as we look at 
the hu manitarian require- 
ments of unders tandin g our 
past, in the hope of creating 
a bettor present and future,” 
Princess Sarvath said, 
“exhibitions such as this 
will serve to help us all 
identify common ground 
and to think and act in terms 
of universal values.” 

The copper scroll was dis- 



TRAINING PLANES JOIN THE RJAA: Two French-made tr aining planes Wednes- 
day are added to the Royal Jordanian Aviation Academy (RJAA). The RJAA was 
established in 1971 and has turned out 1,050 pilots, 60 per cent of whom are non- 
Jordanians (Petra photo) 


Workshop meets to develop 
poverty alleviation strategies 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Experts and 
practitioners met Wednesday 
at a one-day workshop enti- 
tled “Mechanisms for Pover- 
ty Alleviation” to develop 
strategies that can provide 
bases for tangible actions to 
tackle poverty in Jordan. 

At the opening of the work- 
shop, held at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre on the occasion 
of die International Day for 
the Eradication of Poverty, 
UNDP Resident Representa- 
tive Jotgen Lissner said Jor- 
dan is dealing with the pover- 
ty problem in three aspects, 
research, action, and increas- 
ing awareness. 

In teams of research, Mr. 
Lissner said several studies 
and analyses were conducted 
to determine the size and 
cause of the problem. 

In terms of action, he main- 
tained “coordination does not 
exist between the govern- 
ment and the non-govern- 
mental organisations.” 

As for increasing people’s 
awareness of the problem, 
Mr Lissner pointed out that 
people are aware and interest- 
ed about poverty issues “but 
do not know what to do.” 

He stated that the workshop 
aimed at tackling issues that 
are neglected, such as finding 
ways to move from the 
macro-scale of policy formu- 
lation and numbers to specif- 


ic and tangible marhanisms 
of tackling the issue of pover- 
ty, and publicly raising 
awareness on the plight of tbe 
poor. 

Government officials 
announced recently that 
150,000 families live near the 
line of absolute poverty, 
accounting for 21 per cent of 
the total population. Families 
living under the line of abject 
poverty woe estimated by 
government studies at nine 
per cent of the population. 

Senior UNDP Programme 
Officer Abla Amawi said 
Wednesday’s gathering 
brought together a number of 
nongovernmental organisa- 
tions (NGOs) working at the 
grassroots Icvd to brainstorm 
on the obstacles they face in 
implementing poverty pro- 
grammes in the field and in 
devising definite plans to deal 
with and overcome these 
obstacles. 

Further, Dr. Amawi said the 
Jordanian government has 
started providing the Social 
Security Package (SSP), in 
cooperation with the UNDP 
and other voluntary organisa- 
tions, “and the participants 
are working to come out with 
strategies and mechanisms to 
implement the SSP pro- 
gramme.” 

Also speaking at the open- 
ing ceremony. Minister of 
Social Development 

Mohammad Mamser 

reviewed the rote the ministry 


plays in addressing poverty 
and aiding families Who live 
below the poverty line. 

In reviewing one of the 
ministiy’s programmes, the 
National Aid Fund, Dc 
Mamser told the gathering 
that the programme supports 
more than 32,000 families by 
giving them between JD40 
and JD50 per month, adding 
That “the minis try is p lanning 
to increase the amount to 
JD60 pea: month.” . 

Participants Wednesday 
viewed two films, a docu- 
mentary and a musical, both 
entitled “Face to Face with 
Poverty,” and both illustrating 
the actual lives of tbe poor. 

The seminar included a 
paper that was presented by 
sociologist Musa Shtewi enti- 
tled “Obstacles Facing Insti- 
tutions Working in Poverty 
Alleviation Endeavours,” a 
paper presented by Dr. 
Amawi on “Mechanisms for 
Poverty Alleviation,” and a 
paper presented by Sadeq 
Khawaja on “Poverty Aware- 
ness.” 

According to Dr Amawi, 
the working group will 
devise recommendations that 
will be submitted to tbe Min- 
istry of Planning and other 
relevant ministries and insti- 
tutes. 


LUHHT’S GOING ON 


h&riof America” by American poet Janw-A. 
anamd and American saxopbom# Qiahsse trains : 

Hte American Genies Abdoun on Ihonity tt the 

lqoks@Cafe. the Hot Circle, Jabal Amman at 7:00 


CONCERTS 

“An -Open hi die Making^ (paftnning 
riage of Figaro) by the orchestra of die. 
sic ConssvBKxy at ihe. Royal Oitatal- C 
radayai&OGpjn. 


1 rCOat^ Cbme on Thursday at&OOpJh- 
~ FILMS - 


DaratAI 


«. swam 


rlhusday at 5:00 pin. 


£ - > .. : --r i H'Jk. 
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covered in 1952 during the 
course of an expedition con- 
ducted by the Department 
of Antiquities on tbe north- 
west shore of the Dead Sea. 
The exhibition's principal 
purpose is to highlight the 
role of the Department of 
Antiquities since the scrolls, 
which reside in Amman, 
were first discovered. 

The exhibition, which fear 
turn die 23 strips of the cop- 
per scroll now hosted in 
Manchester by the Mant- 
chester-S heffiel d Centre for 
Dead Sea Scrolls Research, 
follows an international 
symposium that was devot- 
ed exclusively to the study 
of the copper scrolls. 


Jordan, U.K. 
to conduct 
military 
training 
next month 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and 
the U.K. will conduct joint 
military manoeuvres with die 
goal of enhancing die King- 
dom’s defensive capabilities, 
according to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. 

The Nov. 24-30 combined 
arms training exercise intends 
to “exchange expertise and 
knowledge and develop diem,” 
according to Petra. 

This is part of the annual 
military training by the Jordan 
Aimed Forces, conducted in 
collaboration with aim ed 
forces of Arab and friendly 
nations, Petra said. 

The agency did not disclose 
the location of the exercise, but 
previous war games have been 
conducted in the desert town 
of Qatrana, 100 kOometzes 
south of Amman. 

Petra said a regiment from 
each side wOl take part in the 
exercises. A Jordanian regi- 
ment is made up of 300 troops. 
A British embassy official 

said it is a routine annual exor- 
cise between the two annies. 

The most recent exercise 
was held in September 1996. 

India offers 
technical 
support to 
Kingdom 

AMMAN (Petra) — India is 
ready to extend technical assis- 
tance to Jordan, especially in 
the fields of water and land 
reclamation and agricultural 
technology, according to S. 
Banda, head of the commercial 
section at the Indian embassy 
and D. Singh, who is in charge 
of technical and economic 
cooperation at the embassy. 

La a statement marking 
India’s celebration Wednesday 
of Day of Technical and Eco- 
nomic Cooperation, they said 
85 Jordanian officials from the 
public sector have acquired 
advanced t raining at Indian sci- 
entific centres and more than 
5,000 students have graduated 
from Indian institutes of higher 
education, most of whom stud- 
ied scientific subjects and can 
contribute to the Kingdom's 
development projects. 

Tbe Indian government 
annually offers Jordan ten 
scholarships, but is ready to 
increase the number upon the 
request of Jordanian govern- 
ment, tbe two officials said. 

India is also ready to assist 
Jordan in preventing further 
desert encroachment and pro- 
moting its agricultural plans, 
they continued. 

Jordanian-Indian relations 
are excellent and India believes 
that die future abounds with 
prospects for bilateral coopera- 
tion in several fields, according 
to Messrs. Banda and Singh. 

They said die commercial 
and technical departments at 
the Indian foreign ministr y 
conduct the technical coopera- 
tion programme with Third 
World nations, including Jor- 
dan, adding that 710 Jordani- 
ans ann ually benefit from this 
uiotuamme. 


SALT-MADABA (Petra) 
— Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali Wednesday 
expressed satisfaction 
with the arrangements 
taken so far by the various 
govemorates to create an 
appropriate climate for the 
elections. 

Addressing the executive 
councils of Salt and Mada- 
ba during visits to the two 
towns, the prime minister 
praised the efforts of the 
officials in charge of the 
preparation of the elec- 
tions and the local citizens 
for their awareness and 
determination to exercise 
their constitutional right. 


The large number of 
people turning out to 
receive their voter cards 
and take part 'in the elec- 
tions has exceeded expec- 
tations and reflected the 
good image of the citizens 
and democracy in the 
Kingdom, he said. 

In his remarks, Dr. 
Majali stated that the gov- 
ernment was embarking 
on plans to introduce 
decentralisation, which he 
said is most beneficial for 
encouraging investments. 

The government will 
continue implementing the 
economic reforms that 
started in 1989, encourag- 


ing the peace process, and 
addressing internal prob- 
lems, particularly the 
weakness in public admin- 
istration, be added, 

Madaba Governor Abdul 
Karim Malahmeh 

reviewed the general situa- 
tion in the governorate and 
presented its needs and 
demands, which he said 
include a Ham at Waleh, an 
industrial city, and a major 
road linkin g the city with 
the Jordan Valley. 

On preparations for elec- 
tions, the governor said 
48,644 persons registered 
to vote and 46 voting cen- 
tres will accommodate 


them. 

He stated that 30 centres 
have been opened for the 
distribution of voter cards. 

Balqa Governor Abdul- 
lah Hasban said distribu- 
tion of voter cards in his 
governorate reached 70 
percent 

The mayor of Salt pre- 
sented the prime minister 
with a number of demands 
concerning roads, a hospi- 
tal, and street lighting. 

The meetings were 
attended by Minister of 
Interior Nathir Rashid and 
the govemorates’ officials 


Public sector health professionals 
increase work stoppage to four hours 


ByOdehOdeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In a move 
considered an escalation of 
the work stoppage taken by 
doctors, pharmacists, and 
dentists employed by the 
public sector, strikers 
Wednesday observed a 
four-hour work stoppage, 
providing no services to the 
public except in emergency 
cases. 

Basem Dajani, president 
of the Jordan Medical 
Association (JMA) and 
spokesperson for the strik- 
ers, said the members of 
three associations are still 
willing to hold a dialogue 
with the government to 
reach a settlement 

Tbe strikers, who are 
demanding higher salaries, 
higher allowances, and 
other benefits, Monday 
held a two-hour work stop- 
page to back tbeir demands 
and, should they receive no 
response, from the govern- 


ment, intend to stage a full- 
day strike Saturday, accord- 
ing to Dr. Dajani. 

Reacting to the strikers’ 
action. Minister of Health 
and Medical Care Ashraf 
Kurd! said the government 
believes in dialogue but it 
by no means can accept 
strikes, threats, or black- 
mail and would not suc- 
cumb to pressure of this 
kind. 

He said tbe government 
would not resume a dia- 
logue with the three associ- 
ations until tbe escalation 
of the work stoppage ends, 

adding that a minister ial 

committee has been created 
to discuss the strikers’ 
demands. 

According to JMA Vice 
President Salim Smadi, 
“association sub-commit- 
tees in the govemorates 
have reported that the strike 
was observed in various 
hospitals and health cen- 
tres.” ■ 

The three associations 


said they have sent a letter 
to HRH Crown Prince Has- 
san requesting an audience 
' to present their views and 
the demands from the Min- 
istry of Health and Medical 
Care. 

“We call for the applica- 
tion of regulations and a 
return to dialogue and we 
are committed to serving 
the nation,” the letter stated. 

“We demand an improve- 
ment of our living condi- 
tions. We demand that the 
ministry introduce an 
“incentives system” and 
implement - resolutions 
passed by the former minis- 
ter of health,” the letter con- 
tinued. 

Dr. Kindi told the press 
that the three associations 
resorted to work stoppages 
despite foe fact that the 
ministerial committee has 
been continuing the dia- 
logue with diem. 

On the doctors’ demand 
that the government pay 
them part of the fees col- 


lected from the public for 
treatment, the minister said 
these fees are collected 
from taxpayers and are 
used to pay for water, elec- 
tricity, and food for the in- 
patients and for the x-ray 
and laboratory expenses, 
and could not be paid to the 
associations. 

Should the current dia- 
logue reach a dead end, the 
strikers could resort to 
court, whose decision will 
be accepted by both sides, 
the minister stressed. 

However, he said, strikes 
are considered a violation 
of the law, and disregarding 
patients’ health is a viola- 
tion of ethics. 

Dr. Kurdi warned that the 
ministry is determined to 
apply Article 44 of the Civil 
Service Law of 1988 to deal 
firmly with any persons 
found to be disrupting pub- 
lic medical services. 


Ministry deals with Voter list problems, 
continues preparations for elections 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Tbe 
Ministry of Interior has 
engaged the services of a 
computer expert to help 
eliminate the problem of 
repeated names on voter 
lists and guarantee that the 
correct number of regis- 
tered voters will be allowed 
to cast ballots only once 
each. Minister of Interior 
Nathir Rashid said Wednes- 
day. 

In an interview published 
in the Arabic daily A1 Dus- 
tour, Mr. Rashid said the 
ministry discovered that 
there were 80,000 repeated 
names on the registered 
voters list, which were 
immediately deleted (See 
story on page 1). 

The government is deter- 
mined to guarantee fair and 
free elections and so has 
required that a voter pro- 
duce a family registration 
book or identity card, 
obtain a voting card, and 
vote in the elections, the 
minister stated. 

Mr. Rashid echoed 
remarks by Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali, saying 
the government will be neu- 
tral in the elections and will 
neither back any candidate 
or group of candidates, nor 
mterfere in the elections. 

When asked why the gov- 
ernment has taken down 


some campaign banners, be 
said two out of 561 candi- 
dates had their banners 
removed because the slo- 
gans they carried do not 
represent the general pub- 
lic’s orientation, adding that 
he is authorised by law to 
remove such banners or 
posters. 

The minister noted that 
die removed banners 
belonged to a former intel- 
ligence officer who retired 
and shifted his views from 
extreme right to extreme 
left, and another person 

whose campaign is being 
financed by foreign 

sources. 

When asked if tbe gov- 
ernment has invited foreign 
observers to monitor the 
elections, Mr. Rashid 

revealed that an official 
organisation in an Arab 

country asked to monitor 
the elections, but Jordan 
refused the request. 

“We are fully confident 
that the elections will be 
fair and free and T will not 
invite observers to Jordan, 
because tbe country is open 
to all," he added. 

On the arrest of a citizen 
in the Irbid region for urg- 
ing the public to boycott the 
elections, Mr. Rashid said: 
“It was upon my order that 
the arrest took place. I 


asked that the man be 
referred to trial, but later he 
was released after pledging 
that he would not carry out 
similar acts.” 

Denying allegations that 
the next Parliament will not 
include any opposition 
deputies, he said the 13tb 
Parliament will include 
opposition members and 
political opposition groups. 
He stated that the previous 
Parliament had no opposi- 
tion in the beginning, but 
opposition groups later 
emerged during debates. 

Mr. Rashid revealed that 
disciplinary action was 
taken against two govern- 
ment officials who violated 
the regulations concerning 
voter card distribution. 

“I will not succumb to 
pressure and I have taken 
action against these two 
officials,” he added. 

When asked about tbe 
government’s attitude 
toward professional and 
trade unions, the minister 
replied “we have no prob- 
lem with them. The present 
government has no plans 
concerning the unions. I 
■believe that the unions 
should seek only to guaran- 
tee work for their members, 
but the government does 
not plan to introduce 
amendments to the unions 


law.” 

When asked if the min- 
istry had proof that certain 
parties had affiliations to 
organisations abroad, tbe 
minister said; “Yes, we do. 
and we have informed these 
parties that they are violat- 
ing the law and have asked 
them to conform to regula- 
tions.” 

The minister was asked 
what the government 
intends to do about night- 
clubs, in light of complaints 
that they disturb the peace. 

. He said there are conditions 
for issuing nightclub 
licences. 

“We closed one night- 
club, but the proprietor took 
the case to court and won, 
and the nightclub was re- 
opened,” the minister said. 

“The owners of another 
nightclub abused the regu- 
lations and die place was 
attacked and ransacked by 
local inhabitants. The gov- 
ernment did not interfere, 
•because we believe that Jor- 
1 danian society has die right 
to defend itself," he said. 

Mr. Rashid said the min- 
istry plans to order night- 
clubs and coffee shops to 
close by 1 1 pm each night 


Minister of agriculture, World Bank 
officials review agricultural export plan 


AMMAN (Petra) — Min- 
ister . of Agriculture 
Mijhem Khreisha and a 
team from the World Bank 
Wednesday reviewed a 
project for the develop- 
ment of agricultural 
exports, which is expected 
to cost $25 million and 
will be largely funded by 
the World Bank through 
loans. 

The government and a 
number of international 
organisations will also par- 
tially finance tbe project, 
which is designed to attain 


a qualitative improvement 
in and a boost of Jordan’s 
agricultural exports to new 
markets abroad. 

Mr. Khreisha told the 
team that Jordan hopes to 
develop the * agricultural 
sector by giving further 
attention to increasing the 
output and improving tbe 
quality of agricultural 
products and increasing 
exports. 

He said Jordan is deter- 
mined to increase output 
and open new markets 
because, he said, market- 


ing at the right time and 
season remains the biggest 
stumbling block in the 
path of this sector’s devel- 
opment 

Jordan has concluded 
agreements for exporting 
agricultural products to 
Arab and foreign markets, 
he said. 

The J ordani an -European 
partnership agreement is 
certain to help Jordan 
utilise modem technology, 
especially in packaging, 
refrigerating, and trans- 
porting products. he 


added. 

Noting that the Council 
of Ministers recently 
endorsed the ministry’s 
strategy for increasing pro- 
duction, Mr. Mijhem said 
the government has creat- 
ed the General Federation 
of Farmers and is studying 
the creation of a 'special 
agricultural production 
fund, in which both the 
government and local 
farmers can participate in 
order to increase produc- 
tion and improve the qual- 
ity of products. 
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Russian government, parliament end 
showdown with calls for compromise 


MOSCOW (AFP) — The 
Russian government and 
Communist-dominated 
lower house of parliament 
found room for compro- 
mise Wednesday after a 
flurry of concessions from 
the government prompted 
the opposition to withdraw 
a no-confidence motion. 

Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin told the 
lower house, the state 
Duma, that its withdrawal 
of the motion was “a con- 
structive decision which 
has shown the possibility of 
coojieration. 

“A new political and eco- 
nomic era awaits us. In the 
economy, it is the path of 
growth, and. a stable finan- 
cial system. In politics, it is 
the stability of the constitu- 
tional system and responsi- 
bility by all branches of 
power,” he said. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin con- 
firmed the government’s 
readiness to renegotiate the 
new tax code, flagship of its 
reform programme, which 
would drastically stream- 
line Russia’s antiquated and 
punitive tax system. 


The liberal opposition 
Yabloko faction had 
demanded renegotiation of 
the tax code as a condition 
for dropping its support for 
a no-confidence motion. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin 

assured the Duma: “The 
government is ready for 
any compromises which 
will improve die tax code.” 

The Duma passed the 
code on its first reading in 
June, but it still has to go 
through two more readings 
before going to the upper 
house and President Boris 
Yeltsin for approval. 

Although Yabloko had 
made revision of the tax 
code its main condition, the 
Communists bad pressed 
Mr. Yeltsin above all to 
adopt a new law on the 
government, already passed 
by both houses of parlia- 
ment 

Mr. Yeltsin agreed to dis- 
cuss the law, prompting 
Communist leader 

Gennady Zyuganov to urge 
party members to declare a 
truce Wednesday, noting 
“progress in negotiations 
between the branches of 


power. 

The new law ivould give 
parliament more control 
over the government’s 
composition.. possibly forc- 
ing more resignations than 
just that of the prime minis- 
ter in the event of a majori- 
ty no-confidence vote. 

The Communists have 
aimed most of their criti- 
cism at Mr. 

Chernomyrdin’s deputies 
— free market reformers 
Anatoly Chubais and Boris 
Nemtsov. 

If the Duma votes no- 
confidence twice wi thin 
three months, Mr. Yeltsin 
must either fire his prime 
minister or dissolve the 
Duma and call new parlia- 
mentary elections. 

Despite Mr. Zyuganov’s 
decision to back down, 
some hard left deputies 
vowed to collect signatures 
for a new no-confidence 
vote. The new motion was 
initiated by Sergei Baburin, 
a hardline nationalist and 
leftist member of Popular 
Power. 

Mr. Baburin accused 
Zyuganov of having made a 


“strategic mistake,” ITAR- 
TASS reported. 

Commenting on Mr. 
Baburin's move. Popular 
Power leader Nikolai 
Ryzhkov said a split had 
emerged in the leftist oppo- 
sition, and charged that it 
was ‘Neither to the advan- 
tage of the Duma nor 
Baburin himself." 

Apart from recalling the 
tax code, Mr. Yeltsin 
announced that the opposi- 
tion would also have 
greater access to television, 
and that he was prepared to 
fulfil a long-standing 
demand of the Communists 
to hold a regular roundtable 
with parliamentary and 
regional leaders. 

But according to political 
analyst Nikolai Petrov of 
the Carnegie Endowment 
think-tank, Mr. Yeltsin’s 
concessions were largely 
“symbolic.” 

“Genuine cooperation 
with the Duma is excluded 
under Russia’s presidential 
constitution. The Duma is 
unable to influence the gov- 
ernment’s day-to-day poli- 
cy and won't” unless it can 


push through the law on the 
government,” he told AFP. 

However, both the gov- 
ernment and opposition 
have “shown society that 
they have serious positions, 
and have both saved face," 
he said. 

Both the 1998 budget and 
new tax code will be adopt- 
ed “after further haggling," 
Mr. Petrov predicted. 

Andrei Piontkovsky, head 
of the Centre for Strategic 
Studies here, said that a 
revision of the tax code was 
“inevitable after the opposi- 
tion had proposed 4,000 
amendments to it” 

“This is a personal blow 
to Chubais, who was the 
initiator and leading force 
behind this code." 

The business daily 
Kommersant commented 
that Mr. Yeltsin had “decid- 
ed to do what all serious 
business was waiting for — 
order the government to 
withdraw its draft tax 
code.” 

“The chances for the 
economy to get a fairer tax 
system arc improving,” it 
added. 



A Communist hardliner holds a portrait of former Soviet dictator Stalin during a 
protest rally outside of the state Duma. Russia’s Communists, the biggest faction in 
the State Duma lower house of parliament, formally withdrew a no-confidence 
motion in the reformist government (Reuter photo) 


Laws needed to protect 
British Muslims — report 


LONDON (R) — New laws 
are needed to protea Britain's 
1.5 million Muslims from dis- 
crimination, harassment and 
even physical violence, a 
report said Wednesday. 

Far more must also be done 
to end anti-Muslim prejudice 
in the British media and the 
workplace, said the report by 
a private multi-religious com- 
mission. 

“The legal changes we have 
recommended-, are essential 
to help crystallise a new cli- 
mate of opinion...,” said the 
Runnymede Commission on 
British Muslims and 
Islamophobia in its report 

“Until and unless such 
changes have been intro- 
duced, Britain cannot claim to 
be an inclusive society.” 

The commission, chaired 
by a leading British academic 
and including Muslim, Jewish 
and Christian representatives, 
was set up last yean Mots 
than 160 bodies submitted 


reports and consultative meet- 
ings were held across the 
country. 

Muslims tended to live in 
poorer housing and were 
more likely to be unemployed 
than other groups. Professor 
Gordon Conway, die com- 
mission's chairman, said dis- 
crimination against Britain's 
M uslims was getting worse. 

“It’s getting more explicit, 
it’s getting more exneme, it's 
getting more dangerous. 
Islamophobia is a real phe- 
nomenon in our society ” 1 m 
told BBC radio. 

The report said -the media 
commonly portray Islam as 
monolithic and , aggressive, 
ignoring the diversity which 
exists within the religion. This 
negative view is also used to 
justify racism, it added. 

The repot said discrimina- 
tion on religious grounds — 
not just racial as under cur- 
rent law — should be made 
illegal. Incitement to religious 


hatred should be made a 
crime and legislation on blas- 
phemy, which currently only 
covers anti-Christian utter- 
ances. should be amended. 

Rules on state funding of 
schools should also be 
reviewed to make it easier for 
Muslim schools to qualify. 

There are 58 private 
Muslim schools in Britain, 
but none in the state sector By 
contrast, around 7,000 
schools with Christian or 
Jewish affiliations are receiv- 
ing public financial support, it 
said. 

The commission also called 


for more effort by political 
islims — 


parties to include Muslii 
there is only one Muslim 
member of parliament — and 
a tighter code of practice for 
the media to avoid religious 
discrimination. 

But it said Muslim bodies in 
Britain also had a job to do to 
improve their image and 
break down barriers. 


More body parts 


found at pastor ’5 home 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — 
Belgian police have found 
more remains of human 
bodies at one of the homes 
of a Protestant pastor who 
has been charged with 
murdering two former 
wives and four of his chil- 
dren, judicial officials said 
Wednesday. 

The remains were dis- 
covered Tuesday in one of 
the three Brussels homes 
of Belgjan-Hungarian pas- 
tor Andras Pandy. 

The gruesome search for 
more possible victims was 
concentrated on an unoc- 
cupied property in the run- 
down Brussels suburb of 
Molenbeek where police 
have already uncovered a 
human leg, pieces of skull, 
a hip and other unidenti- 
fied pieces of flesh. 

Another house owned by 
the 71 -year-old Belgian 


pastor of Hungarian ori- 
gin, in the same neigh- 
bourhood and his main 
residence in central 
Brussels were also to be 
gone over with a fine tooth 
comb, prosecutors said. 

In Budapest, police chief 
Colonel Lajos Kovacs said 
Tuesday a house owned by 
the pastor in Budakeszi, 30 
kilometres north of the 
Hungarian capital, would 
also be searched. 

As the searches contin- 
ued, more details of the 
long-haired pastor’s past 
began to emerge, some of 
which fuelled fears that the 
members of his immediate 
family may not have been 
his only victims. 

Belgian media reported 
that one of Mr. Pandy’s 
surviving children, Agnes, 
39, had testified that her 
father had relationships 


with some 20 Hungarian 
women in die early 1990s 
when he was looking for a 
third wife and placed a 
series of adverts in 
Hungarian newspapers. 

Bom in Csap. Hungary, 
on June 1, 1926, Mr. 
Pandy left his native coun- 
try for Belgium after the 
Hungarian uprising against 
Soviet domination in 
1956. 

In 1968 he was granted 
Belgian citizenship, 
although he also main- 
tained his Hungarian 
nationality. A fluent Dutch 
speaker, Mr. Pandy earned 
a comfortable living as a 
religious instructor in sev- 
eral schools in Flanders 
(the northern Dutch-speak- 
ing part of Belgium) and 
was described by neigh- 
bours as a discreet charac- 
ter who kept to hims elf. 


Michener captivates readers a final time 


AUSTIN. 
Texas (R) — 
James 

Michener, the 
author of a 
long list of 
best-selling 
books, capti- 
vated his read- 
er one last 
time with a 
note he wrote 
shortly before 
his death that 
was distributed 
Tuesday at his 
funeral. 

In the type- 
written mes- 
sage, dated 
Oct. 

Michener 
assured his 
ftiends that he 
had lived a full 
and happy life 
and was not 
afraid of his 
impending 
demise. 

He died 


9, 


at 


Austin 


his 
home 

Thursday at 
the age of 90 
after choosing 
to stop life- 
sustaining kid- 
ney dialysis 
treatments the 
week before. 

“It is with 
real sadness 
that I send you 
what looks to be a final cor- 
respondence between us. 
The medicos have left little 
doubt that this present ill- 
ness is terminal. I approach 
this sad news with regret, 
but not with any panic," he 
wrote in a note enclosed in 
the funeral programme. 

Michener said he was 
spending his last days 
reflecting on his life: “I 
savour every memory as 
they parade past. What a 



A bust of author James Michener, with a lei around his neck and 
surrounded by tropical flowers, was placed in the sanctuary during 
a memorial service for the late writer who died last week (Renter 
photo) 


full life they made, and 
what a joy they bring me 
now what a joy your recol- 
lection of them gives me 
now. 

‘It is in this mood that my 
final days are passed,” he 
concluded. 

Michener was remem- 
bered Tuesday as an author 
who wrote prolifically 
about the world and the 
people he met as he trav- 
elled to virtually every 
country on the globe. 


He 


was best known for his first 
book, the 1948 Pulitzer 
prize winner “Tales of the 
South Pacific,” which 
became a long-running 
Broadway musical and film. 

“Michener’s deeds have 
enriched the world and 
thousands of people in iL he 
exalted ideas and possibili- 
ties and he did it while pur- 
suing far-ranging interests 
all over the globe, his only 
navigator his own curiosi 
ty," said University 


of 


Texas Vice President 
William Livingston, a 
friend of Michener who 
delivered the eulogy. 

At the end of his com- 
ments, Mr. Livingston 
turned to a bronze bust of 
Michener that was draped 
with a flower lei. “Aloha, 
Jim Michener,” he said. 

Michener, an orphan 
adopted by a Pennsylvania 
Quaker family, rose from 
humble beginnings to 
become one of the giants of 
American popular litera- 
ture. During a career that 
spanned 50 years, he wrote 
more than 40 books that 
sold 75 milli on copies. 

Among his many novels 
were “Centennial" 

“Hawaii” “Poland," “The 
Covenant,” ‘Texas,” 
“Alaska," “Caribbean" and 
“Space.” His “Tales of the 
South Pacific” was based 
on his experiences in the 
U.S. Navy in World War H 
and became a stage musical 
and film by Rodgers and 
Hammerstein under die title 
“South Pacific.” 

About 300 people attend- 
ed the funeral. Michener's 
body was not present, but 
was to be cremated and 
placed next to the remains 
of his wife, Mari, in an 
Austin cemetery. She died 
in 1994 of cancer. 

Michener began dialysis 
treatments in 1993 after his 
kidneys failed. Friends said 
he had been in declining 
health in recent months and 
decided it was time to put 
an end to what had become 
a painful ordeal. 

He lived in Austin the last 
15 years of his life and was 
a professor at the ifniveraity 
of Texas. 

Mr. Livingston said a 
memorial service for 
Michener would be held 
later in New York City. 


Chinese riot police fire 
teargas at farmers 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
More than a dozen people 
were injured when rior 
police fired teargas to dis- 
perse angry farmers in 
southern China, a govern- 
ment source said 
Wednesday denying 
reports that one person had 
died. 

At least one person was 
seriously injured, while 
others suffered slight 
injuries in the clashes in 
Guangdong province 

Tuesday sparked over gov- 
ernment plans to remove 
ancestral graves on a 
scenic site as part of. a 
tourism scheme, he told 
AFP by telephone from the 
provincial capital 

Guangzhou. 

The clashes erupted as 
the fanners tried to reason 
with local government offi- 
cials over the plans for the 
hilly area of Xiqiaoshan in 
Nanhai city, he added. 

But be dismissed press 
reports in Hong Kong that 
one person was killed, and 
denied more than 30,000 
people had joined the 
protests as relatives and 
friends came from neigh- 
bouring cities. 

‘It is being exaggerated,” 
he said, adding that only 
100 riot police had been 
called in to disperse sever- 
al hundred protesters. 

The situation had calmed 
down Wednesday as local 
government officials lis- 
tened to the grievances of 
the protesters, he added 

Some people were 
unhappy with the amount 
of compensation from the 
government, while others 
protested the suddenness of 
the administrative order. 

The Chinese-1 anguage 

Oriental Daily News said 


the three days of protests 
involved 500 fanners fear- 
ful the removal of their 
ancestral graves could mar 
“feng shui” — Chinese tra- 
ditional belief that man- 
made things should be in 
harmony with nature. 

Good “feng shui” at an 
ancestral grave site is 
believed to bring wealth 
and luck to descendants of 
the dead person. 

The daily said riot police 
fired 20 canisters of teargas 
to disperse the fanners and 
beat up protesters who 
assembled outside the local 
administration office and 
destroyed some 100 vehi- 
cles. 

Other protesters tried to 
prevent workers removing 
the graves from 
Xiqiaoshan. 

Hong Kong newspapers 
said trouble started when 
officials decided to take 
control of a site allocated 
to villagers a decade ago. 

The villagers were angry 
at the low compensation 
offered and the short notice 


given to remove graves. 

Workers brought in ro 
clear the graves allegedly 
damaged a newly interred 
corpse. 

Burials have become 
increasing popular in 
wealthy Guangdong 
province, despite renewed 
government efforts to save 
scarce farmland by pro- 
moting cremation. 

The digging of graves is 
banned on arable and forest 
land. China’s rulers — sen- 
sitive to land shortages and 
disdainful of what they see 
as the extravagance of tra- 
ditional rituals — have 
been promoting cremation 
since the 1950s, with only 
partial success. 


S. Korea 'will not 
back Germany's 
U.N. bid' 


SEOUL (AFP) — South 
Korea told Germany 
Wednesday it would not 
support its bid for a perma- 
nent seat on the United 
Nations Security Council, 
saying it opposed an expan- 
sion of the council's veto 


power. 

At a joint news confer- 
ence here with visiting 
German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel, his South 
Korean counterpart Yoo 
Chong-Ha said Seoul 
favored an alternative for- 
mula under which middle- 
power countries such as 
South Korea could take part 
more frequently in the 
Security Council. 

South Korea is against an 
expansion of the veto 
power though it “under- 
stands the wish of Germany 
to expand its role in the 
world community commen- 
surate with its expanding 
economic power,” Mr. Yoo 
said. 

But he said Seoul would 
remain “flexible" on the 
issue of expanding the 
council and on other U.N. 
reforms now under consid- 


eration. 

Diplomatic observers 


here saw Seoul's reluctance 
to back the move as linked 
to fear that Japan might also 
be selected for a permanent 
seat if the body is given 
more permanent members. 

Seoul bas remained silent 
on Tokyo's bid for a perma- 
nent seat in an attempt to 
balance the two nations' 
strong economic links and 
the still-raw emotional 
backlash against Japan's 
harsh 1910-1945 colonial 
rule. 

Mr. Kinkel started the day 
with a meeting with 
President Kim Young-Sam, 
and continued with talks 
with Mr. Yoo and at the 
Unification Ministry which 
deals with links with North 
Korea. 

The German foreign min- 
ister, who arrived in Seoul 
late Tuesday, reached 
agreement to update two 
accords on social security 
exemption and double taxa- 
tion, Foreign Ministry offi- 
cials said. 

Thursday he is due to visit 
the truce village of 
P anmunj om in the 
Demilitarised Zone which 
divides the two Koreas 
before leaving at noon. 


Endangered pandas face 
threat of overpopulation 
in Chinese zoos 


BEIJING (AFP) — Giant pan- 
das, threatened in die wild with 
extinction, are under no less a 
threat of overpopulation in 
Chinese zoos, where success- 
ful breeding programmes are 
creating char own problems, 
the China Daily reported 
Wednesday. 

“The steady increase in the 
number of captive pandas in 
the country is causing strains 
on the facilities and creating 
problems for the healthy 
growth of giant pandas in cap- 
tivity," the official English- 
Language newspaper said. 

China is home to around 
1,000 wOd pandas in the cen- 
tral provinces of Sichuan. 
Gansu and Shaanxi but tbeir 
survival is threatened by 
inbreeding and urbanisation. 

Since 1963, 179 pandas have 
been bom in reserves or zoos. 
The fertility rate among the lat- 
est has grown with the devel- 
opment of new breeding tech- 
niques. 

Zoologists first succeeded in 
artificially inseminating a 
female panda in 1978, then in 
1990 perfected a technique to 
ensure the survival of twins 
bran in a multiple birth. In the 
wild, the mother abandons one 
twin to aid the survival of the 
other, China Daily noted 

The mother will devote her- 
self to her cub for two years 
before she can reproduce 


again. But in captivity, it is 
possible to raise the baby 
panda with human help after 
12 months, effectively dou- 
bling the mother's reproduc- 
tive ability. 

Pandas reach reproductive 
age at around three-and-a-half 
years and stay fertile until aged 
20. Even with a very weak sur- 
vival rate (only a fifth of pan- 
das bom in captivity live 
beyond their third birthday), 
some zoos are beginning to 
suffer from a shortage of space 
for their young pandas. 

‘]We think it is not suitable to 
artificially breed such a big 
population of pandas,” Z han g 
Hermn, a researcher a: WfoJoog 
Reserve, was quoted as saying. 
“We have just expanded our 
breeding centre to improve the 
pandas’ living conditions. But 
we are now being faced with a 
space problem because of the 
increasing population,” he 
said 

A solution could lie in releas- 
ing some of the captive pan- 
das. But the animals ’ naflual 
living conditions are so lithe 
known to zoologists djat they 
would not know which of d* 
captive pandas would be best 
suited to life in the wiki 

Instead researchers bav® 
suggested building captivity 
centres more closely attuned® 
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World News 


Singapore 


hauls to 


court 


skippers 
in worst 


oil spill 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — The 
ca ptains of two tankers that 
collided and caused Singa- 
pore’s worst oil spin woe 
charged in court Wednesday 
with reckless navigation and 
flyfangpring human lives as 
the cost for the mammoth 
clean-up escalated. 

Jan Sokolowski, the Polish 
skipper of the Thai-registered 
crude carrier Orapin Global 
and Greek Captain Micheal 
rhallritis of the Cyprus- 
flagged oil tanker Evoikos 
were hauled to court two days 
after being anested following 
the mishap a week ago in the 
Singapore Strait. 

Ml Sokcdowski, 54, was 
alleged to have navigated the 
vessel ’In a manner so rash as 
to endanger human fife" and 
failed ft) take action to avoid 
the collision, whose cause has 
erupted in an intense debate 
among shipping circles. 

He faces a six-months jail 
sentence or a fine of up to 
1,000 Singapore dollars 
($666) or both. 

Ml QjaDdtis, 58, was 
dusged with breach of duty as 
he allegedly foiled to reduce 
speed and prevent his ship 
from being seriously damaged. 
He faces a fine of $50,000 or 
two years jafl or both. 

Officials said that the skip- 
pets, who were ordered 
remanded by district judge See 
Kee Oon, would be produced 
again in court Friday for a 
hearing. 

The Orapin Global a very 
large crude earner owned by 
Thai international Tankers- 
Bangkok, was empty at the 
time of the accident, which 
badly damaged die Evoikos, 
then carrying 120.000 tonnes 
of marine firel oil from the 
United Arab Emirates. 

None of the crew of the two 
ships was injured but about 
25,000 tonnes of marine fuel 
oQ was estimated to have 
leaked from (he Evoikos, 
which suffered severe damage 
to three of its cargo tanks, and 
caused one of Southeast Asia’s 
worst cal spills. 

The bow of the Orapin 
Global was also damaged. 

The oil slick, which has 
spread to Malaysia and 
Indonesia, is the worst in die 
history of Singapore. Chen 
Tze Penn, director-general of 
die Maritime and Fort Author- 
ity of Singapore (MPA) said 
Monday. 

The previous most serious 
oil incident in Singapore 
occurred in 1975. when the 
Japanese supertanker “Showa 
Mam” ran aground in the Sin- 
gapore Strait and spilled 3300 
tonnes of light crude oil 
Ml Cben had said the move- 
merits of Evoikos and Orapin 
Global were tracked before the 
collision by high-tech systems 
which warned of their impend- 
ing impact as muc h as 13 min- 
utes before it occurred. 

The Oslo-based 

International Association of 
Independent Tankers Owners 
(Tntmanko ) had suggested that 
large ships needed more time 
to manoeuvre but the MPA 
said there was enough warning 
for the skippers to avoid foe 
collision. 

A blow by How video 
screening of footage to the 
media by MPA Monday 

showed the west-bound 
Orapin Global t ransiting foe 
Singapore Strait on foe wrong 
lane before h collided with the 
eastbaund Evoikos. 

The MPA said foe Evoikos 
was also warned of tire 
approaching Orapin Global 
adding that both vessels 
acknowledged receipt of foe 
warnings. Ml Chen said. 

Denholm Ship Manage- 
ment, which manages the 
Orapin Global had charged 
that the Evoikos had gone into 
the lane for west-bound traffic 
and cut imo foe path of the 
Thai supertanker. 

It also charged the Evoikos 
had cm across the west-bound 
laiE at a narrow angle, rather 
than at a right angle, as 
international regulations 
require. 


The early morning sun straggles to shine through smog enveloping the world’s tallest 
building, the Petronas Twin Towers, in central Kuala Lumpur. Dense smoke from 
forest fires on Sumatra Island and in K alimantan, on the Indonesian side of Borneo 
Island, have spread over much of Southeast Asia, causing widespread health alarms 
(Renter photo) 


Indonesian haze remains at 


danger level minister says 


JAKARTA (AFP) — The 
smoke haze which has 
choked Indonesia since 
August remains at a “danger- 
ous level”, while visibility in 
parts of Sumatra and Borneo 
Islands was under 100 metres 
Wednesday “The smoke has 
slightly lessened but it 
remains at a dangerous 


level” Environment Minister 
Sarwono Kusumaalmaja said 
according to the Antara news 
agency. 

The haze, blamed on wide- 
spread forest and ground fires 
across the country, has also 
caused several airports to 
close due to the resulting low 
visibility. Ml Sarwono said 

After having eased slightly 
following rains earlier this 
month and a decreasing num- 
ber of fires, the haze began to 
return in force last week in 
several parts of the country. 

Reports received by the 
meteorology headquarters 
here showed that by early 
Wednesday five areas of 
Sumatra arid Kalimantan, the 
Indonesian part of Borneo, 
had “zero visibility” — 
where sight was limited to 
under 100 metres. 


Zero visibility was regis- 
tered in Jambi and Palem- 
bang in Sumatra and in Nan- 
gapinoh in West Kalimantan, 
Balikpapan in East Kaliman- 
tan and in Palangakaraya in 
Central Kalimantan, said 
Zakir of the meteorology 
office. 

At least eight other loca- 
tions in Sumaira and Borneo 
recorded visibility of between 
100 metres and 500 metres. 
Zakir said 

In central Kalimantan, the 
low visibility led to a river 
accident between a tugboat 
and barge and a motorised 
canoe Sunday that left 28 
people dead, according to the 
Antara news agency. 

Smoke from widespread 
forest and ground binning 
across Indonesia during the 
drought has sent thick, acrid 
smoke across most of South 
East Asia and caused serious 
health concerns in foe region. 

Thick smoke has also ham- 
pered airdrops of food and 
medicine relief to isolated 
regions of the easternmost 
province of Irian Jaya which 
have been strode by a severe 
prolonged drought that has 


killed close to 500 people. 

The country’s leading envi- 
ronmental watchdog, Walhl 
has estimated that rcwghly 1.7 
million hectares of forest and 
ground across the country 
have been affected by tbe 
fires. 

At least six Indonesians 
have died of haze-related ail- 
ments while the health of 
over 40,000 others has been 
affected, officials have said. 

International help has 
poured into the country to 
help Indonesia combat the 
fires, and tbe population to 
face tbe resulting thick haze. 

Australia, the United States 
and Singapore have con- 
tributed aeroplanes for water 
spraying while Japan, South 
Korea, France have con- 
tributed equipment and 
funds. 

Neighbouring Malaysia, 
which along with some parts 
of Thailand, Singapore and 
tbe Philippines has also suf- 
fered from the haze, has 
deployed over 1,000 firemen 
to help douse fires in Sumatra 
for two weeks in September 
and October 


Greenpeace slams 
Clinton’s 6 dinosaur’ policies 


BONN (R) — The environ- 
mental group Greenpeace 
urged U.S. President Bill 
Clinton Wednesday to aban- 
don what it called his 
“dinosaur policies” and 
agree to significant reduc- 
tions in “greenhouse gases" 
to help bait global wanning. 

Greenpeace Climate Poli- 
cy Director Bill Hare made 
his appeal to the U.S. leader 
hours before Mr. Clinton 
was due to announce targets 
be will seek in a treaty to be 
signed in Kyoto, Japan, in 
December. 

To illustrate its point, 
Greenpeace erected a six- 
metre high sculpture of a 
dinosaur constructed from 
old car pans and pities of 
rusty scrap metal outside the 
last meeting of environment 
officials before the Kyoto 
summit. 

“The dinosaurs died out 
because of climate change 
and they couldn't adapt 


Japan and the U.S. are run- 
ning dinosaur policies. They 
are not adapted to the reali- 
ties of the modem world, 
particularly the threat of cli- 
mate change,” Mr. Hare 
said. 

Mr. Hare said it would not 
be enough for the United 
States to settle for a so-called 
“zero reduction”, bringing 
foe emissions, which have 
already risen since 1990, 
back down to that level by 
2010. 

The burning of fossil fuels 
produces carbon dioxide and 
other gases that are believed 
to be slowly warming the 
earth. 

“President Clinton has to 
rise to tbe challenge of cli- 
mate change and not bow to 
industry pressure to delay 
real action.” said Mr. Hare. 

“He needs to improve that 
if Kyoto is going to be a suc- 
cess. If this zero point reduc- 
tion... is adopted in Kyoto it 


will be a political and envi- 
ronmental failure,” Mr. Hare 
said. 

If the United States and 
Japan were not prepared to 
act soon, vast tracts of foe 
globe could suffer famines 
and droughts and parts of the 
natural world could disap- 
pear if tbe expected melting 
of the polar ice caps causes 
the sea level to rise, Mr. 
Hare said. 

More than 150 signatories 
to a 1992 United Nations cli- 
mate change convention will 
gather in Kyoto from Dec. 1 
to 10 to hammer out binding 
targets for cuts in greenr 
house gas emissions. 

The EU wants all industri- 
alised nations to accept its 
proposal fora 15 per cent cut 
by 2010, a plan both the 
United States and Japan say 
is unfair and impractical and 
relies mostly on emissions 
reductions in Germany and 
Britain. 
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UNESCO finds compromise 
to Cambodian seat dilemma 


PARIS (AFP) — Cambo- 
dia took its seat at a U.N. 
conference in Paris 
Wednesday after a compro- 
mise was agreed to over- 
come a dilemma caused by 
the country’s political divi- 
sions, a UNESCO official 
said. 

The country was given 
“temporary credentials’* 
and foe seat was taken by 
Prince Norodom Sihamom, 
the king's son and Cambo- 
dia’s permanent representa- 
tive to the U.N. Education- 
al, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation. 

“It is a very honourable 
solution.” said an official, 
who requested anonymity 
and said the proposal had 
been accepted in a vote by 
a plenary session of 
UNESCO’s ruling body, 
which meets every two 
years. 

The dilemma, similar to 
that which left a seat empty 
at last month’s U.N. Gener- 


al Assembly in New York, 
was the result of foe dis- 
pute between Cambodian 
''strongman Hun Sen and 
ousted co-premier Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh. 

Hun Sen laid claim to foe 
U.N. seat in New York as 
did Prince Ranariddh, who 
was ousted by his rival in 
July, leaving foe General 
Assembly seat empty. 

The UNESCO general 
conference, which was for- 
mally opened Tuesday by 
UNESCO Director-Gener- 
al Federico Mayor, gathers 
2,000 representatives of tbe 
organisation’s 186 member 
states. It runs until Nov. 12. 

The U.N. body’s nine- 
member Credentials Com- 
mittee had met twice Tues- 
day to discuss the issue, 
and had finally agreed the 
compromise proposal 
Tuesday evening, the 
UNESCO official said. 

Cambodia's seat had 
remained empty Wednes- 


day morning on the second 
day of the meeting, but del- 
egates voted on the Cre- 
dentials Committee pro- 
posal during foe morning 
plenary session and accept- 
ed it, she added. 

On the eve of foe confer- 
ence UNESCO head 

Mayor called on Cambo- 
dia’s ’ King Norodom 
Sihanouk to help resolve 
foe issue. “The only possi- 
ble way to resolve Cambo- 
dia’s representation would 
be a letter from the king,” 
said Mr. Mayor. 

No such letter had yet 
been received by 
UNESCO, foe official said, 
but added foar the solution 
of “temporary credentials” 
had overcome the problem. 

She added that in fact 
Cambodia's credentials 
could be made permanent 
at any time during foe con- 
ference if such a letter was 
received. The general con- 
ference will focus on fixing 


foe 1998-99 budget for 
education, scientific devel- 
opments, culture and com- 
munications. 

In particular it will debate 
ethical issues concerning 
genetic engineering, neuro- 
science and bioethics. On 
July 28 UNESCO pub- 
lished a draft declaration 
on guidelines for such 
activities. 

Up to 150 ministers are 
scheduled to address the 
conference, mostly on edu- 
cation. Several hundred 
representatives of non-gov- 
em mental organisations are 
also attending. 

The conference will mark 
foe return of Britain to 
UNESCO’s ruling body 
after an 11-year absence. 
Britain left UNESCO at the 
end of 1985, one year after 
foe United States had 
pulled out accusing 
UNESCO of being over- 
political, biased against the 
West and badly run. 


Missouri ignores pleas, 


executes convict 


KANSAS CITY, Missouri 
(R) — Convicted hit man 
Alan Bannister was put to 
death by lethal injection 
shortly after midnight 
Wednesday at a Missouri 
prison, despite an 
international campaign to 
stay the execution. 

A crowd of protesters 
waited outside foe gates of 
Potosi correctional institute 
in Potosi Missouri, in silent 
vigil while Bannister was 
executed, a prison 
spokesman said. 

Tbe execution ended a 14- 
year battle to have his death 
sentence overturned by sup- 
porters who claimed that a 
bungled defence led to a 
wrongful conviction of pre- 
meditated murder. 

Last-minute appeals with 
the U.S. Supreme Court and 
the Missouri governor all 
failed Tuesday. Hollywood 
stars including Sean Penn, 
Harry Belafonte, Gregory 
Peck and Ed Asner. as well 
as the police officer who 
originally arrested him, had 
all made appeals on his 
behalf. 

Bannister, 39, was sen- 
tenced to death for the 1982 
killing of Darrell Ruestman 
after prosecutors argued that 
he had been promised 
$5,500 by the jealous hus- 
band of a woman who bad 
run off with Ruestman. 

He admitted to foe killing, 
but said foe shooting was 
accidental so he should have 
been charged at most with 
second-degree murder; 
which is not punishable by 

In his finnl words, Bannis- 
ter strongly condemned die 
state for committing “as pre- 
meditated a murder as possi- 
ble, far more heinous and 
deliberate than my crime.” 
He also thanked all those 
who had supported him. 

For his last meal Bannis- 
ter ate a ribeye steak, salad 
with ranch dressing, a baked 
potato and fried mushrooms 
with a Pepsi to drink. 

His case won widespread 
attention after tbe first of 
two documentary film* 
about his case was released. 
Lindsay Graham, a British 
woman who struck up a cor- 
respondence with him after 
seeing the film, moved to 
Missouri and married him in 
1993. 

She watched as be was put 
to death. Five members of 
Ruestman's family were 
also present. 

Supporters had set up web 
sites on foe Internet about 
his case and flooded state 
officials with letters, faxes 
and E -mails from around foe 
world. The state attorney 
general’s office said letters 
continued to pour in Tues- 
day and that no other capital 
punishment case in the state 
had received so much atten- 
tion. 

Nearly 100 protesters 
opposed to the death penalty 
gathered outside tbe prison 
gates for a candlelight vigil 
as tbe execution took place. 
Seven capital punishment 
advocates were also present, 
foe prison spokesman said. 


Bannister was foe sixth 
inmate executed in Missouri 
this year; but he may be the 
last to have gone to his death 
after midnight. 

Ml Asner travelled to the 
state capital Monday to 
plead for the life of Bannis- 
ter. who was bom in Peoria, 

THinoig 

State Attorney General 
Jay Nixon has proposed 
moving executions up to 6 
pan. to make it easier on 
those involved, including 
the families of victims who 
often watch foe sentences 
being carried out. Mr. 
Nixon’s office said. 

Arizona, Texas and Vir- 
ginia have all made similar 
moves to abandon eariy- 
moming executions. 

Fifty-nine prisoners have 
been put to death in the 
United States this year, foe 
highest number since 1957 
when 65 inmates were exe- 
cuted. 

Thirty-eight of foe 50 
states now allow the death 
penalty but only a few states 
account for tbe vast majority 
of executions, most of them 
in the south and wesL 


12 wounded in 


min e attack on 
Sri Lanka bus 


COLOMBO (AFP) — 
Suspected Tamil Tiger 
rebels ambushed a bus 
Wednesday in eastern Sri 
Lanka and wounded at 
least 12 passengers, while 
three guerrillas were killed 
in other clashes, officials 
said. 

Tbe separatist Liberation 
T igers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) set off a land mine 
at Kalawanchikudi in Bat- 
ticaloa ^ district, probably 
mistaking it for a police 
commando bus. officials' 
said. 

They said a similar vehi- 
cle used by the Special 
Task Force (STF) com- 
mandos was due to pass 
through the area but was 
unable to make the journey 
after a mechanical failure 
and foe civilian bus went 
ahead. 

Officials said the mine 
went off just in front of the 
bus which was taking 


some 60 passengers. They 
said there could have been 
more casualties had foe 
vehicle gone over the 
device when it exploded. 

Local officials said 12 
people were seriously 
wounded in foe attack and 
brought to Batricaloa main 
hospital. 

The attack came exactly 
a week after foe rebels set 
off a truck bomb in 
Colombo that killed at 
least 20 people and 
wounded H)5. 

In the north of the coun- 
try. security forces shot 
dead three Tiger rebels in 
two separate confronta- 
tions Tuesday, foe Defence 
Ministry said. 

The LTTE is leading a 
campaign for indepen- 
dence in the island’s north- 
ern and eastern regions 
where foe two million 
Tamil minority is concen- 
trated. 
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Israel’s historical chance 


IN HIS interview with CNN television network, 
aired Tuesday, His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan shed more light on the guidelines 
that determined the way Jordan dealt with the 
foiled attempt on the life of Hamas leader, 
Khalid Misha' al, last month. The assurances 
that were extracted from Israel not to ever 
repeat such a “James Bond-like” attempt on 
Jordanian soil was by no means the only out- 
come of the affair. As Prince Hass an was 
entrusted by His Majesty King Hussein to deal 
with Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and his company, who rushed to 
Jordan after the failed attempt to offer their 
deepest regrets, the Crown Prince personally set 
the tone and contents of the discussions with the 
Israeli leaders. 

No doubt the Crown Prince seized upon the 
opportunity to tell Mr. Netanyahu that such 
actions coupled with Israeli policies in the occu- 
pied territories and its treatment of the 
Palestinians brought relations between the two 
countries to near total breakdown. However, 
despite mistrust in the intentions of the Israeli 
prime minister, Jordan will continue to have 
faith in the proposition that peace is an irre- 
versible process no matter how long the current 
Israeli government dragged its feet “It is better 
to light a candle than to curse the dark,” the 
Crown Prince said during the interview. Jordan 
will continue to play a major role in the peace 
process in its broadest context and has been 
“searching for everything at the bottom of the 
barrel” to find solutions to the repeated hurdles 
put before peace by the Likud-led government. 

Of particular relevance. and importance in this 
context is the Crown Prince’s observation that 
the size of Palestinian trade and commerce with, 
Israel is still 240 times that with Jordan. There 
can be no doubt that Israel still views the 
Palestinian territories as it exclusive market to 
manipulate as it sees beneficial to its own econo- 
my. Jordan’s reservation about this undue 
Palestinian dependency on the Israeli economy 
is not self-centred but stems from the realisation 
that as long as the Palestinian economy is held 
captive by Israel, the standard of living of the 
Palestinian people will continue to be depress- 
ingly low. The high cost of production in Israel 
obviously makes Israeli products beyond the 
reach for most of the Palestinian people and in 
the process renders them easy prey to poverty 
and low standards of living and consequently 
breeds frustration and extremism. 

If Netanyahu wants to show any measure of 
goodwill to make up for all his recent and not-so- 
recent blunders, he should at least take the offer 
of Hamas for ceasefire seriously. If he really has 
Israeli security at heart, as he claims, then an 
end to violence from both sides can be achieved. 
Hamas’ conditions for the ceasefire are not 
impossible to meet. AfteraU, the movement’s «»ii 
for total Israeli withdrawal from the territories 
it occupied in 1967 is a universal one. It is now 
up to Netanyahu to prove to the Israelis that he 
is the leader they deserve and to the Arabs and 
the world that he is the man to make peace, as he 
claims he is. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for Al Ra’i strongly attacked the Israeli gov- 
ernment and its Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu for 
failing to provide protection to the Jordanian embassy staff 
and their families when thei? homes were stoned by anti- 
Arab hooligans in Tel Aviv : Mimes Razzaz said tH.it for 
four hours the embassy employees called for help and tele- 
phoned the police but nobody came to deal with the situa- 
tion. **We have a peace treaty with Israel but not a treaty of 
subjugation to the Jewish state," said the writer, who noted 
that if this is the Israeli behaviour towards Jordan which is 
enthusiastic about peace with Israel, “then how would the 
situation be wiih other Arab countries which are not inter- 
ested in the idea of making peace with Israel?" The Arabs 
have been subjected to British and French colonial rale for 
many years but the Arab inhabitants, were never treated in 
such manner as is manifest by the Israeli government, noted 
the writer. He said Jordanians have their dignity and will 
defend it by all means. 


A WRITER for Al Arab Al Yawm. Khaled Zubeidi, tack- 
led the coming Doha economic meeting expressing the 
view that most Arab countries are expected to attend it, 
though some of them will unwillingly do so. He said most 
Arabs are attending in order to please the U.S. which wants 
them to take part in the meeting in which Israel is partici- 
pating in order to ensure ’the continuation of the peace 
process. As to the economic aspect, the coming Doha meet- 
ing is not expected to benefit the Arabs nor will it contribute 
towards enhancing economic development or promote the 
peace process or peaceful coexistence among the nations of 
this region, the writer added. Qatar, the writer pointed out, 
feels embarrassed about this situation and indeed it is the 
least country that can benefit from the meeting. It will be 
more realistic and beneficial to the Arabs, he said, if they 
rely on their intrinsic economic power, pool their resources 
and agree on meaningful steps to revive joint Arab action in 
the political and economic domains. 


View from Academia 


Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 


Normalisation of Arab relations is 


perhaps what is most logically needed 


MANY, IF not most, of die slogans articulaied by our 
candidates for the forthcoming November 4 parliamen- 
tary elections are not in the least exciting (much like the 
campaign itself perhaps): some are archaic cliches, some 
are old-fashioned and reactionary, some are unrealistic, 
some are confused, some are meaningless, some are non- 
sensical. some are ludicrous, some are hilarious, and 
some are insulting to our intelligence. 

But some are interesting. Among these is one which 
particularly attracted my attention as I was driving in one 
of the suburbs of Amman the other day. Written on an 
unpretentious white banner in black letter (in Arabic, of 
course), it reads: “Arab normalisation alone is the real 
base for political and economic freedom.” Some readers 
may find this slogan funny, some may find it farcical, 
some foolish, some unrealistic, some insulting; and they 
may be right For whenever we talk about Arab relations, 
nothing seems to work. So why keep talking about it? Wc 
have, for decades, been talking about Arab unity, solidar- 
ity. cooperation, coordination; but not much has materi- 
alised. 

Nevertheless, I like this particular slogan. The idea it 
carries (explicitly or implicitly) is not only correct but is 
intelligent and perceptive. Aside from the obvious fact 
that the real, ultimate strength of the Arab World lies, 
simply, in its dependence on itself, first and foremost, 
with each individual state looking at once after its own 
interests as well as the mutual interest it shares with other 
Arab countries. 1 like the choice of the term “normalisa- 


employing more appealing and attractive words such as 
those cited above: unity, solidarity, cooperation, coordi- 
nation, integration, etc. 

The use of the term “normalisation’* in connection with 
Arab relations, unlike its use in connection with relations 
with Israel, is almost brilliant in fact For one thing, the 
word is given a -favourable positive meaning. I have 
always felt that the word “normalisation," even when 
used in connection with Israel should not be seen as sub- 


versive, pejorative, and negative as some would have us 
believe. What is wrong with having something abnormal 


We have not heard the word used much with respect to 
Arab relations. In recent history (i.e. since the late 1970s 
when Egypt signed the Camp David Accords with Israel), 
the word has been used almost exclusively in discourse 
about Arab-Israeli relations. In such context, the word 
has acquired a remarkably pejorative and negative sense. 
In the context of Arab- Arab relations, we have been 


believe. What is wrong with having something abnormal 
become normal? When the causes for tension and con- 
flict among nations (all nations) in today's world are 
eliminated, the inevitable thing, the normal thing, for 
relations among them is to become normal. The slogan 
just mentioned is interesting, in other words, because it 
restores to the word “no rmalis ation" the positive, 
favourable and noble sense inherent in iu thus turning the 
tables against the negative, pejorative use the word has 
acquired in our political discourse for the past three 
decades. 

For another, the use of the term is accurate. Arab; Arab 
relations are, now as well as for the most- part of the past 
half century (since the independence of most Arab states, 
that is) anything but normal. Forget the tensions, wars of 
words, skirmishes, and (even) feelings of hostility among 
tiie so-called Arab brethren, which we have witnessed 
periodically and az times consistently throughout the past 
five decades. Tensions, wars of words, skirmishes, and 
feelings of hostility are obvious examples of the abnor- 
mality of Arab relations. Take the subtler, and more 
important, levels of it, however, unnecessary border has- 
sle, agreements which get signed but are not implement- 
ed or followed through effectively, potentially rewarding 
projects which remain at the level of discourse. lack of 
communication among educational institutions (not just 
the political), lack of cooperation among Arab econo- 


mists, industrialists, scientists, sociologists, researchers, 

and so on and so forth. . 

What the slogan is calling for is the normalisation (i.e. 
the realisation T of the many mutual or joint aspirations, 
hopes, dreams, plans, strategies, projects, etc. which 
remain in the realm of the abnormal (i.e. the unrealised or 
unrealisable). 

Furthermore, the term denotes a sense of both accuracy 
and realism which is missing in most (if not all) of the 
other terms we use. There is something deceptive and 
false (though attractive and appealing) about the use of 
terms like unity, solidarity, cooperation, integration, and 
coordination in connection with Arab relations. The use 
of “normalisation" is more urgent, more realistic, more 
logical and more correct. In other words, before Arab 
countries begin to talk about Arab unity, solidarity, inte- 
gration. cooperation, and coordination, they must first 
and foremost normalise their relations. Let us. in recon- 
structing Arab- Arab relations, begin at both the humbler 
. and natural level of normalisation. There was a time. 

when the good old Mideast peace process was doing well 
.. (before the advent of the present Israeli government), 
when the relations of some Arab countries with Israel 
(and one says this with a grain of salt) were better than 
those between many Arabs themselves. “Normalisation,” 
in other words, is the first — both natural and normal — 
thing that the Arab countries need to embark on before 
they think about anything that goes beyond it 

I like the slogan precisely because it asks us to think 
about reconstructing Arab- Arab relations in a way and on 
a base which has not been present in our minds, apparent 
and basic though it may seem. Normalisation of Arab 
relations is perhaps exactly what we need at this point in 
time, more than at any time before. 

As to how our aspiring parliamentarian is to go about 
realising such noble and crucial goal is beyond me. 


Murky nature of Algeria’s conflict 
stymies search for a solution 


Fact and fiction 


To the Editor: 


Civilians are caught up in violence, they 
don't understand and international 


1 H It. >1 ■ 

observers wonder which side is which . 


By John Lancaster 


ALGIERS — The killers 
took their time. 

For nearly four hours, 
they laid waste to the 
neighbourhood of Ben- 
talha, moving methodical- 
ly from street to street and 
selecting their victims 
from a list, according to 
two witnesses and 
Algerian press accounts. 
Breaching locked doors 
with homemade bombs, 
they used knives and axes 
to slaughter entire fami- 
lies, including many chil- 
dren. Then they carried off 
whatever valuables they 
could find. 

Gunfire and explosions 
were clearly audible to res- 
idents of neighbouring 
Baraki, less than three 
kilometres away, where 
hundreds of soldiers occu- 
py a fortified compound. 
But the soldiers stayed puL 
As many as 214 civilians 
died. 

The massacre on Sept. 
23 was not an isolated 
incident. On three nights 
in the last two months, 
large numbers of armed 
men, sometimes accompa- 
nied by women, bave 
entered neighbourhoods 
on the outskirts of Algiers, 
slaughtering hundreds of 
men, women and children 
without interference from 
security forces that some- 
times were within earshot 
of the victims' screams. 
Scores more have died in 
smaller attacks in the farm 
towns and dreary high-rise 
suburbs south of the capi- 
ta 1 . 

Government officials say. 
that the killings were car- 
ried out by Islamic mili- 
tants seeking to overthrow 
the military-backed gov- 
ernment, and that mines 
laid outside targeted 
neighbourhoods prevented 
the security forces from 
intervening. But many 
Algerians are sceptical of 
those claims, accusing the 
security forces of abetting 
the violence, or at least tol- 
erating it, to discredit the 
militants. 

Unprecedented in scale, 
savagery and proximity to 
the capital the bloodshed 
has prompted talk of for- 
eign intervention to end a 


war that has killed tens of 
thousands of people since 
the government cancelled 
elections that Islamic fun- 
damentalists were poised 
to win in 1992. 

But the search for a solu- 
tion is complicated by the 
murky nature of the vio- 
lence. Ethnic wars in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina or 
Rwanda have had a certain 
logic. The Algerian con- 
flict, by contrast, involves 
rival groups of Islamic 
extremists, criminal ele- 
ments and a secretive mil- 
itary-backed government 
that is said to be split 
between “conciliators," 
who favour a political set- 
tlement, and “eradicators,” 
who seek a military solu- 
tion. 

“I’m not sure outsiders 
can play a constructive 
role," a Western diplomat 
said. “As long as the situa- 
tion on the ground is so 
fractious and so murky, I 
mean, whose heads are we 
supposed to be banging 
together?" 

Making matters even 
more complicated is the 
security situation, which 
inhibits independent 
investigation by diplo- 
mats. human rights organi- 
sations or foreign journal- 
ists, who cannot leave 
their hotels without armed 
guards. 

Many Algerians are baf- 
fled by the violence, which 
has caused residents- to 
sleep outside police sta- 
tions. 

‘T really don’t know 
much about what is hap- 
pening," said Moustafa 
Bouchachl an attorney for 
Abdelkhader Hachani, one 
of the leaders of the out- 
lawed Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS), the country’s 
main political opposition 
group. “It's a mystery even 
for me." 

A week of interviews 
with diplomats, human 
rights lawyers, Algerian 
journalists and survivors 
of three large massacres on 
the outskirts of Algiers 
turned up no evidence of 
direct government invo- 
lvement in the kUling. 
Survivors of massacres at 
Bentalha and Sidi Rais, 
where as man y as 511 
civilians died on Aug. 28, 


specifically identified their 
attackers as “Afghans,” 
shorthand for Islamic 
mujahidin, or holy war- 
riors, who fought the 
Soviet occupation of 
Afghanistan in the 1980s. 

But in interviews outside 
the hearing of journalists’ 
security escorts, two sur- 
vivors of the Sidi Rais 
massacre were angry and 
befuddled that soldiers did 
not heed their cries for 
help. “We shouted until 
our throats were dry,” said 
one woman before a male 
relative arrived and ended 
the conversation. 

Civilians have borne the 
brant of the . violence, 
which erupted in 1992 
after the government can- 
celled legislative elections. 

After the government 
outlawed the FIS, several 
armed groups split off 
from it The best known 
are the Islamic Salvation 
Army and the Aimed 
Islamic Group (GIA), the 
more violent of die two. Its 
targets have included jour- 
nalists, foreigners, artists, 
secular intellectuals — 
even schoolgirls who 
refused to wear the 
Muslim headcover known 
as the bejab. Spokesmen 
for the Islamic Salvation 
Army say the group does 
not kill civilians and 
restricts attacks to govern- 
ment or military targets. 

On the other side of the 
conflict are die security 
forces and civilian mili- 
tias, called Patriot groups, 
that have been implicated 
in thousands of extrajudi- 
cial killings and disappear- 
ances in the last five years. 

In the last two years, the 
character of the violence 
has broadened to include 
large-scale massacres of 
civ ilians that in recent 
months have reached the 
outskirts of the capital. 
Most of the killing is cen- 
tred on the Metijda region, 
a fertile fanning belt just 
south of Algiers, where 
orchards and crumbling 
French-colonial, villas are 
succumbing to an ugly 
sprawl of industry and 
cheaply built apartment 
blocks. 

While diplomats assume 
that the GIA is behind 
most of the attacks, they 


say its motives remain a 
mystery. The Metijda 
region voted overwhelm- 
ingly for the FIS in 1991 
elections and traditionally 
has provided the militants 
with most of their man- 
power and logistical sup- 
port 

That has led to wide- 
spread speculation that 
hardline elements of the 
security forces have infil- 
trated the GIA and are 
encouraging its members 
to cany out the massacres 
to deepen splits in . the 
movement and to rule out 
any possibility of compro- 
mise between the govern- 
ment and (he FIS. 

That theory gained cur- 
rency last month when the 
Islamic Salvation Army 
declared a ceasefire, 
fuelling rumours of secret 
negotiations between the 
government of President 
Li amine Zcroual, who is 
considered a relative mod- 
erate, and representatives 
of the Islamic militants. 

Another theory is that 
the GIA is targeting the 
region to punish FIS sup- 
porters who have switched 
allegiances to the govern- 
ment, which has provided 
some of the area’s resi- 
dents with weapons. Some 
analysts suggest that the 
movement also provides 
cover to those settling per- 
sonal scores and merce- 
naries engaged in land 
grabs and criminal activi- 
ties. 

More puzzling is the ap- 
parently passive response 
of the security forces to 
massacres that in some 
cases bave occurred 
almost literally under their 


UNDER THE tide “Scholar challenges biblical myths" (Jordan 
Times. Oct. 21). presented by Clair Brandabur. we were led 
through a largely unsubstantiated theory that proposed to 
debunk a great body of solid archaeological research that sup- 
ports the accuracy of the Old Testament texL Much of this body 
of truth has been conceded by many archaeologists over the 
past few- decades who at one time floated their theories out 
there, only to have them refuted in the light of modem archae- 
ological discoveries. Many of these archaeologists, ’contrary to 
what we read in the article, have little interest in the “validity of 
the Old Testament." The archaeologist W.F. Albright, we are 
supposed to believe, “interpreted his findings in the light of 
Chnstian readings of the Old Testament prophecy.” This is 
interesting, as Albright himself was brought up on the 
Wellhausen theory which discounted much of die validity of the 
Old Testament. One suspects that the people who push some of 
these theories are influenced more by a political agenda than 
anything else. 

The issue is not the factuality of the Old Testament text, but 
rather if present day Zionists have the right to go for a ‘land 
grab,” sanctioned by the ancient text There are many 
Christians, myself included, who would vigorously contest this. 
It is a matter of interpretation of the text, not the validity of the 
text 

In conclusion, I would say teat if these are “biblical myths," 
then die author, by extension calls into question the validity of 
the Holy. Koran also, which verifies God's deliverance of the 
Israelites from Egypt under Moses, the Exodus, tee entrance 
into C a naan, and die kingdoms of David and Solomon. 


Bob Robertson 
Box 4105 
Amman 


Individual charity 


not enough 


To the Editor: 


noses. 

In Sidi Rais, for exam- 
ple, tee killing took place 
within a few hundred 
yards of an army garrison, 
a portion of which is visi- 
ble from one of the streets 
where much of tee killing 
occurred. When the shoot- 
ing started, several hun- 
dred residents fled on foot . 
to the garrison, where they 
were given shelter in an 
adjacent villa, according to 
an older woman in a 
magenta robe who would 
not give her name. 


I REFER to the article “Poverty is painful" by Jomana Wael 
Karadsheh (Jordan Times, Oct 12, 1997) and cannot but agree 
more that poverty in Jordan is beyond any doubt a socio-eco- 
nomic phenomenon that reflects sadly on our community life as 
a whole. Jordanians, usually compassi onate by nature, feel 
sympathetic towards tee less fortunate and normally demon- 
strate their support in a variety of ways. The sight of young chil- 
dren selling gum, cigarettes, other hems or simply begging is 
not only degrading but is also fully contradicting all efforts and 
I policies towards progress and social development Concerned 
citizens have voiced their opinion and social workers have 
looked into the matter, by trying to investigate for instance, why 
youngsters hang out in tee streets when they should be at school 
where they actually belong? 

I am not aware of any specific statistics as a result of a study 
con ducted in this field. However, I know for certain most 
street dwellers ironically prefer to be there instead of attending 
school or staying at home, which only adds to the family’s eco- 
nomic hardships. As a matter of fact tee “street boys" bave 
hardly attended school or most probably have never been to 
one. Poor families see their children as potential bread earners 
at a very early age. As a result young boys and girls are forced 
to live on the streets and embark on a tough social obligation, 
namely help their needy families make ends meet, regardless of , 
tee everyday danger they are exposed to. Poverty thus forces 
frustrated parents to exploit their own children and deprive 
them of their basic rights to education and. security. 

A question poses itself here: Can individual compa s s io n and 
pity be a solution to this continuous growing problem which 
has serious social consequences? Giving few nickels away cer- 
tainly wouldn t harm most people. Individual charity would 
encourage tee authorities to stay idle and not do what should be 
done to upgrade tee standard of living for the average 
Jordanian, eliminate acute poverty cases, implement social 
change terough education for all and create room for the apph - 
S^rightT U N charterre S ardin S die protection of children’s 


The Washington Post 


Mrs. Romiana M. Nusabeh 
Amman 
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Artistic delights on earth, on walls and in the air 



NEW COLLECTION: In its second exhibition in Amman 
Silsal, the ceramics workshop, has come up with a new 
line of practical products hand-shaped in a distinctive 
style and carrying the markings that brought their pieces 
fame: Arabic calligraphy in abstract dimensions and sim- 
ple lines stylised to represent a leaf, a fruit, a flower, an 


animal or a bird created by hand, to bring about unique 
pieces. The human figure depicted in morion seemingly 
touching and dancing brings out the Silsal elegance in 
other handmade works. To check out the new collection 'of 
the 20 artists, visit Silsal’s exhibition starting Saturday, 
Oct. 25 until Thursday, Oct. 30. 


WELL DONE: Former Jordan Times editor and staff 
reporter P.V. Vivekanand, known to friends and colleagues 
asAnand, has been named " Journalist of the Year (. Middle 
East)” by the Tokyo-based International Journalists Con- 
gress for works piiblished in the Jordan Times and else- 
where over a period of 18 years. The award citation 
acknowledges Anand’s tl accurate reporting as well as per- 
ceptions and reliable analysis of situations and develop- 
ments in the region. The 44-year-old Anand was a mem- 
ber of the Jordan Times team from 1980 until May when he 
left to join the Bahrain Tribune. Anand’s wife Chitra and 
children Anoop and Vismay were very excited on hearing 
the news. “We are happy, and at such times, all the long 
hours he keeps seem worth it, ” Chitra said. 

**** 

TURKISH FASHION: Renowned Turkish fashion design- 
er Zuhal Yorgancioglu is bringing her works to show in 
Amman after Paris. London, Rome . Washington. Brussels. 
Cairo. Chicago . Abu Dhabi and Dubai The fashion show 
held under the patronage of Her Royal Highness Princess 
Aisha at the InterContinental Hotel Oct. 24 and 25 will 
feature Ms. Yorganclioglu s elegant gowns and caftans of 
silk, satin and velvet, lavishly hand embroidered with gold 
and silver threads. 

Part of the proceeds made at the fashion show organised 
by the Turkish embassy in cooperation with the InterCon- 
tinental Hotel will go to Al Hussein Society for the Reha- 
bilitation of the Physically Handicapped. 

**** 

PICASSO, DALI: Under the patronage of Her Majesty the 
Queen and under the romantic title of “ The Breeze of the 
Mediterranean, ” the Royal Society of Fine Arts is exhibit- 
ing the works of twenty four Catalonian artists, some of 
which are the originals of giants such as Salvador Dali 
Pablo Picaso and many others, for the first time in' the Mid- 
dle East. The Spanish exhibition is located on the second 
floor of the Royal Museum of Fine Arts and if you haven't 
been there before, you may wish to examine the society’s 
permanent collection of works displayed on the ground 
floor. The exhibition is on until the 27th of this month. 

**** 

ART ON THE WEB: While keeping one foot, in Amman. 
Abdul Hammeed Shoman Foundation’s Darat Al Funun 
has placed its second foot in CyberSpace, address: 
http://aaratalfunun.org. The new Internet web site is 
designed jo attract all interested in Arab art and culture. 
Not only’ will a surfer find information on the Darat and its 
activities, but the site hosts a visual treat of works by lead- 
ing contemporary Arab artists. Darat Al Funun which 
“ strives to be a haven for the arts and where the public may 
experience the visual arts in harmony with other forms of 
self-expression ** Was launched in 1993. Their earth offices 
are located in three renovated 1920’s residences overlook- 
ing a 6th century Byzantine church. Whether you find 
yourself in Cyberspace or in Amman, the Darat may prove 
to be a pleasant place to visit! 

**** 

JAZZ AND BLUES: Talking about pleasure. Poet James 
Emanuel and Saxophonist Chansse Evaruts will be the stars 


of a cultural evening to be held at the American Embassy 
in Amman on October 26. Haiku is a mood and emotion- 
evoking Japanese verse form, notable for its compression 
and suggestiveness. It consists of three unrhymed lines of 
five, seven, and five syllables. Ideally a Haiku presents a 
pair of consisting images, one suggestive of time and place, 
the other a vivid but fleeting observation. 

Emanuel holds a doctorate in American literature from 
Columbia University and has published many books and 
poems. Evanns is a BA. graduate m science, music and 
philosophy from the University of Washington. 

**** 

BUSINESS OF THE LEARNED : A delegation from the 
Agness Scott College headed by Dr. Mary Polock was at the 
University of Jordan last week to look into the possibility of 
cooperation between the two institutions and in order to 
launch a scientific and cultural relationship. Dr. Fawzi 
Gharaibeh, U. ofJ. President, stressed during his meeting 
with the guests the university's ongoing development of 
Masters and PhD. programmes as a strategic direction. 
Agness Scott is one of the few all-girl colleges in the USA 
and is located in the state of Georgia. 

**** 

SUKI CURES: Sure you've heard of China's ever so pop- 
ular acupressure and Japan’s well acclaimed Shiatzu, but 
have you come across Sula? Jordanians now have an 
opportunity to get acu-pressured in Gardens street after the 
launching of the Chong Suki Centre. Suki practitioners 
non-invasively handle pressure points located on meridians 
or energy paths that run in one’s body in order to relieve 
pain, or hopefully solve the problems causing that pain. 
These practitioners are trained by In Suk Chong, an expert 
in Suki who started his training in 1971 to graduate in 
1978. Since then, Chong has trained many practitioners in 
Korea, Canada and Australia. Even though some may say 
that if someone can fix it, they must also be able to break it. 
Jordanian Suki exports insist that there can be no side 
effects resulting from the use of their hands on your body. 

**** 

FRENCH CURES: Under the patronage of Dr. Ashraf 
Kurdi, Minister of Health and Medical Care . the French 
embassy will be holding a medical exhibition on October 
27 and 28 representing the product lines of 12 French com- 
panies accompanied by a series of seminars on the French 
health system and medical insurance, pediatrics, cardiolo- 
gy, medical imaging, MR1, urology, telemedicine, anesthe- 
sia, reanimation, sterilization, disinfection * and hygiene. . 
Both the French enVoy to AtMmart dnd Mrs. Madeleine ... 
Dautel from the French Ministry of Emplacement and Sol- 
idarity ( Department of Health) are taking charge of this 
event. 

NEW CHAIRMAN: Sa’ad Al Tal has been elected Chair- 
man of the Board of Directors of the Industrial Dei’elop- 
ment Bank and Nabil Ammari Vice-Chairman. Mr. Tal has 
been a member of the board since 1970 and was vice-chair- 
man until his election last week. 

**** 

GOING NOWHERE: The regional offices of UNICEF 


denied rumors that they were moving to Beirut. A source at 
the regional office said that the organization is looking to 
relocate the offices to a more suitable place after agree- 
ment with the Jordanian government which pays 80 per 
cent of their office rent. The UNICEF regional offices in 
Amman boasts 60 employees responsible for the organiza- 
tion ’s activities in all Arab countries and Iran. The offices 
had moved to Amman from Beirut in 1984 during the 
Lebanese civil war. . ■% 

**** 

..... i 

PR:. Ziad Abu Ghariima, the Islamic Hospital Vice Chair- 
man for Public Relations and Abdel Aziz Oweida, the Head 
of the Public Relations department at the hospital are off to 
Yemen to participate in the Jordan Industrial Week, an 
exhibition aimed at promoting Jordanian products and ser- 
vices. The hospital had an office for years to extend help 
to Arab patients looking for medical treatment in Jordan. 
Mr. Abu Ghanima is a well-known Islamist writer and 
columnist who has been lately known for his criticism of 
Muslim Brotherhood policies, a movement he belonged to 
for many years. 

**** 

DISSOLUTION: Shareholders of Sawt Al Shaab newspa- 


per (under dissolution ) were invited last week to visit the 
offices of the Jordanian Institute for Investment in order to 
prove their ownership of shares and proiect their right to 
compensation. The dissolution manager of the paper, 
Youssef Rawabdeh told Al Aswaq daily that there is still 
time for shareholders who haven’t registered with his office 
to do so in order to receive their share of auxiliary monies 
before their distribution. 

**** 

BAROQUE J MUSIC: The European Union Baroque 
Orchestra returned to Jordan to present pieces by Fux, 
Handel, Biber. Haydn, and Mozart on Wednesday at the 
Prince Hassan Auditorium of the University of Jordan. 
Under the Patronage of Her Majesty the Queen, the con- 
cert comprised mainly strings, with some instruments dat- 
ing back to the 17th and 18th centuries. The orchestra was 
created in 1985 as a training initiative of the European 
Parliament and European Commission. It trains postgrad- 
uate-musicians on the threshold of a career in the expand- 
ing field of Baroque music. The concert is open to the pub- 
lic. 
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By Jean-Clande Elias 

THE SPIRALLING, increased 
sophistication of software for per- 
sonal computers has recently 
made me take one step back and 
think .- Do we really need such 
complex programmes to accom- 
plish tasks that, most of time, are 
very simple? Aren't we spending 
more time and effort learning 
new ways and fighting with the 
machine than it would take us to 
accomplish the same tasks using 
older/more traditional methods? 

The. question may be purely 
rhetorical for there is little we or I 
can do to reverse the course of 
events. Whether we are typing a 
200-page business . report or a 
short memo to a colleague in the 
same office, we have to use the 
same advanced, improved but 
not-so-easy-to-master word pro- 
cessing software. The world is 
going in that direction and we just 
have to follow the trend. 

The issue anyway is not about 
the sweet concept of simplicity. 
It's about quality of presentation, 
communication and storage, three 
elements that only computer tech- 
nology can ensure. Given the 
tools that most of us have access 
to, it has become unacceptable to 
submit any written message that 
is not in a nearly-perfect format. 
Clear layout, legible character 
fonts, visual. effects and of course 
automatically spell-checked texts 
are now a must. It is ihe only way 
your message can get across and 
your ideas “heard.” Once the job 
done, knowing it’s recorded on 
die hard disk inside the PC gives 
you the reassuring feeling that it 






will still be there for you the next- 
day, the next month or for your 
grand children to read, reedit of 
re-prinL 

In spite of (he obvious benefits 
the above three elements bring in 
a business scope or in cases of 
large volumes of data, one still 
misses the simplicity with which 
one would just insert a- sheet of 
paper in a typewriter and start ... 
well typing. 1 wonder if someone 
writing a novel would be blessed 
with the same quality of inspira- 
tion watching a computer’s 
screen? 

The trend towards complexity 

does not only take place in the 
world of computers. Cellular 
phones are a perfect example of 
how we are turning our back to 
simplicity. They could have 
designed them just to make and 
receive phone calls. They didn’t. 
A modem mobile telephone set 
has more features and functions 
than the average rocket launcher 
back in the sixties. If you do have 
such a cellular phone, try to sec 
how much of these functions and 
features do you know or actually 
use. Only a fraction I bet 

The world as a whole is becom- 
ing extremely confusing. The 
economy, .the demography and 
the environmental problems of 
our planet have reached unprece- 
dented levels of complexity. Why 
shouldn’t technology too? After 
all it is but the minor of our 
rimes. As a French journalist was 
recently commenting on his 
country’s new telephone dialling 
system: “Soon it will take a 
degree in electronics engineering 
in order to make a simple phone 

call!" 


Hungary commercial 
TV off to rocky start 

By Mkhad Roddy ism but okl-feshioned politics 

' Reuters for its failure to win a franchise 

far one of the stations. 


two fatmeriy state-owned 
channels faces massive fines of 
up to 800,000 forints a day far 
fating to provide the program- 
ming it agreed to air in hs ten- 
der offec 

The Bo t^sman p- TmlfftH f’T T 
Magyar RTL “Klutr channel 
was caught seemingly unpre- 


BUDAPEST — Hungary’s 
plunge into (he Western-style 
commercial television market 
has got off to a shaky start, with 
plot twists worthy of a daytime 
soap opera. 

, A US. company which lost 
die bidding war in July for two 
formerly state-owned channels 
that began broadcasting this’ 
month is suing the media regu- 
latory agency ORTT, saying 
politics and not the quality of 
the bid was the deciding factcc 

Another firm, which won the 
trmdw for (me of die channels, 
will probably face a su bstan tial 
imposed by die ORTT for 
failin g to provide the program- 
ming it had agreed to air 

Companies that are bidding 
for two FM radio channels due 
to be awarded this month or 
next hope the controversy does 
not spill over and jeopardise 

their chances. 

Tve had a lot of questions 
and problems with our wodc,” 
said (SOT council member 
Janos Umar, the only member 
of the seven-person ORTT 
deocmn - mfllong body TO 
abstain from July’s vote on die 
television tender offers. 

‘Tb tell the truth, it is clear 
that there are a lot of problems 
to set up such an agamsation as 
dK OKIT in the media field in 
a post-socialist country,” Me 
Umar told Reuters in an inter- 
view. 


“We are suing them and I 
think we have a very powerful 
case,” said Gyorgy Bala die 
acting general manager of Hun- 
gary’s TV3, a largely cable- 
delivered channel which CME 
purchased after it lost die bids 
for the public channels. 

He said the suit, which the 
courts have agreed to hear over 
the objections of die O KIT, 
claims in part that the ORTT 
violated its own regulations and 
relevant media law. 

“We claim that as opposed to 
all the conditions according to 
which bids should have been 
evaluated 3nd scored and the 
highest scores should have won 

the licences- We .believe it is 
completely clearly proven that 
die council has voted far win- 
ners-ADd adjusted die points 
accordingly,” Mr. BaJo said. 

“We say if you warn to make 
a political decision it’s fine but 

dim don’t do a bid,” he added 

Mihaily Revesz, the ORTT 
chairman, had no time for an 
interview, according to his sec- 
retary, Daniel Varga. 

But in an interview with 
Reuters published in Septem- 
ber, Mr. Revesz said CME’s 
programming proposal had 
been weak. He said that had 
weighed heavily against their 
bid even though CME’s finan- 
cial offers of 111 billion forints 
($61.8 mfllion) for 10-year 
franchises for either of the two 
channels were about 50 per 


pared for its opening day on 
October 4 and has been fining 
air time largely with a daytime 
video “Klip Klub” and sombre 
Hungarian movies at night 
. The progr amming content 
has triggered penally clauses in 
its contract with ORTT and sta- 
tion officials say rt is likely to 
pay some fines. 

“Negotiations are still going 
cm and die amount is no w much 
less but it looks like there is still 
going to be something.” said a 
station official who asked to 
remain anonymous. 

The complications swirling 
around die television tenders 
have arisen as Hungary pro- 
ceeds with die sale of two FM 
channels in another major step 
in its much-delayed media pri- 
vatisation. 

Officials of companies which 
have submitted bids for die 
seven-year concession say they 
expect die ORTT to announce a 
decision soon, but would not be 
surprised if it goes to another 
bidding round. 

An official of one of the bidr 
dets said that unlike die televi- 
sion tenders, die radio tenders 
will be judged almost solely oa 
the basis of the money offered, 
much reducing die subjective 


Old-fashioned politics 
to blame? 

Central European Media 
Enterprises (CME), the U.S.- 
based company suing the 
ORTT, blames not post-social- 


cent higher than the competi- 
tion. 

New TV company 
could face fines 

Meanwhile the company that 
woo tbe bidding war for one of 


element. 

“But if the bids ate within 
certain ratios of one another, 
then it could be forced to anoth- 
er round if the bids are relative- 
ly dose,” the official sakl 


El Nino preys on Rio 
de Janeiro’s beaches 


By Simona De Logu 

Reuters 

RIO DE JANEIRO — Waves 
whipped up by die weather phenome- 
non known as El Nino are tearing 
away at Rio de Janeiro’s sandy shores, . 
leaving nothing but bare rocks along 
parts of world-famous Copacabana - 
Beach. 

All of Rio’s beaches have shrunk in 
width by 30 to 50 metres over die past 
few months, but the city’s foremost 
tourist haven has borne the brunt of 
the unusually high waves in recent 
days. 

The Copacabana neighbourhood, 
home to most of Rio’s hotels, night- 
clubs. bars and restaurants, curves 
along four kilometres of Atlantic 
coastline with Rio’s trademark sugar 
loaf mountain searing in the back- 
ground at tbe far end of tbe bay. 

*Tve lived here 40 years and spent 
much of that time on the beach but 
Tve never seen anything like this,” 
said pensioner Ronaldo Alvarez, 57, 
as be pointed to the rocks jutting out 
below Copacabana’s seafront prome- 
nade. 

Alvarez has not been the only local 
resident to stare in disbelief at die van- 
ishing sand. Some locals and tourists 
come with their cameras to capture on 
film what is a historic event in a 
neighbourhood where leisure, busi- 
ness and everyday life revolve around 
ihe beach. 

Freak weather could 
last 18 months 

Scientists blame tbe beach debacle 
on El Nino — Spanish for the Christ 
child because it traditionally peaks 
around Christmas — which has 
already brought Rio its honest winter 
day in 75 years with temperatures 
reaching a scorching 108 degrees (42 
Celsius) in Septembec 

The weather phenomenon, which 


occurs with varying strength every 
two to seven years and is caused by a 
warming in southern Pacific waters, 
can last up to 18 months and affects 
weather patterns all across die world, 
causing droughts in some places and 
flooding in others. 

Scientists say this year’s El Nina 
which started in April, is tbe harshest 
since 1982-83, when it caused dam- 
age estimated at $13 billion and killed 

2.000 people worldwide. 

’El Nino is causing the wind to 
blow from tbe east -and the southeast, 
which is unusual in Rio, and as a 
result we get these high waves," 
oceanographer David Zee said. ‘‘Since 
Copacahana faces southeast it gets the 
full force of the waves." 

Ocean will return 

when cyde is over 

The surf has eaten away around 

100.000 cubic metres of sand Zee 
said the ocean would bring back die 
beach once El Nino had completed its 
cycle, but that is little comfort for mer- 
chant Marcos Antonio dos Santos, 
who fears the waves may claim his 
Copacabana beachfront kiosk as then- 
next victim. 

“Business is bad. My customers 
have disappeared along with tbe 
sand," Santos said “Who knows, 
maybe my kiosk is next Only yester- 
day one of my customers got soaked 
by a wave.” 

Afl of .Brazil is bracing for the 
potential ravages of El Nino, which 
has already brought flooding to the 
south of the country and is expected to 
bring drought to the northeast over die 
coming months. 

And Rio remains on alert for further 
El Nino fallout City hall has launched 
a special disasterrelief and prevention 
programme in preparation for what 
could be a summer of floods and mud- 
slides as El Nino brings exceptionally 
heavy rains. 
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Jordan, Israel push major border schemes 


By Suleiman AI Khalidi 

Reuters 

AMMAN — Jordan said 
Wednesday that Israel had 
agreed to proceed with 
ambitious development 
schemes on the Jordan Rift 
Valley border as a porent 
symbol of the benefits of 
peace. 

“We will meet soon short- 
ly. either next week or the 
following to start some of 
the projects in addition to 
the master plan of the Jordan 
Rift Valley," Water and Irri- 
gation Minister Munther 
Haddadin said on his return 
from Israeli after lengthy 
talks with Israel Infrastruc- 
ture Minister Ariel Sharon 
on Tuesday. 

The projects include 
industrial parks, tourism, 
complexes and agricultural, 
ventures. The showpiece is 
the $5 billion “Red-Dead 
Canal” through the desert 
from the Red Sea to the 
Dead Sea, the lowest point 
on earth. 

The 190-kilometre canal 
would generate hydro-elec - 


trie power to desalinate 
water, helping to reduce the 
conflict over scarce water 
supplies, and saving the 
Dead Sea from gradual 
evaporation at current rates 
of inflow. 

Jordan views the Red- 
Dead Canal project as the 
backbone of development of 
the whole Jordan Rift Valley 
region and the only sustain- 
able way to resolve its wors- 
ening water shortage. 

It also sees it as a practical 
and symbolic cementing of 
the 1994 peace treaty. 

“It generates sweet water 
and opens up desert territory 
for economic activity." Mr. 
Haddadin told Reuters in an 
interview. 

U.S. Harza Engineering 
recently completed a Jordan 
Valley masterplan after two 
half years. Dr. Haddadin 
said U.S. company Bechtel 
was evaluating the whole 
masterplan after a final 
review of the Red-Dead 
Canal project was made in 
September. 

Dr. Haddadin said he 
found the Israeli side more 


serious than any time before 
about a Jordanian proposal 
to set up a jointly run 
authority to manage the Jor- 
dan Rift Valley Develop- 
ment schemes, an integral 
part of the plan. 

He compared the joint 
authority to similar bodies 
which administer rivers such 
as the Rhine and the Danube 
in Europe. But Dr. Haddadin 
cautioned that most of the 
Jordan Rift Valley projects 
would take years to com- 
plete. Apart from huge 
financial hurdles, many 
were still at the feasibility 
stage and still faced engi- 
neering and design chal- 
lenges. 

Dr. Haddadin said Israel 
and Jordan would have to 
jointly lobby donors and 
multilateral agencies to 
finance the canal and the 
larger infrastructure pro- 
jects, while also promoting 
smaller private sector ven- 
tures to global investors. 

“(The Israelis) have 
responded to our calls for 
joint efforts to attract 
finance of such a huge pro- 


ject,’* he said. 

“It requires huge financial 
resources but if the environ- 
ment was attractive for capi- 
tal the investment will 
come,” he added. 

Dr. Haddadin said he and 
Mr. Sharon also touched on 
other joint projects such as a 
tourism park and other agri- 
cultural projects. 

An industrial zone in 
northern Jordan could start 
early next year and work 
could begin in tourism and 
agriculture projects at the 
same time. 

“We hope once the move- 
ment begins from one, two, 
three projects it will snow- 
ball,” he added. 

But Dr. Haddadin admit- 
ted that setbacks in Middle 
East peace had slowed down 
joint investments and the 
pace of progress on the Jor- 
dan Rift Valley projects. 

“If the Palestinian track 
was moving and the Syrians 
open along with the 
Lebanese, the attraction of 
investment to the region 
would have been much 
more than this," he said. 


Arab countries urged to draw up 
strategy to combat capital flight 


ABU DHABI (AFP.) — 
Arab states need to draw up 
a strategy to modernise their 
stock markets to lure back 
hundreds of billions of dol- 
lars in investments held 
overseas, a top Arab banker 
has said. 

“Our Arab stock markets 
are still suffering from a 
shortage of advanced finan- 
cial instruments which could 
attract capital and of spe- 
cialised bodies that could 
work for modernisation of 
financial and banking ser- 
vices,” said Mahmoud 
Abdul Aziz, chairman of the 
Beirut-based Union of Arab 


Banks. 

“What we need now is a 
comprehensive development 
strategy. But it should take 
into account the fact that 
government restrictions on 
share-dealing, the absence 
of market mechanisms and 
the general weakness in the 
bourses have always pre- 
vented any development and 
aggravated capital flight.” he 
wrote in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAH) business 
weekly Emirates Today. 

Mr. Abdul Aziz gave no 
figures on Arab investments 
abroad but independent esti- 
mates put them at between 


Towards Better Skills 
Coca Cola Trains Employees in Jordan 

THE COCA Cola Company organised two training courses , 
for its employees, old and new. at the factory in Madaba last 
Wednesday and Thursday. 

The first course, titled "A Day in the Life of a Coca Cola 
Route Salesman," revolved around sales and distribution 
training, and included a tour of the plant and the warehouses. 
The second course, specifically designed for new supervisors 
in the company, was a general orientation course of the 
plant and the company. 

The courses were inaugurated by Azem Omar Yousif, General 
Manager of the Coca Cola Bottling Company in Jordan. 
Francios Mourad, Training and Development Manager for 
Coca Cola Near East, stated: "These training courses are part 
of extensive programmes designed by the Coca Cola 
Company to improve local skills in an effort to ensure the 
quality of its product and service. It is also in line with the 
company's policy of hiring and training of local labour, 
exchanging of expertise and constant innovation in the 
plant." 


$600 billion and $800 bil- 
lion . They are concentrated, 
in the West in bank deposits, 
real estate and stocks. 

Several Arab countries 
have embarked on reforms 
to heal their economies and 
lure back some of the over- 
seas funds which are needed 
to finance domestic develop- 
ment. 

But nearly half the Arab 
League's 22 members are 
still without official stock 
exchanges while some of 
those with floors have kept 
them closed to foreigners. 
Other members have given a 
limited access to foreign 
investors. 

“We are taking measures 
continuously to develop our 
stock exchange to attract 
domestic and foreign capital 
as part of reforms.” said 
Mahmoud Al Jarwani. exec- 
utive president of the Omani 
Muscat Securities Market. 

“But more work is needed. 
Some Arab markets have a 
long way to go in the mod- 
ernisation process, including 
the investment instruments 
and the infrastructure of the 
markets,” he told AFP by 
telephone. 

More than 1,000 banks 
and companies trade their 
shares in the Arab stock 
markets, with their total cap- 
italiation standing at around 
$125 billion at the end of 


June. Nearly 70 per cent of 
the capital is based in the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) states of Bahrain. 
Kuwait. O man , Qatar. Saudi 
Arabia, and the UAE. 

Sharedealing in most Arab 
capital markets has been 
cramped by political uncer- 
tainty, high government 
ownership, restriction of 
share ownership to nationals 
and a general tendency for 
long-term investment. 

Arab governments have 
often come under fire for 
failing to reform fiscal poli- 
cies that could enable banks 
and other financial institu- 
tions to upgrade their ser- 
vices to cope with banking 
developments worldwide. 

“Some Arab banks are still 
sticking to the traditional 
commercial services in their 
operations while others lack 
awareness of the modem 
investment instruments in 
the stock markets,” Mr. 
Abdul Aziz said. 

“For all those reasons, our 
markets have plunged into a 
vicious cycle of weakness 
and failure to build a base 
capable of attracting capi- 
tal,” he added. 

“The time has come for 
change in order to create the 
right investment climate and 
ensure the return of our huge 
funds in foreign markets.” 
he concluded. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23. 1997 
By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services , Inc . 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Everything slows down 
today, ioclnding. for some people, walking and speech. If 
you’re having trouble think ing of the right dung to say. that's 
your excusp. You are lucky, though. You don’t even have to 
talk about it anymore. Just get out there and do what’s neces- 
sary. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Yesterday, the action was 
fast-paced. Today’ you'll have to think deliberately while act- 
ing <juicldy; An mtTTnare conversation, in the privacy of your 

own home, wUJbelp clear up an old misunderstaixiing.-You’lI 
finally get to the truth of the matter. Don’t worry, nobody 
dies. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Your workload is about to 
increase dramatically. Don't be pushed around by the currents 
of fete; take matters into your own hands. Watch your health 
during the coming few weeks. Since you’ll be working hairi- 
er, you might get stressed. A long walk or drive in the coun- 
try will do wonders. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) You're luckier 
than usual in love affairs, children and gambling. Today, how- 
ever, that luck may not be apparenL Schedule a discussion 
with your sweetheart tonight- Don’t be frustrated if it takes a 
while to make things happen. It's not a bad idea to do a little 
planning anyway. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) This is potentially a stifling time 
of year for you. Make it stimulating instead. Somebody you 
live with wants a lot more of your attention than you've been 
able to give. You’re up to the challenge. Go into battle armed 
with your sense of humour and you’ll both triumph. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) It’s getting much eas- 
ier for you to acquire new information. Choose the skill you 
want to master next. You need to deal with a private matter 
and you can’t put it off much longer. You'll find out what it is 
today. The person who wants it done will draw it to your 
attention. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You have the oppor- 
tunity of making more money than you ever thought possible. 
You'll also think of a lot of ways to spend it. and you don’t 
even have it yet! Resist the urge to splurge. Do more research 
first With planning, you'll make your resources last a lot 
longer. 

I SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Yon have even 
| more enthusiasm, power and determination than usuaL You’re 
pretty much unstoppable, except for today. Just wait; your 
chance will come. If the boss you’re with won’t listen to your 
brilliant plans, go find somebody to work for who will. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) During the 
next several weeks, your focus is on completion. You're not 
prone to believing in fantasies. You're not very good at keep- 
ing secrets, either. Today, do both. You may have worries and 
fears, too. Refuse to empower them and then'll float away. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Everything is 
getting solid. You had such a flurry of activity for so long, you 
thought it was going to be like that forever Well, it wasn't. 
Now, things are the way they’re going to be for a while. In a 
way. it's a relief. .Take what yon’ve got and start planning 
your next move. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You're a very 
solid, dependable person. You have a different approach to 
how things should be handled, though. This will show up 
today in your interpersonal relationships. Take things one step 
at a time. Stop fighting and listen to the other person. 

PISCES: (February 20 lo March 20) It's a vexy hectic work- 
day. With concentration, you can achieve great tilings- You 
will be trying ideas you've never thought possible. And you’ll 
be making them happen. Don’t tty to do it aff today; you have 
several weeks. Just relax. Take firings one ar a time. 

Birthstone of October: Opal ■ — Tourmaline 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24. 1997 


By Linda C. Black Tribune Media Services . Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April IV) During the ant's transit 
through Libra, you formed partnerships. They were n^&eseft 
of business and romance. Basically, they’re just special inter- 
relationships between you and another person. Daring Scor- 
pio, focus on the money you share. Today, be light about k.~ r ~} 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) It’s getting muds easittfa 
make good decisions. Some of them may happen 
much effort. Sit back and watch. You and youf p&rtnei?^ 
take notes and make your move when the right 
comes. It’s also a good day u? go shopping for somefl^^^ 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Are you startii%toiER^g£ 

tie easier to concentrate? It’s not a natural 

watch everything, so you can take quick 

needed. Now. you're developing other skills. WhSe;tgg^^^ 

in Scorpio, you'll learn how to pick one topic 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) 

concerning a purchase for a loved one or child. 

ask for a raise in pay. Or get a better job. You areaa&gipg- 

bly valuable and talented person. Remind your boss^tsSttats 

of that. Besides, you need more money so you ranria&3fcdl& 

care of your family. That usually works, for you. 

■ ■ \ 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You'U need ail yora-.cois^g^^ 
enthusiasm to hold out against a stubborn adversary. '^fitfs 
going on? Does your kid want the complete Dartfa Vadef pnt- 
fit at a cost of $159.95? By spending your time. taleatandcre- 
ativfry instead, you can make something even better. £ t J ; . 

VIRGO: (August. 22 to September 22) Yon might notice that 
everything takes about three times as long as ustraL; Tfctf s- 
OK. The decisions you make now might have to last you for 
a long time. Don’t rush into anything. Consult with somebody, 
in private, who has access to the need. You av<mueto success 
may be just around the corner 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You could be slightly 
inhibited financially, but the rest of your life should be going 
very welL Who needs money anyway? Tonigte. get together 
with your neighbours, it helps the whole town become a safer 
place and you’ve got some really neat people living around 
you. Get to know them bettet 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You can’t have 
everything yon want quite yet. You can have sane of it, 
though. It looks like an excellent day to ask for a raise. You’re 
so lucky, you might get it without asking ar alL But don’t take 
that risk. Might as well coach the deal while you have the con- 
ditions in your favour 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) Take 
care of private matters during the next few weeks. If 
you don’t, you’ll have to deal with the consequences. You are 
enthusiastic and confident. Soon you'll have more patience. 
Watch out for that frivolous tendency. Don't overlook some- 
thing that absolutely must get done today. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You are a 
strong leader. You can make amazing things happen. First, 
organise all your friends, relatives and business associates. 
Then, you motivate them to come up wife ideas for making 
more money. Promise them a percentage of the action. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You’re going to 
have to relax. If you don’t, nothing wffl get done. Everyone 
seems to be in an adversarial frame of mind, including you. A 
compromise will be necessary. Let your friends convince you 
that this whole filing is not as important as you've made it out 
lobe. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) One of the decisions you 
might want to make has to do with your job. Is it time fra 1 you 
to get a little store money? If so, bring that up to the boss 
today. He of she' will be in a generous mood. You’ll get lots of 
good adviceand emotional support from a friend who lives far 


-Birfltstone of October: Opal — Tourmaline 




THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Overprotect 
7 Broadcast 

15 Lined up 

16 Snack 

17 Update 

18 Popular surfing 
site 

19 Icy fissure 


22 Ruhr Valley city 

23 Newspaper 
VIPs 

25 Anti-alcohol gp. 

28 Needlefish 

30 Help-wanted ad 
abbr. 

33 Bom as 

34 Ambassador's 
employer 

40 It makes you a 
little numb 

41 Wrestling 
match, e.g. 

42 Chiang — - shek 

43 Collection 

44 Year In Spain 

45 Youngster’s 
sch. 

47 Jabber 

49 Scottish 
landowner 

54 African 
grassland 

57 Newsperson 

59 Custom-made 

62 Reptilian pet 

63 Renounce 

64 Kind of gravy 

65 Nighttime fear 

66 Ascends 

DOWN 

1 The Odyssey" 
temptress 

2 Lulus 

3 *— Wortd" 
(sitcom) 

4 Tate the wheel 

5 1964 0tynpies 
host 

6 Rock females 

7 Attempted 

8 —Tin Tin 

9 Judicial 
proceedings 

10 — do-weti 
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“I don't like being in a bad mood, but 
if s the only thing I'm really good at!” 


by Chuck Deodene 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
® by H«nri Arnold and MDw Argirion 


11 Begone! 

12 Metal alloyed 
with steel 

13 Atflafs loe 

14 Asian holiday 

20 Peace of mind 

24 Wavy painting? 

26 Patron saint of 
France 

27 Coup — (revolt) 

29 —that will 

live..,* 

31 “Loot- 
playwright Joe 

32 Like a race- 
based study 

34 Quench 

35 Add up 

36 Having success 

37 Chess champ, 
once 

38 Chest muscle, 
(or short 

39 Convened 

46 Free-for-all 

48 'As You Like IT 
forest 

50 Caribbean fete 


55Ss 

QQQQ □□□□□ QQDD 
DSEHU □□□□□ □□□□ 
□□□□□□□□□□□□□□a 

□□□ □□□ 

□GQ □□□□□□□ BBU 
auana □□□□ □□□□ 
□□□□□□□□nnnnaQQ 
□□dq □□□□ □□□□□ 

□□□ □□□□□□□ □□□ 
m □□□ DB0 

□□□□ □□□□□ □□□□ 
□HDD □□□□□ QQOQ 
QDDB □□□□□ DDDD 


6 18 97 Trt xnw Made Santas. Inc. 
A8 righe rasarwe. 


51 “Didn't We 
Almost 
Have — r 


56 Apothecary 
dose 
58 Swine 


52 Actress Taylor 59 Bar bin 

53 Exasperated 60 Film's Olivia 


comments 
55 Sluggish 


D*— 

61 Greek letter 



Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sup* 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Saturdays ‘Jumbles: BRASS HURRY SPLEEN POLITE. . 
Answer: To get good at climbing you must — 

LEARN THE ROPES 


*w: . 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at 22/10/97 19:23 
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IFC’s investments in six Jordanian 
companies amount to $86.3 million 


By Ghalia Alul 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The 
International Finance Corpo- 
ration 0FC) has investments 
amounting ro $86.3 million 
in six Jordanian companies, 
IFC Executive Vice Presi- 
dent Jannik Lindbaek told 
reporters Wednesday. 

Mr. Lindbaek said the IFC, 
a member of the World Bank 
Group and the world's 
largest multilateral source of 
equity and loan financing for 
private sector projects in 
developing countries, 

approved two projects in 
financial year 1997. 

A $25 million investment 
have financed the building of 
a 230-room hotel and health 
care facility on the eastern 
shores of the Dead Sea, he 
said. 

The project, owned by the 
Business Tourism Company, 
“is one of the first 
international standard hotels 
to be built on the Jordanian 
side of the Dead Sea and 
IFC's second hotel in the 
area,” Mr. Lindbaek added. 

This project, be said, “will 
help diversity tourism activi- 
ty in the region by contribut- 
ing towards the development 
of a new tourist destination 


and by attracting the grow- 
ing international health 
tourism market. Further- 
more. it will generate for- 
eign exchange and create 
jobs.” 

The second investment 
was for $10 million that 
financed the expansion of 
El-Zay company which man- 
ufactures men’s suits, Mr. 
Lindbaek indicated. 

This project, he said, will 
improve the Jordanian textile 
industry and encourage the 
transfer of know-how as well 
as upgrade local skills: 

IFC's investments in Jor- 
dan in 1997 covered the fol- 
lowing six major companies: 
AJ Hikma Pharmaceuticals, 
Jordan Mobile Telecom 
Company, A1 Keena Hygien- 
ic Paper and Mill, Model 
Aluminium Industries, Indo- 
Jordan Chemicals Company 
and Zara Investments. 

Since 1994, EFC has 
invested a total of $110.4 
million in eight Jordanian 
companies, said Mr. Lin- 
baekL 

“Our strategy is to focus on 
priority areas, including 
tourism, industry, agribusi- 
ness, mineral resources and 
capital markets.” added Mr. 
Lindbaek, who is in Jordan 
on a four-day visit, aimed at 



Jannik Lindbaek 

consulting the government 
and industry leaders on 
IFC’s activities and projects 
in the Kingdom. 

Mr. Lindbaek emphasised 
that" the EFC was pleased 
with Jordan’s economic 
growth, and expressed inter- 
est to seek more investment 
opportunities in the King- 
dom’s tourism sector. 

He said that in this sector, 
IFC approved investments in 
three projects, including the 
first two hotels and spa com- 
plexes on the Dead Sea. 

The IFC, Mr. Lindbaek 
added, will continue to 


invest in Jordan's industrial 
sector, since the amount 
invested in the country’s 
minera] resources reached 
$30 million. 

Mr. Lindbaek said IFC also 
hopes to establish the first 
joint venture leasing compa- 
ny in Jordan as soon as leg- 
islation in this regard is 
passed by the Lower House. 

lyad Malas. another IFC 
representative, referred to 
the importance of leasing 
investments, saying it is a 
process that facilitates 
financing of small and medi- 
um-size enterprises through 
the provision of equipment, 
which will be mortgaged to 
the lending party. 

“We are also looking at the 
insurance sector as well as 
mutual funds. And finally 
we will continue to support 
key areas which can help 
make the economy more 
competitive internationally 
and draw on Jordan’s com- 
parative advantages of 
skilled human resources and 
high quality raw material,” 
Mr. Lindbaek stated at a 
meeting held by the Amman 
Chamber of Industry (AC1). 

ACI Chairman Khaldoun 
Abu Hassan briefed Mr. 
Lindbaek on Jordan's indus- 
trial sector, saying the coun- 


try has succeeded in creating 
about 450 linkages with 
multi-national and major 
enterprises in Europe, the 
United States and other 
countries and in covering 
joint ventures in production, 
equity sharing, licensing, 
franchise trade marks, con- 
sultancy services, and know- 
how. 

“Financial support from 
IFC will certainly augment 
and boost the industry and 
tourism in Jordan sector and 
will assist in integrating the 
Jordanian economy with the 
world economy.” said Mr. 
Abu Hassan. 

According to an IFC state- 
ment, the corporation has 
expanded its activities in the 
region in recent years in 
response to a more 
favourable environment for 
private sector development. 

Since 1993, the IFC has 
invested in 17 projects for a 
total of $437 million in 
Lebanon. Of this amount, 
$231 milli on was for IFC’s 
own account. 

Since 1994, the IFC has 
invested $98.7 million in 
eight projects in the West 
Bank and Gaza. Of this 
amount $87.2 million was 
for IFC’s own account, the 
statement added. 


Israel likely to start using Aqaba airport next month 


By Threq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Israel has submit- 
ted a request to Jordan to oper- 
ate two pilot flights weekly to 
Aqaba airport in line with a 


memo of understanding that 
the two sides signed in August, 
Jordan's Civil Aviation Authori- 
ty (CAA) Director General Jasir 
Zayyad said Wednesday. 

Captain Zayyad said the 
request, submitted Tuesday. 


demands operating two flights 
weekly starting from Nov. 11. 
He added that the Kingdom wfll 
respond to the Israeli demand 
today (Thursday ). 

“According to the memorad- 
um. we cannot reject their 


demand but the Jordanian 
approval is conditioned by 
Israeli compliance with the 
landing article in the memo,” 
Captain Zayyad told the Jordan 
Times. 

The top aviation official was 
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referring to an article in the 
memo which organises the 
landing of planes in the Aqaba 
airport 

On Aug. 31. Transportation 
Minister Bassam Saket signed 
with his Israeli counterpart 
Yitzhak Levy a memorandum 
that stipulates the launching of 
pilot flights to the Kingdom’s 
southern airport as a step to 
transform the Aqaba airport into 
an international airport for joint 
use. 

The agreement between the 
two sides also envisages permit- 
ting international flights, that 
target Israel’s southern airports 
of Filar and Uvda, to land at 
Aqaha airport. 

Under the agreement, Jordan- 
ian and Israeli security agents 
can accompany passengers 
between Aqaba and Eilat with- 
out stopping at the bonder. 

The agreement will facilitate 
the arrival of tourists to the Red 
Sea resorts of Aqaha and EilaL 

Captain Zayyad said the two 
weekly flights would not only 
allow Israel's national carrier 
planes to land at Aqaba airport, 
but also planes from 
international aviation compa- 
nies. 

The Israeli English daily. The 
Jerusalem Post, quoted Israel’s 
transportation ministry Direc- 
tor-General Nahum Langenthal 
as saying that the two sides will 
begin using the Aqaba airport 
on Nov. 5. 

The Israeli official admitted 
that there is still “legal prob- 
lems” that need to be resolved 
before the launching of the pilot 
flights. 

The newspaper reported that 
the first Israeli flights to the Jor- ' 
danian airport are to be Adda 
and El A1 direct flights from 
Europe, starting with four 
flights a week. Charter flights to 
the Uvda airfield are to contin- 
ue, the daily quoted Mr. Lan- 
genthal as saying. 

On Tuesday. Acting Minister 
.of State for Inf ormati on Affairs 
Naser lawzi told reporters that 
'Israel was to be blamed for the 
delay in operating flights to the 
‘Kingdom’s southern airport 
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DAJANI Jewellers.Gems dealers.Unique desips in!8k Gold . ^SlTn^AWnBSi • 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Esta te 

Tel:- 810605-81 0609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 



1 hour service 

Develop your colour fHm 

at our shop and get: 

* JUMBO photo size 

30% larger. 

• Free an 

20 x 30 cm . .. • . . 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
GrimHays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823881 
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667171 EXT. 223 
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AIRPORT EXPRESS 


Modem Air-Conditioned 
Busses Around the CLOCK 
Every 30 Minutes from Abdali 
to Airport and Back 


For Further Detafis call : 
Airport Branch 08-51531 
Abdali Branch 653313 



• >ll: (l.'irdc 

Tel. 6 ( i:r,T2 67455; 



Apartments 
& Villas Deluxe 
in Amman 


SANABEL 


Real ■ E s i ;j t h 


Swerfiyeh 
Hajarat Complex 
Ter. 864230 - 865167 
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Australia urged to bid 

for 2010 World Cup 


ADELAIDE (AFP) — FIFA secretary general Sepp Blatter 
on Wednesday encouraged Australia to bid for the 2010 
World Cup finals. 

Australia are one stage from qualifying for next year’s 
finals in France, and Blatter, while inspecting Adelaide’s 
Hind marsh Stadium, a football venue for the 2000 
Olympics, said Australia would be a logical candidate for 
the World Cup finals. 

“Have a look at 2010. You are a young country and have 
young people here.” he said. 

“It’s a real chance and Soccer Australia and ail Australia 
should take this challenge to bid and ask for the World 
Cup.” 

Blatter said hosting the 2000 Olympics would prove 
Australia could stage a major event and given the style m 
which'it has run two Youth World Cups (1981 and 1993) it 
would be a frontrunner in 2010 as FIFA looked to take the 
football showpiece around the world. 


“If they can organise the Olympic Games, with more than 
10,000 athletes they can do the World Clip wi th 32 learns 
and 1,000 athletes,” he said. 

. France hosts next year’s World Cup with Japanand South 
Korea sharing the 2002 finals. ' ■* ‘ * ^ T - ‘ 

“FIFA will always like to have itffjnajpr cortpet&oor att 
around the worid,” Blatter said 
“That’s why we are going with the 2002 WofW Cup to 
Asia. Then why not Africa 'and other cobfinedfeT? . . 

Soccer Australia chairman David Hill said Auafralia 
would jump at the chance to host toe World Cup bta ind ire 
would not rush, because of toe 30 million dollar ($2£mfc 
lion) cost : .. _ 

“We’ll only go for it if .we can win it and I’m hearing toe 
messages loud ami clear — there’s a queue in from of us 
(for 2006) and 1 think Africa has a big claim,” Hill sakL - 
“If 2010 is the earliest we can win it, we’ll go for 2010.” 


England World Cup bid heads West 


LONDON (AFP.) — . Sir Bobby 
Charlton will lead from die front as 
England’s bid to land the 2006 WorLd 
Cup steps up a gear. 

The former Manchester United star 
is a key player in' the Football 
Association team which is aiming to 
bring the global game’s most glittering 
prize back to the country where foot- 
ball was founded. 

Sir Bobby will leave on Thursday 
with Sports Minister Tony Banks on 
an eight-day promotional visit to the 
USA, Costa Rica and Trinidad and 
Tobago. 

FA chief executive Graham • Kelly 
and campaign chief Alec McGivan 
will complete the four-man delegation, 
which will have talks to senior FIFA 
figures in all three countries. 

The trip is the first major interna- 
tional element of the bid, which was 
boosted by news Tuesday of a £3 mil- 
lion grant from the Sports Council. 

Functions have been held ai the 
British embassies in Paris, during last 
summer’s Toumoi de France, and in 
Rome, hours, before Glenn Hoddle’s 
side booked their place in next sum- 


mer’s finals. 

But the transatlantic trip signals die 
expansion and seriousness of the gov- 
ernment-backed campaign, which will 
see the invitation to return the World 
Cup to ‘The Home of Football” post-' 
ed across the globe. 

McGivan explained: “We’ve held a 
number of successful international 
events so far but this will be the first 
time we’ve sat down with members of 
the FIFA Executive to talk about the 
strengths of our bid. - 

“The feedback we’ve had so far has 
been very positive, and people know 
there has never been a better rime for 
the World Cup to come bade to 
England. 

“We’re confident that our bid is die 
best in the world. The cornerstone of 
that bid is passion and professionalism 
and that -is die message we want to 
take to these three vital FIFA coun- 
tries.” 

Sports Minister Tony Banks wel- 
comed the Sports Council's 3 million . 
pound award as “a significant boost to 
our chances of hosting the finals in this 
•country”. . 


He said: *Tbe Government 3 fuHy£ 
committed to bringing toe 200$ Worid 
Cup to England. Tbe redevelopment of 
Wembley Stadium which is being 
backed with a further £120 million of 
National Lottery funds, alongside side 
some of the finest aU-scater dubstadia 
in the world, would give us a clear 
headstart. . . : V-: \ 

T will be accotnpai^i^ to^FA bri a 
number of visits to meet with FIFA 
representatives. I {dan to emphaaise- 
the Government’s commitment to our 
national game. 

“Euro 96 an excellent example of 
this country's ability to host not just a 
major sporting occasion but to wet 
come people from all over the world to 
enjoy our rich and varied culture and 
to do all this without any serious hooli- 
ganism. - 

“Football in this coantty is on a real 
high. Our major teams 'are attracting 
some of the greatest players from 
around the .world to play • jto; our 
' Premier League. I hope that the quali- 
ty of the game in this country will also 
excite FIFA repr e sen tatives.” 


Deluxe Fully Furnished Apartment with TV, satellite, 
telephone, central heating and garage In a quiet and 
nice location in AL RAB1AH. (3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms' 
and wide salon/dtning/sJtting rooms, abt 200 sq.m.) 

Tel : 5514189 


WAN till, l.MQl I 1*1 OI*l I I OK \ i MOM IOI 


:: Al-Amal Center for comprehensive 

CANCER CARE is looking for public relations ' 
officers to cany out dories including die following; 
international relations, volunteer co-ordination, pariexrt . 
relations, fund-raising, organizing ceremonies and special 
events, and public awareness. 

Applicants must have: .a university, degree in the humanities, 
excellent spoken and written Engli sh excellent spoken and 
written Arabic, ability to use computers, personal com- 
munication dolls, (a big ami el X organizational skills, and 
attention to detail. Past experience preferable. 

Kindly send your CV, and a cover letter in English and 
Arabic explaining why you would be fee best choice, to fax 
number 83 5 86 8. Deadline for application is Nov. 1, 1997. 


BUILDING FOR RENT 



Consists of three floors. 
Each 240 sq.m, office area plus 
seven stores of different sizes. 
Location: .Sweifiyeh, parallel to 
main street of 6th & 7th Circles. 

Please call: 832296 after 9 p.m. 


SPOUTS IN HU II 1 


Hingis, Henman to defend titles 

SYDNEY (AFP) — Worid No. 1 Martina Hingis will 
defend her title at the Sydney International tournament, 
in January along with men’s champion Tim Heninam 
Hingis Will defend her tide against Monica Seles, 
Jennifer Capriati, Arantxa Sanchez Vicario arid Venus 
Williams. Australia’s worid No. 3 ftt* Rafter will head 
the men’s draw with British star Henman, last year’s run- 
ner-up Carlos Moya of Spain' and former worid dumber 
one Jim . Courier:. The tournament, a prelude to toe 
Australian Open, is at the. WhUe Gfy. complex froth 
January 11. . . . ' : 

Gazza price too much for Palace 

LONDON (AFP) — Crystal Palace boss Steve Coppdl 
admitted Wednesday that the south London dub rijkay be 
priced out of the race to sign Rangers’ star Paul 
Gascoigne. Coppell confirmed be had made m ehqtnry 
about the E ngland midfielder who is rated at £4 miIliofi 
($6.5 million), but feds money could scupp^'^ty deaL 
“We have shown an interest ui Paul Gasboi£te,* siiifl 
Coppell. Tour to five weeks ago we made an enquiry 
just to see. “From thereon there was a snowball of media 
Interest and speculation and now other clubs are beading 
the queue. “Obviously given the finances involved, I 
don’t think it will go any further.” Coppell made similar 
comments about Attilio Lombardo before be later joined 
for £1.6 millioo from Juventus and he add"* ^But you 
never say never in football Aston Villa and Tott enham 
are also jostling for the former Lazio star’s signature, 
should he decide to quit Scottish chariqrioiis Rangers. 


FOR SALE OR RENT 


A luxurious commercial Buikfeig locatto rttar 
the Ministry of Rnanca and Tto CtolralBtok 
erf Jordan with a view ovwtookkig^citacW. 
Total area 1000 square metere wMh Ofloore. 
A* services avslabts. 


CINEMA ' 

' PHILADELPHIA "1 



rivals told 
to behave 


LQNDQN (AFP) 
Midtiriel Schumacher and 
Jacques VOfetteuve have 
been warned to cut out the 
rough sniff at* Sunday's 
■worid' chtonpiofiship- 
deCktmg Eiiiopean Grand 

PrikinStoiri. 

■ ;;*Aiy hint of foul play 
•jwjf. bfe- ^sevttely. dealt 
WMC Fbfrimhr Drie supre- 
hKTBeniie - Ecclestone told 
, ’tifc frewspajrer. ‘ 
:^the r gufity patty can 
expect to be a spectator in 
fist feW rbunds in 
1998. We fciff also hit tiiem 
where it realty hints — in 
. feeijrwallets — if they step 
but 1 of line,” added tile 
Form ala One Constructors 
Association president. 

(j .. tWutte world champion 
Miiffiftfhrr wiH hand 
FfelSan fbeirffrstworid title 
for 18 y tare if he stays 
ahead of Vffieneuve on 
Sunday. 

r “Aegdeiits do occur 
foe beat of foe moment. 


m 


especially when there is so 
iritth * j«i toe.-:-, But we 
detift Wrinr tfle in to do any- 
thing sfiiy.” Ecclestone 
:-stfRL... 

“But past championships 
have been decided by one 
driver taking another off 
and it must not happen 
again,” be waned. 

;■ fietafoman Alarn Frost 
riaatidtod toe title in 1984 
after shunting 1 Brazilian 
Ayitoa'Senfia off at the 
Japanese Grand Prix . 


following year at the 
sxmeShzukacircuit Senna 


took foe 
ramming 


crown bade by 
the Frenchman 


points 

Williai 


off at the first corner. 

It is also widely felt that 
Schumacher bundled 
B ritain’s Daihon Hill out of 
the 1994'finale In Australia 
to win his first worid ctown 
by a single point 
Schumacher leads this 
season’s table by a point 
after VQleneuve had two 
ded uc ted when the 
Uliana Renault ace 
failed to slow for a yellow 
Bag in practice in Japan. 

He was originally banned 
from the Japanese Grand 
Prix bat ’raced after his 
team lodged an appeal. 
However, his fifth place 
was. erased -when the appeal 
was dropped following 
til r e als of a ban from 
Sunday’s Jerez race. 

No ode has ever won an 
appeal against the -FEA/ 
motor racing's governing 
body, arid some have even 
had their sentences 
increased. 

Ecclestone said: “I’m not 
bothered who wins foe foie 
briatore ; r whoever clinches 
the . crown will have 
d^tVediL V.>"; ' 

mid Michael 
have been co mp e titi ve all 
season and done a tremen- 
dous' job making this a fan- 
tastic championship. 

“Both have been unlucky. 
Jacques was penalised for 
not slowing down in 
“SUzuka whiJe Michael got 
'a 10 second penalty for 
failing to obey a yellow 
flag m Austria. . - - 

'Tie Was then taken out 
by bis own brother Ralf in 
foe foilowiifg race. 

."Things couldn’t': have 
worked out better because I 
really feared Jacques was 
jfttoytfoWalk it and "have 
^vetytitirig sewri up by 
■Mbftea, Which would have 
left foto fairly meaningless 


“Use perfect scenario. 
noW. » to. have them both 
onfeef^iowDifriK grid 
^and^fe&thchnbattling afl 
tito.'5w#: to ■ the chequered 


X 
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ESCAPE 
FROM L.A. 

Shows: 12:30,3:30,6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 



SnemXV.. 

PHILADELPHIA 





Schalke’s Thomas Ltnke ami Andtrfecfet’a Jam es Debfoah (L) fight for the ball 
watched by Ingo Anderbruegge (R> during thtSr UEFA cop second round, first leg 
match in Geharidrchen (Renters photo) 

Lyon and Strasbourg score 
huge upsets In UEFA Cup 


PARIS (AFP) — Unheralded French clubs 
Lyon and Strasbourg upset two of their 
biggest names in world football Tuesday 
night in UEFA Cup second-round, first-leg 
matches. ■' 

Lyon scored a stunning 2-1 win aWay to 
Italian giants Inter Milan while Strasbourg 
trounced four-time European champions 
Liverpool 3-0 at home. 

The expensively-assembled Inter team, 
including Br azili an star Ronaldo, were 
embarassed by a Lyon team that have never, 
even won the French championship. 

Inter, UEFA Cup winners twice in the last 
six years, fell behind to a Bernard Giuly 
goal after 22 minutes, equalised through 
Manrizio Ganz in foe 69th but then conced- 
ed an 80th-minute penalty that was coolly 
converted by Alain Cavegiia. 

It was foe first defeat this season for Inter, 
UEFA Cup finalists last year. 

“We didn’-t make a great start, perhaps foe 
players were tired,” said philosophical 
coach Gigi Simone. *Tve got nothing to 
reproach foe players about” 

Strasbourg, watched by a crowd of just 
18,000 and without a major honour for 18 
years until they won the French League 
Cup last season, got a fine goal in each hair 
from livewire striker David Zitelli and also, 
scored through a clever shot from young 
Dane Denni Conte as they humbled 
LivexpqoL 

Zitelli not only scored in foe 21st and 64th 
minutes as he ripped the Liverpool defence 
to shreds: he also hit foe woodwork. Conte 
netted in the 69th. 

Strasbourg, wallowing in foe bottom half 
of foe French League, are looking for a dou- 
ble over British opposition after beating 
Glasgow Rangers in both legs of the first 
round. 

Auxerrc were a third French club to tri- 
umph, scoring a come-from-behind 3-1 win 
at home to the Greeks of OFI Crete. 
Antoine Sibierski and Stephane Guivarc’b 
(2) 'were foe Auxerrc marksmen- — the sec- 
ond of Guivarc’h’s goals coming from, ri 
final minute tap-in. OFI had two men sent 
off in the second half, including goalkeeper 
Chaniotakis for bringing down Bernard 
Diomede. 

The two other French combatants aiming 
for places in the last 16 went down. 

German international Thomas Hasster . 
scored with two superb fiee-ktlcks as 
German club FC Karlsruhe recorded an : 
impressive 2-0 win away to Metz. 

Metz, second in the French League, were - 
no match for Karlsruhe, for whom Hassler 


scored with a pair of long-range free-kicks 
in tire 13fo and 38th nunutes. 

Steaua Bucharest of Romania won 1-0 
wib at home to Bastia by virtue of a 66th- 
nfomte headrir from Lavi Hrib, who was left 
unmarked in front of goal. The goal came 
just two minutes after Bastia had Polish 
-international Piotr Swierczewski sent off. 

Defending champions Schalke 04 had to 
settle for a 1-0 win at home to Belgian side 
Anderiecht, who face a possible European 
ban for bribery a decade ago. 

FC Brugge of Belgium completely domi- 
nated foe second half of their home match 
* ; against another German side in VfL 
Bocl&jSn, but had to settle for a 1-0 victory. 

Striker Gert Claessens had a 75fo-minute 
header disallowed for pushing but Nordin 
' Jbari grabbed a goal less than five minutes 
later, flicking home a header after a fine 
cross from Senegalese international 
Khalllou Eadiga. 

' Jbari celebrated with a double somersault. 

Liverpool’s compatriots Aston Villa did 
far better than their Premiership rivals, 
defending impressively for a 0-0 draw away 
toAthletic Bilbao In Spain’s Basque region. 

Sporting Braga of Portugal virtually 
. sealed their spot in tire third round with a 
thumping 4-0 triumph at home to Dynamo 
Tbilisi of Georgia thanks to goals from 
Brazilian Rodrigao, Cape Verde Islander 
Toni, Croatiffli Mladen Karoglan and 
Bruno. 

Almost as impressive were tire Spaniards 
of Atietico Madrid, who got a hta-trick from 
Italian striker Christian Vieri as they 
. downed Greek club PAOK Salonika 5-2. 
Vieri also scored a hat-trick in foe Spanish 
League at the weekend and is averaging 
over a goal a game since his move from 
juvenois. 

Spartak Moscow got second-half goals 
from Andrei Tikhonov and Yegor Titov in a 
2-0 win at home to Real Valladolid of 
Spam, while the Italians of Lazio had to set- 
.de for a. 0-0 draw against Spartak’s compa- 
triots from Rotor Volgograd. 

Both sides had clearcut chances but Lazio 
missed far more than Rotor and allowed foe 
the skilful Russians to stay in contention for 
the return leg in Rome’s Olympic stadium. 

The Danes from Aarhus drew 1-1 with 
HoHand’s FC Twente Enschede, while four- 
finte European Cup Winners Ajax 
Amsterdam scrambled to a 1-0 win at home 
to Italians Udinese with Portuguese forward 
Dam, formerly with West Ham, their only 
scorer in tire 28th minute with a header after 
. a fine cross from Finnish star Jari Litmanen. 



Finnish AJy striker Jari *s he duds with Italian 

ritefcadtf Alttaaiforo.C ili i H; fe m Ifrrt leg, second round UEFA Cup 
match m Amsterd«xn. Ajax Won fire tosfofol-ftTifctiters photo) 
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CLUELESS 

Shows: 12 : 30 , 3 'JO, 6 : 15 .- 

: 8:30,1030 



Tommy Lee Jones & 
Will Smiths in 


MEN IN BL ACK . 

Skiw si 12^0, 3^ ir 

■X; 


Geend'Davufi 


. SamueF Jackson. ..iit ^ 

THE LUNG fOSS 

eoobtoGHT 


TEL: 079 33430 \^ 
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CONAIR 

6:00 8:30; 10:45 
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'VKifeh out for the new play 

THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

^^Stttrring Hisham Yanes 
r tmd Anal Dabbas 
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The Norweigan yacht Kvaemer Innovation II arrives to claim third place In the 
first leg of the Whitbread 60 Round the World Race, October 22. The team com- 
pleted the 7550 mile leg from Southhampton to Cape Town in 31 days (Reuters 
photo) 


^ Sampras struggles to oust Gustafsson 
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STUTTGART (AFP) — Championships was good 
World No. 1 Pete Sampras preparation as he ousted 
shook off three weeks of compatriot Marc Goellner 
inactivity;: . struggling 6-2, 6-4 in the first round. . .. 
thjttughreo dragged 6*i:64,-. . 2 Becker : ifcust now .iai^e.. 
second-round - victory' overj-^ihi&^ame>^&4ie plays jLfkh. 
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Swede Magnus. Gustafsson 
here on Tuesday night at- 
the $2.3 million Eurocard 
Open. 

Sampras, who last com- 
peted in September when 
he won the Grand Slam 
Cup in Munich, missed the 
ensuing Swiss Open in 
Basle, with a minor injury 
and took the nexr two 
weeks off as scheduled at 
home in Florida- 

Last year's losing 
Stuttgart finalist to Boris 
Becker opened his week 
indoors with an early break 
of the 30-year-old Gustafs- 
son, who claimed the tenth 
title of his-career a fortnight 
ago - in the Singapore Indoor 
Open. 

The 26-year-old Sampras 
finally clinched the set on 
his third set point, and 
broke again early in the 
second to finally ensure the 
victory. 

Three other seeds fell to 
opening defeats in the sec- 
ond round; Swede Magnus 
Larsson put out Spain's No. 
10 seed Alex Corretja 6-2, 
1-6 (7/5) r \vhile veteran 
Dutchman Paul Haarhuis 
eliminated Austria's 1 1995 
winner, Tbomas Muster, the 
1 2th seed, 6-2, 6-7 (3/7). <£' 

German David PrinosiL a 
qualifier, . turned Spain’s . 
day. into a nightmare as he 
surprised the" No. 14 seed 
Fefix-'MantiUa 7-5, : 6-4 to 
reach the third round to ' 

play*, the winner' between 
third seed Patrick Rafter of 
Australia : and Swede 

Thomas Gnqvisr. 

Defending champion 
Becker showed that a week 
in. Asia at the Hong Kong 


APPLE 

POWERBOOK FOR 

SALE 

PowerBook 1400cs 32 
RAM/750HD. 

177MHz -laptop 
computer. . 

11.4 inch colour 
screen. 

Internal floppy & 
CD-ROM. . 

28.8 PC Card Modem. 
300 MB's of software. 
AM manuals and 
documentation. 

6 months old. 

Price; JD1 .800. 

Cafl Esam at 656513/1 or 
e-mail EsamM@ao1.com 


■ seed: and former champion. 
Krajicek. Despite having 
played only two ATP Tour 
matches since last summer 
( Stung an outdoors mid this 
week) Becker is still ranked 
23rd in the world 

The German knows that 
at his current pace, it is 1 
likely only a matter of time 
before rising German talent 
Nicolas Kiefer surpasses 
him. 

“It's actually ridiculous 
that .1 am still ranked so 
high, it doesn't speak well 
for the ranking system,” he 



CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY 

Invitation for Submission of Offers 

* ' ■„ ■ . r _ • * 

Civil Avialion Authority/Committee for the investments of 
public places at civil airports invites bidders to submit 
' their**fers for the investments of (Outdoors Commercial 
- Signs) on the road leading from the- entrance of Opeerr 
r Alia International Airport Under the following conditions:. 

1 . : Bidders should submit a bank guarantee, or a 
certified cheque from a. prime, bank in Jordan 
equivalent to 10 per cent of the offer, 'valid for three 
months. . 1 

: ■ 2 . Bidders should submit two separate -offers 
. ' ■ (Technical and finawlal) in a sealed envejop with full 
. address of bidder. 

J 3 Only! companies whom they are officially registered 
in the 'field directly related to the subject of the 
tender are invited to submit their offers to the Civil 
Aviation Authority of Jordan accompanied with 
official registration. 'V- . L< , , , : ' 

4 Bidders are welcomed to visit the site which is along 
the *oad from the entrance bridge to.the main road. 
They are also welcomed to call the secretary oi the 
investments committee for an*y information 

' regarding this tender on Tef. 892282/ext. 612. ‘ 

5 Bidders should submit their detaffed offer no longer 
■ ’ than the 30th of November 1997 at 2 ■p.m. to the 

secretary of the investments committee at Civil 

Aviation Authority/Amman. . " •.. .*. 

6 The duration of the contract shall not exceed 5 
years commencing on the date of installing the first 
sign and not later than 30 days from the date of 

signing the contract. 1 

7 The second party undertakes to pay an annual 
payment (investment) to the first party. 

3 The second party undertakes to install the 
advertisement signs as agreed upon in accordance 
with the designs & models presented to CAA and 
approved on them in writings. 

CapL Jaser Zayyad 
Director General CAA 


Princess Hay a heads 130 competitors 
in Friday’s endurance race 


; ;j; ? ' x ’> By Omar Karmi 

Special to ihe Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — About 130 horses and riders 1 will 
begin a gruelingday here Friday, when the annu- 
al endurance race sets off from the-RoyaLRacing 
Club in Tuneib. 

. The one-day event starts at seven o’clock in the. 
morning and is estimated to last until one. 

Taking part' in the competition will be HRH 
■Princess Haya. HRH Princess Alia has five hors- 
es entered m the competition, and HRH Princess 
Zein has four. There are two horses from the 
UAE (both owned by Sheikh Mohammad AJ 
Maktoum), but the rest are from Jordan. They 
will all compete for the prize- win rung top-twen- 
ty places. First and second prizes ^re both cars, 
and the- next 18 placed, entries will receive from 
JD20.000 to JD3.000. . 

The race is run over an approximate. 9pkilome- 


*4res, with four circuits of slightly over 20km. 
Each circuit follows the same route across the 
desert (which is marked by red flags), and begins 
and ends at the Racing Club. 

Between each circuit is a twenty minute break, 
where 12 doctors are on hand to .check each 
horse’s pulse, heart and legs. If the horse is 
deemed unfit to continue it will be withdrawn 
from the race. 

Safety standards were introduced last year, 
because endurance races such as these can be 
notoriously harmful to the horses; In addition to 
doctors at the Racing Club, four horse -trailers 
will follow the riders around in case of emergen- 
cies.' TeD water tankers for 5 refreshments are sta- 
tioned en-route. 

There are also twelve officials strategically 
placed, whose duty, it is- to alert the two heli- 
. copter? circling the race of any accidents. Apart 
from the four horse-trailers, and the cars carrying 


the judges, no other vehicles are allowed on the 
course. 

The health of the horse is also taken into con- 
sideration when deciding on the winner it is not 
enough to finish first! 30 minutes after crossing 
the finishing line, doctors will take the pulse of 
the horse (this should be as close to 64 heartbeats 
per minute). The horse which combines the best 
time with optimum heart condition wins overall. 

Organisers pronounce themselves content with 
the safety measures, and add that the cool weath- 
er will further lower the possibilities ol* any 
mishaps. 

Speaking on behalf of the Royal Jordanian 
Equestrian Federation (RJEF) Captain Ghaleb 
Hiyari wished all competitors the best of Juck. 
and expressed his graptude to the Emirates Air- 
lines of the UAE for sponsoring the event. 


High-priced talent 
plays worthless game 


added. 

Becker, who is heading 
the Mercedes-funded junior 
. team .with.Kiefer as^ msnfc . 
.. bee jjf. the squad,! has, high 
uiJaapes :fonitas.ipup&c 34th qfl- 
.'the world' and Tommy 
Haas, loser in the Lyon 
final last Sunday and a first 
round loser here to Tim 
Henman. 

“I have watched them all 
year. It’s good that two 
young players are improv- 
ing, it is a boost for German 
tennis. It doesn't matter 
where they come from as 
long as they're good. There 
are different ways to get to 
the top. Things are happen- 
ing in German tennis aqd 
I'm happy about it," he 
said. 


CLEVELAND (AFP) — 
Two high-priced- Major 
League Baseball rosters - 
produced a World Series 
game that nofeven a Little 
League . manager would 
give two cents for. 

Florida outlasted Cleve- 
land 14-11 here Tuesday, 
using three Indians errors 
to spark a seven-run ninth 
inning for a victory . that . 
gave the Marlins a 2-1 lead 
in the best-of-seven final. 

Their combined lineups, 
being paid more than $100 
million this season, 'pro- 
duced a total of six'enofs, 
17 walks' and six unearned 
.runs while, stranding 18 
base runners. 

‘T don’t think either team 
has to apologize to; any- 
body for being in the World 
Series,” Cleveland manag- 
er Mike Hargrove said. 
“We beat some very good 
teams to get here.” 

All the ‘ Indians did in 
| gartttMhree-was beat tfwfnJ-" 1 
' selves 1 .-' ‘Now’ -they dm ire M 
! recover qiiiddy 'kstf ■ by-' 
.Thursday night theji could 
be World Series losers 1 -for 
the second time in three 
years. 

“This is the World Series. 
You don’t have any trouble 
getting up for the next 
game,” Cleveland’s Matt 
Williams said. “You cannot 
- gel embarrassed. 

“It’s only, one game. You 
don’t want .to lose^ but if 1 
you get mad or ewbar-. 
rassed, you take -yourself. 
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For reservations, 
call 636511 ext 6532 




50% discount lor children 
below 12 years old 


out of.ypur game.. We have 
to do what got us here, 
which is go out and have 
fun.” ‘ 

A sellout crowd of 44,880 
showed up hoping to see 
the Indians take the lead in 
a World Series for the first 
time since 1948, the last 
time they won the title. 1 

Instead, spectators suf- 
fered in sub-freezing cold 
for four hours and 12 min- 
utes and most of them left 
during Florida’s deceisive 
seven-run outburst in the 
final inning* The Indians 
had no such relief avail- 
able. ,. 

“It seemed like it went on 
forever,” Cleveland’s Bip 
Roberts said. 

The Indians refiised t6 
blame cold weather for 
their errors. 

“You've got to pitch in it. 
You’ve got to run in it. You 
can't make -excu&s,” 
Cleveland’s- Marauis* Cris- 
is 
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Florida Marlins Bobby Bonilla slides safely into third base as the ball gets by Cleve- 
land Indians third baseman Matt Williams during 9th mning action in game three of 
the World Series. Bonilla advanced from first to third on a double by Darren Daulton. 
Umpire Ken Kaiser awarded -Bonilla home on the play, breaking a 7-7 tie (Reuters 
photo) .. 

four runs the ■ Indians veteran Orel Hershiser on strong efforts for a substan- 

(TteHjp tejs . mite ■ . fig! g^. r .p^i nqin gj . - v 




I don't attribute the poor 
play to the weather. There’s 
no excuse for the ‘fact - : we" 
played poorly,” Hargrove 
said. “One thing- we have * 
done in post-season is keep 
ourselves in the game. We 
didn't do that tonight.’* * 
Recovering from squan- 
dering an even game will 
not be a problem. Cleve- 
' land reliever Mike Jackson 
said, using. as evidence- the 


he said “We have to go out 
tomorrow and regroup.” 

Iri three innings, six 
Cleveland relief pitchers 
allowed 11 runs on 10 hits. 
The result left the Indians 
bullpen of reserve hurlers 
in shambles. 

That will put even more 
pressure on Cleveland’s 
game four and game five 
starters, rookie Jaret .Wright 
on Wednesday followed by 


1994 Mitsubishi Pajero seven seater, 
all options, excellent condition. 
$12,000 (duty unpaid) 

Call Mr. Ant Green ham 811194 (w) 
or 818540 (h) 


Buffets in 
One. A One 
of a Kind 
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B VACANCY 

Tl^E.lJ.S . EMBASSY in Apiman has a vacancy 
for- ^.■■■press Specialist to Advise the Public 
Affairs and Press Officers in planning, pro- 
gramming and administering public diplomacy 
media program and press events. Applicants 
must have a university degree preferably in lib- 
era/ arts, journalism, political science, econom- 
ics, international relations or related fields. 
Specialised training in press and publications, 
radio & TV preferred; 5-7 years experience in 
communication media as a journalist, broad- 
caster^ advertising executive, public affairs offi- 
cer, or combination of similar experience; flu- 
ency in spoken and written English and Arabic; 
ability to develop and maintain high level con- 
tacts in. media and government circles; and 
good computer skills. 

Only qualified applicants who meet all of the 
above should submit an. application (available 
at Embassy gate) to the Personnel officer prior 
to October 30, 1997. 






i 2 News 


Netanyahu’s taunting remarks in 


unguarded moment stir new furore 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu is supposedly a 
master of the media. 

But he didn’t see the open 
Israel radio microphone 
when he whispered to a lead- 
ing rabbi Tuesday that Israeli 
doves have “forgotten what it 
means to be Jewish-” And 
how could they seriously 
think they could rely on the 
Arabs for security? 

His jeering remarks were 
broadcast at the top of the 
evening news, triggering an 
outcry from opposition lead- 
ers. 

Having just survived a 
messy spy scandal that raised 
questions about his judge- 
ment and ability to govern, 
Mr. Netanyahu found himself 
once again on the defensive. 

Opposition leader Ehud 
Barak said Mr. Netanyahu’s 
latest bungle made it increas- 
ingly clear he was unfit to be 
prime minister. 

“More and mote people 
among Netanyahu's support- 
ers are saying the job is two 
or three sizes too big for 
him.” Labour leader Barak 
said. 

Mr. Netanyahu fought back 
Wednesday, saying his words 
were taken out of context and 


that he was the victim, not the 


opposition. 

‘The incitement against the 
government and the prime 
minister continues incessant- 
ly and without restraint," Mr. 
Netanyahu said on Israel 
radio. 

Ml Netanyahu has long 
complained that Israeli media 
are biased against him. When 
under pressure, he has lashed 
out at journalists, claiming 
they are attacking him unfair- 
ly- 

On Wednesday morning, 
Mr. Netanyahu had himself 
photographed amid dozens of 
backers outside his official 
residence in what appeared to 
be a carefully choreographed 
show of support. 

The crowd cheered and 
chanted “Bibi. hooray” as the 
prime minister walked from 
his home to his car accompa- 
nied by his wife, Sarah. “We 
are proud of Bibi,” read a 
sticker one elderly man had 
plastered onto his fedora. 

On the way to die car, Mr. 
Netanyahu found time to 
admonish an Israel TV 
reporter, telling hen “You are 
not reporting facts. You are 
running co mme ntary.” 

Mr. Netanyahu’s relation- 
ship with journalists was not 


always so antagonistic. 
Telegenic and a master of the 
10-second sound bite, much 
of his eight-year climb from 
legislator to prime minister 
has been attributed to his skill 
in controlling the media. 

But Mr. Netanyahu slipped 
Tuesday when he paid 
homage to Rabbi Yitzhak 
Kadouri, the spiritual leader 
of Sephardic Jews whose 
blessing during the May 1996 
election campaign was cru- 
cial for Mr. Netanyahu’s 
razor-thin victory over for- 
mer Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres. 

Whispering to Rabbi 
Kadouri while the Israeli 
radio microphone was open, 
Mr. Netanyahu belittled the 
opposition that has accused 
him of destroying his prede- 
cessor’s achievements in 
Mideast peace making . 

“The leftists have forgotten 
what it means to be Jewish,” 
Mr. Netanyahu told the rabbi. 
“The leftists think that if we 
place our security, in the 
hands of Arabs, die Arabs 
will look after us. We'll give 
them part of the land and they 
will look after us. Who has 
ever heard anything like it?” 

Opposition leaders were 
outraged, saying Ml 


Netanyahu was once again 
inciting against the support- 
ers of peace, as he did before 
the November 1995 assassi- 
nation of Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin by an ultrana- 
tionalist Jew. 

Even chief Rabbi MeirLau. 
usually a supporter of Ml 
Netanyahu, said Wednesday 
the prime minister must apol- 
ogise for his remarks. 

The latest furore came less 
than a mouth after Mr. 
Netanyahu was embroiled in 
scandal for ordering the 
assassination of a Hamas 
leader in Jordan. The attack 
failed, and Jordan, the coun- 
try that has shown the 
warmest relations towards 
Israel in the Arab World, 
came close to cutting ties. 

The operation earned Mr. 
Netanyahu the moniker 
"Israel's serial bungler" on 
the cover of the Economist 
magazine, and at home more 
questions were raised about 
his ability to govern. 

Wrote commentator 
Gideon Samei in the Haaretz 
newspaper Wednesday: “In 
other countries, as the oppo- 
sition here is fond of saying, a 
government with so many 
mistakes to its credit would 
have been toppled long ago.” 


Iranian leader warns women Hitch leaves 
against copying Western culture unable to 


TEHRAN (AFP) — 
Supreme leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei warned 
Iranian women on 
Wednesday against embrac- 
ing Western fe minis t ideas, 
saying it could promote sex- 
ual promiscuity in the 
Islamic Republic. 

“A blind imitation of 
Western women is nox- 
ious,” Ayatollah Khamenei 
told tens of thousands of 
women gathered at a stadi- 
um here to celebrate 
Women’s week in Iran. 
The feminist movement in 
the West has only brought 
sexual promiscuity.” 

Mr. Khamenei said he was 
unhappy with a trend of 
copying Western fe minis t 
trends in Iran and called on 
officials to keep watch to 
ensure activists conformed 
to ‘Islamic models of equal- 
ity of sexes.” 

The ayatollah neverthe- 
less demanded a “greater 
participation of women in 


social and political affairs,” 
while urging traditional 
families to allow their 
daughters to seek higher 
education. 

After the 1979 Islamic 
revolution, the clergy 
pressed for a more tradition- 
al role for the female popu- 
lation in the interest of 
stronger family and forced 
women to appear in public 
in the all-encompassing 
Islamic covering. 

, The feminist movement in 
Iran, after lyingHomiant for 
more than a decade, has 
experienced a resurgence, 
with many devout Muslims 
drawing on more progres- 
sive teachings of Islam to 
promote women’s status. 

Their agenda, which often 
resembles feminist con- 
cerns in Western countries, 
has irked conservatives, 
who fear the new ideas 
could undermine traditional 
Islamic values. Women, 
wary of an intrusive estab- 


lishment and hoping for 
greater freedom, played an 
instrumental role in the 
landslide election in May of 
President Mohammad 
Khatami, who has called for 
gender equality. 

Besides Mr. Kha tami , 
many other members of the 
clergy have called for a 
higher status for women 
within Islamic confines. 

Such developments have 
led to a greater participation 
of women in politics, and 
the' election of 13 female 
deputies and the appoint- 
ment of a woman vice pres- 
ident. 

But women are still barred 
from becoming a judge or 
president, and socially they 
face more restrictions than 


waive death 
penalty against 
British nurse 


men. 

Since the revolution, Iran 
has marked Women’s week 
on the birth anniversary of 
Fatima, the daughter of 
Prophet Mohammad, which 
falls on Thursday. 


Article 19 says government 
muzzling Jordanian media 


LONDON (J.T.) — - The 
London-based Article 19 
organisation which 

defends press freedom said 
ia a report released 
Wednesday that the gov- 
ernment is muzzling the 
'media by suspending pub- 
lications and arresting and 
detaining journalists. 

It noted that Jordan 
enjoys a “reputation, espe- 
cially in the West, as one 
of the most progressive of 
Arab states, notably in 
terms of government 
accountability and respect 
for human rights,” Agence 
France Presse reported, j 

But press freedoms there 
are being constantly erod- 
ed, Article 19 said. 

Article 1 9 accused 


Jordan of suspending 13 
weekly publications, and 
said a 14th had been 
forced to close. The week- 
lies were the only papers 
which were truly 
independent, it said. The 
state controls most other 
publications or has a large 
stake in major dailies, it 
said. 

It said at least 1 2 journal- 
ists had been detained and 
questioned for protesting 
against government cen- 
sorship. Some were physi- 
cally abused by police 
although the government 
claimed it was the journal- 
ists who attacked police, 
the organisation said. 

Article 19 said several 
journalists were arrested 


and detained for months 
last year on the pretext that 
they had carried out sub- 
versive activities. 

The organisation called 
on the Jordanian govern- 
ment to cancel new legis- 
lation introduced in May 
this year which gives it the 
power to severely restrict 
press freedoms. 

This press code gives the 
state powers to fine or sus- 
pend newspapers which 
ignore the new rules. It 
also requires weeklies to 
have a minim um capital of 
$450,000, compared with 
$22,500 previously. Daily 
newspapers have to have a 
capital of $900, OCX) com- 
pared with $75,000. 


RIYADH (API — A techni- 
cal hitch left the brother of a 
murdered Australian nurse 
unable to formally waive his 
right Wednesday to demand 
the death penalty against the 
British nurse convicted of 
killing his sister, attorneys 
said. 

Frank Gilford, who lives in 
the Australian city of 
Adelaide, agreed last week to 
waive his right ro call for the 
death penalty against 
Deborah Pany under a $1.2 
million settlement 

Mr. Gilford's lawyers said 
that just before entering a 
courthouse in the eastern 
Saudi city of Dhahran 
Wednesday, they were told 
by the nurses’ lawyers that 
they had not yet received die 
authorisation to proceed. 

Tbe nurses’ Auscalian 
lawyers, who had negotiated 
die settlement with Ml 
G ilford's lawyers in 
Adelaide, had not received 
the necessary go-ahead from 
their Saudi counterparts. 

T am disappointed that we 
were unable to deliver the 
waiver today,” said Ghassan 
Awaji a lawyer with the 
international law firm, which 
represents Ml Gilford. 

“We hope that the nurses’ 
lawyers in Saudi Arabia and 
Australia will coordinate 
with one another so that we 
can submit the waiver with- 
out further delay,” Ml Awaji 
said in a statement 

The nurses’ Saudi lawyer, 
Salah Heijelan. could not be 
reached for comment 
Wednesday. ■ 

Under Saudi Arabia's strict 
Islamic law. families of mur- 
der victims can request the 
death sentence or ask that the 
sentence be commuted, usu- 
ally in exchange for money. 


Anti-riot police prevent students from 
marching in demand of student union 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — - Police 
Wednesday prevented 
University of Jordan students 
from marching from campus 
to the Ministry of Interior 
Circle to demand the estab- 
lishment of a general union 
of Jordan students. 

Anti-riot police, aimed 
with clubs and gas canisters, 
formed a human chain to pre- 
vent the students from leav- 


ing campus. 

University security pre- 
vented reporters and camera 
crews from entering the cam- 
pus to cover the event and a 


scuffle, which ended peace- 
fully, started when two of the 
university security personnel 
tried to push journalists 
away. 

'Hie organisers of the 
protest abandoned the march 
after one hour and the stu- 
dents dispersed peacefully. 

The president of the uni- 
versity students’ council 
Mahmoud Daqour, told the 
Jordan Times that in addition 
to demanding the establish- 
ment of a general union for 
students, the protest was 
aimed at pressing the govern- 
ment to “release political 
detainees from jails and lift- 
ing the ceiling of freedom of 


expression in Jordan.” 

The government denies 
that there are any political 
prisoners in Jordan. 

Minister of Interior Nathir 
Rashid was quoted in an 
interview with the Arabic 
daily AI Dustour on 
Wednesday as saying that 
“according to my knowledge 
there are no political prison- 
ers or [anyone that is] impris- 
oned for security reasons. We 
are a state of institutions that 
have authority.” 

Mr. Daqour said “the con- 
stitution gives us the right to 
express our opinions in a 
peaceful way. and we were 
just trying to hold this pro- 


cession in a peaceful manner 
but were prevented.” 

The government has draft- 
ed a law establishing the 
union in 1991. but has so far 
failed to submit it to 
Parliament for approval. 

Mr. Daqour said the uni- 
versity council asked for per- 
mission to hold the march 
from Amman ’s Governor 
Tala’at Nawayseh but was 
denied h. Ml Nawayseh was 
not immediately available for 
comment. 

All of the students’ coun- 
cils in public universities are 
controlled by Islamist stu- 
dents. 
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RELOCATING THE HISTORIC: Readers take advantage of the last few days of the 
British Library's round reading room. Wednesday. The round reading room opened in 
May 1857 and over the past 140 years has catered for a celebrated list of authors and 
academics, including Karl Marx, Vladimir Lenin. George Bernard Shaw and Thomas 
Hardy. On Saturday October 25 the reading room closes its doors for the last time and 
will relocate to SL Pancras, London (Reuters photo) 


Papon trial clouded by 
’61 Algerian massacre 


Algerian groups say French police killed 
many protestors, threw them in River Seine 


PARIS (AFP)' — Archives 
detailing the killings of 
dozens of Algerians in an 
alleged 1961 massacre dur- 
ing clashes with police gave 
a new twist to the trial of 
alleged war criminal 
Maurice Papon Wednesday. 

A French newspaper pub- 
lished documents showing 
what it said were at least 70 
deaths of Algerians in the 
Paris clashes during indepen- 
dence demonstrations, when 
Papon was police chief in the 
French capital. 

Algerian groups claim 
police under his control 
killed many protesters and. 
threw them into foe River 
Seine. Officials put foe death 
toll at only three, but 
Algerians and some histori- 
ans say more than 200 may 
have been killed. 

The daily liberation pub- 
lished photocopies of archive 
documents showing lists of 
names of Algerians bearing 
the stamp “dead.” mostly 
with the explanation “mur- 
dered.” 

“Some eyeii included a 
written note 'fished out’; ... 
After a non-exhaustive 
search,, we already counted 


70,” it quoted the researcher 
who was granted access .to 
the archives as saying. 

. Papon. 87, revived the row 
about the Algerian killings in 
. coun on Tuesday, attacking 
“this denunciation 25 years 
after foe fact... for crimes 
which I am accused of with- 
out any other form of trial.” 
Officially Papon is on trial 
over his role in deporting 
more than 1,500 Jews from 
Bordeaux when be was in 
charge of “Jewish affairs” in 
Bordeaux in Nazi-occupied 
France during World War IL 
But foe Algerian massacre 
issue has threatened to doud 
foe case, which opened on 
OcL S and is due to continue 
until Christmas. 

Papon on Tuesday again 
denied foe accusations that 
police killed Algerians, 
although he told foe 
Bordeaux court that he was 
“proud to have undermined 
foe strategy” of foe Algerian 
protesters. 

-Official records say only 
three people died in foe OcL 
17, 1961, inddent when 
. police clashed with demon- 
strators at foe height of 
Algeria’s struggle for inde- 


pendence from France, 
achieved foe following year. 

Algerian groups claim 
more than 200 died as police 
tried to break up the demon- 
stration, organised, by the 
Algerian National Liberation 
Front (FLN), foe main pro- 
independence group . at foe 
time. 

But historian Jean-Luc 
Einaudi told foe Bordeaux 
Assize Court that the police 
had opened fire on Algerians. 
“Police officers could- be 
seen throwing those killed 
into die Seine” he said. 

. In response to foe testimo- 
ny. Culture Minister 
Catherine Trautznarui 
announced last week that 
archives about the killings 
which normally remain 
secret for 60 years would be 
opened. 

The documents published 
by Liberation were from 
these archives. 

Last Friday some 1,000 
demonstrators gathered 
under a Seine Bridge at a 
memorial rally, shouting 
“Papon, killer of Jews and 
Algerians” and throwing 
wreaths, and dummies, into 
the Seine. 




Riot-police block the main entrance gate of the University of Jordan to prevent stu- 
dents from inarching in demand of a student union on Wednesday (Photo by Youssef 
'Allan) 



British coins get 
nova! facelift 


LONDON (AFP) — A new 
portrait of Queen Elizabeth 
II is. io appear on newly 
minted British coins starting 
January I next year. 
Buckingham Palace 

announced Wednesday. The 
queen, who along with her 
husband Prince Philip will 
celebrate their golden wed- 
ding anniversary next 
month, will be shown wear- 
ing a tiara she was given as a 
wedding present by her 
grandmother. Queen " Mary, 
on her marriage in 1947. The 
7 1 -year-old monarch is 
shown wearing the tiara on 
current Bank of England 
notes, and she wore it on the 
portrait for the first decimal 
coins, as they came into cir- 
culation from I96S onwards. 
But it was replaced in coins 
from 1985 onwards by a dia- 
dem foe queen wears for 
such occasions as the State 
Opening of Parliament. The 
new portrait is the work of 
Ian Rank-Broadley who was 
bom in 1952, foe year foe 
queen came to the throne oo 
the death of her father 
George VI. 


Hello magazine 
signs a deal with 
Duchess Fergfe 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Britain's Duchess of York 
has signed a SI. 9 million-a- 
year deal with a celebrity' 
magazine to give them 
“everything about her,” it 
was reported Wednesday. 
“Fergie” signed the deal with 
Hello! Magazine in Madrid 
just days after the death of 
Diana. Princess of Wales, in 
a car accident in Paris, the 
Express said. The paper said 
Fenpe and the magazine dis- 
cussed “how she might fill 
foe yawning gap left by foe 
death of the princess, who 
sold more copies [of the 
magazine] than anyone 
else” “She basically agreed 
to give them everything 
about her for a monthly 
retainer.” said foe paper’s 
source. A spokesman for 
Fergie confirmed the meet- 
ing with Hello! had taken 
place but refused to com- 
ment further. 


Sinatra wanted 
to marry 
Marilyn Monroe 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — A 
new book says Frank Sinatra 
considered asking Marilyn 
Monroe to marry him, to 
protect her, weeks before she 
died in 1962. “No one will 
mess with her if she is Mrs. 
frank Sinatra. No one would 
dare,” writer Randall 
Taraborrelli quotes a Sinatra 
friend as saying in foe book 
“Sinatra: The Man Behind 
The Myth.” The book is 
being serialised in The 
London Daily Mail 


Clint Eastwood 
wanted to sterilise 
his ex-wife 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Actress Sondra Locke says 
ex-husband Clint Eastwood 
talked her into having two 
abortions and into sterilising 
herself by telling her he did- 
n’t want any more kids. But 
she also said he had three 
children by two other 
women while living with 
her. It all comes out in a new 
book. “The Good, the Bad 
and foe Very Ugly.” Locke 
also says Eastwood insisted 
that she call him “Daddy,” 
criticised her interior design, 
and asked before having sex. 
“Sweetie, did you floss?" 
Eastwood's spokesman 
declined comment on the 
book. 


Andrews loses 
her voice 


NEW YORK (AFP) — Julie 
Andrews has not regained 
her voice, and the opening of 
foe American tour of the 
musical comedy 

“Victor/Victoria” which was 
supposed to begin in August 
is still on hold. “We just have 
to wait and see when Julie is 
ready.” co-producer Tony 
Adams told the New York 
Posl Andrews, 60, had a° 
operation on her throat m 
June, after missing “P 1 ® 
than 100 Broadway petfo^ 
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